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Dedication 


This Gift of Love from Bapuji ( Bapu hi Prem Prasadi) is 
dedicated to Bapu. 

This is a collection of letters which Bapu wrote to me from 
time to time and also those which I wrote to him. The letters 
which Mahadevbhai and others wrote to me as well as those I 
wrote to them have also been included in this collection for the 
reason tliat they were written under Gandhiji’s instructions, 
inspiration or with his consent. In fact, even the letters which 
I wrote to them were all meant for Bapu only. Therefore, 
considering all these as correspondence between Bapu and 
myself, I have included them in this publication since, if I were 
to exclude those letters, the entire connecting link would be 
broken. 

Most of Bapu’s letters are in Hindi. Whatever letters he 
wrote to me in English or on his behalf Mahadevbhai and others 
wrote in English, have been translated into Hindi and included 
in the Hindi edition of this collection. Similarly, now in English 
edition of this collection, the letters in Hindi have been rendered 
into English and included in this collection. 

This bunch of letters provides an incomparable opportunity 
to the people to study the mind of Bapu. They get education as 
well, for Bapu’s correspondence covers an assortment of many 
absorbing topics. What is of supreme importance is to unders- 
tand this fact that whatever exhortations or directions that one 
finds here, be they individual, political or ethico-religious, are 
not just those of a great man or Mahatma but of a saintly man 
and the outpourings of a friendly soul. As such they are useful 
in the life of the common man, edifying and worthy of emulation 
by all in their daily life. 

At first, I had no intention of bringing out these in print; but 
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my dauglitcr-in-Iaw Sarala was very insistent. Her insistence 
appealed to me and so I acceded to it. This publication is the 
outcome of that. It is Durga Prasad Mandelia’s enthusiasm and 
labour that saw the book through the press. Pandit Viyogi Hari 
also gave several useful suggestions. 

The late Shri Sudhir Ranjan Das, retired Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of India, was a very old friend of mine. He read 
the entire correspondence and suggested that some letters which 
were of a personal nature might be excluded. Accordingly, 
certain letters have not been included in this publication. My 
friendship with Justice Das extended over an unbroken period of 
55 years ; Such longstanding friendship is not something which 
comes by easily in life, even if one assiduously seeks it. 

Above all, I am extremely indebted to Kaka Saheb Kalelkar. 
He occupies a special place among the few surviving chosen 
co-workers of Gandhiji. He has laid me in a deep debt of grati- 
tude by writing the Foreword to this collection. 

The purpose of printing this collection is to help people in 
understanding Bapu’s heart — not the heart of a Mahatma but 
that of a human being. There is an added reason. Maybe, some 
hundred or two hundred years from now, this collection may 
become an invaluable treasure because the unfoldment of Bapu’s 
real life will begin only after a century or two. This is my view. 

It is indeed God’s infinite mercy on me that I could become 
the recipient of Bapu’s love in an abundant measure, that this 
relationship lasted 32 years, that I could learn a great deal from 
my association with him and that through him I could gain the 
friendship of great souls like Sardar Patel. Such is the bountiful 
grace of the Lord on me. I derive great contentment from the 
successful culmination of this venture because — 

The spotless standard of Yama’s troops 
Comes before my eyes be-dimmed by age 
And fighting a losing battle with diseases 
This mortal frame doth droop day by day. 



Preface 


Gandhiji was very regular in his correspondence. It was by 
this means alone that he was able to maintain a hearty relation 
with innumerable people and was able to influence them to 
maintain high ideals in their lives. To enter with his heart into 
the individual life of the person with whom a relation was 
established and to help him in his development, having under- 
stood the individual's ability, his special nature and its depth, 
were the peculiar features of his correspondence. Hence 
Gandhiji's correspondence is as important as his writings and 
speeches. To understand the personality of Gandhiji, his cor- 
respondence is very useful. I have observed that his style of 
writing letters is also a typical one. Few world leaders have left 
behind them such a volume of correspondence ns has Gandhiji. 

I have always had the feeling while reading Gandhiji’s cor- 
respondence that I was taking a dip in the sacred Ganges and 
sipping its waters. Always it was a purifying and pleasant ex- 
perience for me to read his letters. The surrounding climate of 
its contents is purifying, life-sustaining and soothing. 

Because of this I was very happy when Shri Ghanshyamdasji 
sent to me the entire bunch of his correspondence with Gandhiji. 
I began reading it with immense enthusiasm. As I went on read- 
ing, it became clear to me that this correspondence is not 
merely confined to the letters c.xchangcd between Ghanshyam- 
dasji and Gandhiji but also includes those exchanged between 
the late Mahadcvbhai Desai, who was a close friend of 
Gandhiji, and Ghanshyamdasji. Apart from these, there is the 
correspondence with other friends of Gandhiji, many leaders 
and workers of the nation. Viceroys and politicians. There is 
also a description of their interviews. In short, a valuable 
history of the present times is to be found here. 
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Seeing this, I exclaimed, “Ah, if only this material had come 
into my hands five years ago!” 

Today, I am 91. I am becoming increasingly forgetful. I go 
on forgetting so easily many a valuable fact. I have to record 
with sorrow today I am not able to dive so deep into this cor- 
respondence as I would have been able to, had this material 
reached my hands five years earlier. Yet I feel that the basic 
structure of my thinking on fundamental ideals has not 
changed in me. It is with its aid that I dare plunge into this 
ocean. 

Before the year 1915, our people had experimented with 
several solutions for the attainment of Independence. We adop- 
ted the use of extremist methods. We also tried the patli of 
petitions and prayers. We made efforts to make industrial 
progress. We started social reform movements for reforming 
society. We also fervently increased our faith in religion. We 
trod the path of swadeshi and boycott. Also we used bombs 
and pistols. We, Indians, tried with devotion, all those solutions 
that occurred to us or were suggested to us for the gaining of 
swaraj. Yet there was neither swaraj near at hand nor there 
was to be found a ray of hope. Some of our efforts, instead of 
removing the British Empire, only helped in strengthening it 
much more. The whole country was in uttter despair when in 
1915, Gandhiji returned to India from South Africa. 

In South Africa where there was no Indian Government, 
nor Indian environment, Gandhiji with the help of uneducated, 
almost uncultured and hapless Indians, started a powerful 
satyagraha campaign and reaped success in it. We had heard 
and read about the activities of this leader of action, Gandhiji, 
and his new experiment. As soon as he returned to India, 
Gandhiji toured from the Himalayas to Rameshwaram, explain- 
ing to the people his vision of satyagraha. Those to whom 
swaraj was a cause were attracted towards him. Soon the heart 
beats of Gandhiji had their echo in the pulse of the people and 
both were tuned to the same wave length. The entire country, 
without the least hesitation, was ready to follow him. Gandhiji 
became a great representative of Indian culture and India s 
aspirations. He spoke the language of sacrifice, restraint and 
magnanimity which was also the confident language of the 
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Indian masses. The nation, seeing his uncommon humility and 
extra-ordinary self-confidence, became confident that he would 
surely achieve something. 

Even as all rivers empty themselves into the ocean, becom- 
ing one with it, so too, all of us who dreamed of swaraj despite 
our different mental make-up, different backgrounds and diffe- 
rent ways of life, went, and joined him. We gladly accepted his 
leadership and fully played our role in the activities directed 
by him. 

Among the chosen few close workers who came in contact 
with Gandhiji at that time, the place of Shri Ghanshyamdasji is 
a special one. 

This everybody knows that Shri Ghanshyamdasji is one of 
the few wealthy men of India. His primary field of work has 
always been in the industry. This too people know that he earned 
well and spent his wealth for good causes with open arms. 
Whenever there was need for money, Gandhiji without hesita- 
tion conveyed his desire to Shri Ghanshyamdasji who respon- 
ded forthwith. Of the many sayings of Gandhiji, the following 
is very important: “The wealthy should not consider them- 
selves to be masters of their wealth, but consider tliemselves as 
trustees and use it for the welfare of the society. Having the 
feeling that the wealth of the society is with him and that he 
is its trustee, the wealthy person should spend his Nvealth.” 
Though, in principle, Shri Birlaji did not accept this teaching 
of Gandhiji he had taken this to his heart. The educational 
institutions, charitable guest houses and hospitals that are to 
be found all over India in the name of the Birlas are standing 
testimony to this. Apart from his own institutions, there arc 
many others in the country that are run mainly from the 
charities of the Birlas. Almost all the institutions of Gandhiji 
have been benefited from the wealth of Shri Ghanshyamdasji. 
Perhaps none, apart from late Jamnalaiji Bajaj, had contributed 
so much to the Institutions of Gandhiji as Shri Ghanshyamdasji. 
There is a famous story. 


Gandhij. had come fo Delhi. During the same period, 
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore also had reached Delhi to make 
collections for his Visva Bharati. Gurudev organised a pro- 
gramme of dance and music at different p'iaces and at the end 

of the programme asked for donations from the people. Gandhiji 



[ xvi ] 


felt unhappy on hearing this. That such a famous person ns 
Tagore, in his old age, just to seek donations and tliat too a 
mere Rs. 60,000 was forced to go about organising programmes 
of dance and music was something which Gandhiji could not 
bear. He suddenly remembered Ghanshyamdasji. Gandhiji sent 
a message to him through Shri Mahadcvbhai Desai that six of 
the rich men should each contribute Rs. 10.000 to Guriulcv and 
save India from a sense of shame. It is needless to say that Sliri 
Birlaji contributed the whole amount as a secret donation to 
Gurudev and made him carefree. 

Not only did Gandhiji receive donations from Birlaji for 
his institutions but lie made Birlaji contribute to otliers’ cau^c; 
as well. Who these persons were to whom Garulhiji made 
Birlaji gis’c donations and to what extent Birl.'iji oTcrcd hi-; 
wealth at the feet of Gandhiji will be known from tlu\ collection 
of his letters. 
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gramme would be indeed complete independence. 

The programme chalked out was not one depending on 
servitude having its basis in charity and religion. It was a 
prophetic effort to unite India of the vast landscape consisting 
of many races, many faiths and many languages. Mental 
revolution leading to revolution of the life and from that to the 
total revolution in society was the programme chalked out. In 
this revolution Gandhiji gave a new meaning to old values. 

Shri Ghanshyamdasji recognising the revolutionary possi- 
bilities of this programme accepted it with all his heart. Many 
letters in this collection reveal to us the deep faith of Birlaji in 
Hindu-Muslim unity and in the eradication of untouchability, 
and the efforts he made to bring them to success. If he had any 
difference of opinion with Gandhiji, it was perhaps to some 
extent about the economics of khaddar. In this he maintains 
his own individual opinion. Yet it attracts our attention that 
though having an independent opinion, he like a dedicated 
soldier, was spinning with the wheel. Not only this, he took the 
vow of khadi. Gandhiji was impressed with this nature of 
Birlaji, which loved discipline. To show his joy, Gandhiji 
presented Birlaji with a special type of spinning-wheel. He 
praised the thread spun by Birlaji and asked him not to abandon 
he sacred work which he had started. 

Gandhiji had a speciality or distinction. He quickly recog- 
nised the good of men and made full use of them for the 
welfare of the nation. Gandhiji had more confidence in us 
than we had in ourselves. While moulding ns, he made our 
weak faith strong. In the end, he was able to extract from us 
more work than was possible otherwise. 

Though a rich man, Ghanshyamdasji was not affected by 
the illusion of wealth, Gandhiji had recognised this. He also 
had observed the skill of Birlaji in managing worldly affairs. 
To help him in the development of his personality, Gandhiji 
had shown him a path and in this we see the light thrown by a 
prophetic educationalist on many big and small aspects of the 
all-round human personality. This is a special characteristic 
of Gandhiji’s letters. 

More important than this is the fact that a picture of the 
modest, spotless life of Ghanshyamdasji can be seen in this 
collection. 
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It was no wonder that Ghanshyamdasji was attracted towards 
Gandhiji. Observing GandhijTs dedication to religion, his 
forthright straiglit path and also the intensity of his search for 
truth, he became Gandliiji's best devotee. Birlaji considered it 
his duty to take on his shoulders the burden of any responsi- 
bility which Gandhiji liad laid. And he fulfilled it with a full 
heart. 

But he had dedicated himself enthusiastically and with a full 
heart to the political work of Gandhiji. In this collection of 
letters we are able to see the inside story of those events that 
happened bclund the curtain between Gandhiji and the govern- 
ment at that time. The days of those times were such that 
something or the other was always happening in the camp of 
Gandhiji which created history. Ghanshynrndasji had a special 
and deep interest in this aspect of Gandhiji's activities. Having 
given his close attention to every small or big thing that occurred, 
by degrees he was considered to be one among the chosen few 
who knew well the political mind of Gandhiji. Soon he projected 
himself with confidence before the English statesmen as a reliable 
interpreter of the political mind of Gandhiji. He consideredit 
his responsibility to convey to the English statesmen the way 
Gandhiji's mind worked and also he conveyed to Gandhiji the 
mind of the English statesmen. It was a self-imposed task which 
he accomplished with uncommon de.xterity and success. 

In this book the picture that presents itself to our mind of 
Ghanshyaradasji in a special way is tliat of a skilled statesman. 
This reminds us of Lord Krishna who went to the darbar hall of 
the Kauravas for a peaceful solution (of the demand of the 
Panda\as). 

Having gone through this correspondence that went on for 
nearly 32 years, my first impulse was to advise Birlaji to divide 
it into three separate books. In the first one, only the corres- 
pondence between him and Gandhiji was to be included. How 
Gandhiji dived deeply into the many problems of his day, how 
he understood the subtle nature of each problem, how he showed 
the path to his personal followers and lastly how he showered 
his love on them, all these could be clearly seen by us from this 
part. 

In the second book, only the correspondence of Birlaji with 
late Mahadevbhai Desai was to be included. This would have 
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enabled ns to enjoy the fragrance of the personal and intimate 
conversation between two close friends. 

In the third book, all the rest of the material could be 
included which may be important for history. 

On reconsideration, I felt that this should not be done. 
Whatever material is here should be published together in the 
order in which it is found. Well, the size of the book may 
increase. If so, it may be bound in two volumes. This is not a 
book written for whiling away our leisure hour. This is an ocean 
which has a great historical value. When the future generations 
want to understand our times, then this source book would 
become very useful and interesting. Much material would be 
found packed in this book that would interest the students of 
history. This is a bunch of very valuable historical documents, 
whose full worth only the future generations will know. 

To me, a Gandhi fan, this book has given transcendental joy. 

The credit goes to my young friend, Shri Ravindra Kalelkar, 
due to whose labour I am able to write this preface at this age 
and in this state of health. 


Affectionately yours. 
Respectful Vande Mataram of 
Kaka Kalelkar 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha, 
January 2, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

The enclosure was written yesterday. Vallabhbhai says, “It 
is not going to plain sailing in Delhi. Jinnah’s ire is waxing in- 
stead of waning. He has the princes at his elbow. He may refrain 
from opposing the declaration but he is sure to interfere with 
whatever task is undertaken in Delhi. He enjoys the support of a 
sizable number of conservatives among the civilians. As it is, our 
Government is also conducting its affairs in the same old fashion, 
Gibson is ruling the roost in Rajkot. He has elevated Chinoy 
to be the Diwan and has confirmed Virawala and his son in 
their present position. Things are not going to improve in 
Rajkot so long as Gibson is there.” 

What Sardar says about Gibson is quite correct. Chinoy is 
even worse than Virawala, if it is possible to be worse than him. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 


2 


Calcutta, 
January 12, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I am glad that Bapu received the speech of the Viceroy well. 
The anxiety of the Viceroy to settle the question could only be 
realised by coming in contact with him. In fact, I found that 
the disappointment spread itself not to the Viceroy’s person 
alone but to the whole family. The cuttings that I have been 
receiving from England show a definite reaction against putting 
undue emphasis on the minority problem. The Viceroy’s speech 
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therefore is really heartening. Mis assertion that justice between 
communities will have to be done is also good. It amounts to 
telling Jinnah that if he did not settle, H.M.G, will take it on 
themselves to give suitable assurance to the minorities but that 
the advance could not be checked. 

Hut I think we should now take the next step. The Viceroy 
has taken so far many steps only to be disapproved by us. I 
think Bapu should now respond to his appeal and give him 
help. The stage has reached when Bapu should feel confident 
enough to ask for an immediate meeting. 

I myself think that Constituent Assembly is the most efiec- 
tivc machinery for settlement of the communal question. In the 
past, we concluded many pacts without achieving any finality. 
We should not take any such risk this time and therefore it is 
only proper that we should deal this time not with the “leaders” 
but with the minority itself. For this reason alone, Constituent 
Assembly is essential. But even on this question I don’t think 
much dificrcncc would be found if by Constituent Assembly 
we mean only an Assembly of elected representatives. To get an 
Assembly duly elected by people is possible by other methods 
also. V/c need not stick to Adult Franchise and all that. Even 
an ad hoc small body of known leaders, if its findings are finally 
ratified by the provincial Legislatures, can be equivalent to 
Constituent Assembly. Or we need not have an agreement on 
this question today. If we go back in office after making it 
clear that we would not participate in any constitution making 
unless it is done by some sort of elected assembly, we perhaps 
gain the object. I am sure Bapu could find hundred and one 
ways to meet the situation. Perhaps we can now accele rate the 
pace of Dominion Status and the Communal Settlement by 
getting in rather than remaining out. 

I do not know why unnecessary distinction is sought to be 
created between Dominion Status and Independence. Even if 
we want to sever connection, we can do so after we achieve 
Dominion Status of the Westminster Statute type. Why should 
we ask Gt. Britain to cut us off from them? If we so desire, 
we can ourselves take the responsibility after we are given the 
freedom to do so. Then if we sever the connection, we will do 
so with the full consent of the electorate. By asking Gt. Britain 
to cut us off the Commonwealth, we are asking them to do 
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something which our own electorate should have the right to 
do. In fact, Gt. Britain can very well say: “Why should we 
take the responsibility? If you so desire, you may sever the 
connection after you have achieved Dominion Status.” And I 
think it would be quite logical on their part to say so. 

I read your speech at the Hindi Prachar Sabha. I think the 
“t'?:” that you recited perhaps was not quite correct. In any 
case, I know it in a different way. I have tried to “correct” you 
in the enclosed cutting. Even if yours may be correct, mine, I 
am sure, reads better! You have done mistakes in all the four 
lines! But your speech was really good and the language ext- 
remely attractive. 

The enclosed letter from Chowdhary Biharilal will interest 
you. I am writing to him that I will be prepared to give him 
100 rupees a month. I don’t think he should need as much as 
250 rupees a month. But if Bapu feels that he should be helped 
with a greater sum, please write to me. 

Yours affectionately, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Segaon 
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Segaon, 
Wardha, 
January 14, 1940 

DEAR LORD LINLITHGOW, 

I have read and re-read your Bombay speech. I write this, 
however, to put before you my difficulties. Dominion Status in 
terms of the Statute Westminster and independence are taken 
to be equivalent terms. If so, should you not use the terms that 
fits India’s case? 

I have no doubt you had very good reasons for the way you 
have dealt with the question of minorities. But I have serious 
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Segaon, 
Wardha, 
January 14, 1940 

DEAR LORD LINLITHGOW, 

I have read and re-read your Bombay speech. I write this, 
however, to put before you my difBculties. Dominion Status in 
terms of the Statute Westminster and independence are taken 
to be equivalent terms. If so, should you not use the terms that 
fits India’s case? 

I have no doubt you had very good reasons for the way you 
have dealt with the question of minorities. But I have serious 
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have to send a correction. But I am glad that you found time 
to read that speech! I wonder what made you read it. 

About Biharilal your decision is correct. Bapu says that if 
he gets Rs. 100 a month he should get nothing more for medi- 
cal treatment. Bapu had offered him free medical treatment and 
no other payment. Instead he has succeeded better with you. 
Rajaji who was here read your letter to me and remarked in 
his cynical way: “Mahadev, how I wish he had tuberculosis so 
that we may have a pension of Rs. 100.” 

Yours, 

Mahadev 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha, 
January 17, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

All of your letters have reached here. I had gone out once 
again, this time in company with Balchand in order to inspect 
his factory areas. One of these days I am going to have a long 
talk with you on this subject. 

Meanwhile I am enclosing a vigorous interview given by 
Bapu to a Times of India man. However, it was not made use 
of by the man as it had failed to serve the purpose he had in 
mind. 

This I am scribbling away in great haste. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 
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World Conscience the Supreme Arbiter 


Segaon, 
Wardha, 
January 4 , 1940 

Thus began an English Reporter who came the other day 

to interview Gandhiji: 

reporter: There seems to be a deadlock coming, indeed if one 
does not already exist. Cannot we take advantage of a nomi- 
nated group of a really representative character to come to 
some sort of an agreed solution? 

gandhiji: a nominated group of a really representative character 
is a contradiction in terms. Such a group can only represent 
the nominator. For the purpose of discussion the nominator 
would be finally the Viceroy. You will not call such a group 
one of a really representative character. If you have in mind a 
small number of representatives, I for one, would accept only 
one representative, say Jinnah Sahib, provided he is elected 
by the free vote of the millions as, say, is the President of 
the U.S.A. 

reporter: Would you really? 

gandhiji: Why not? Is there any flaw in this statement? I claim 
to be the greatest democrat of modern times. My faith is 
built on non-violence and therefore I have faith in human 
nature. 

reporter: But while the minorities are deadlly opposed to a 
Constituent Assembly, can you offer them this form of re- 
presentation now with any hope of their accepting the 
position? 

gandhiji: Anyone who objected to the right thing, puts himself 
in the wrong. British statesmen have induced the belief that 
they want to end the imperialistic system and treat those 
under them as free. Having induced that belief Congress 
naturally wanted to test its sincerity. The answer must there- 
fore be irrespective of what India wants or does not want. 
Now the question arises to whom is the answer to be given. 

If there were a rebel power trying to seize the reins of govern- 
ment, it would be the rebel power. But here is no rebellion. 
Congress is the main organisation. But I confess that in view 
of rival organisations, power cannot be transferred to it. h 
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then Britain is to make good her declaration, she can easily 
do it by summoning a constituent assembly of elected repre- 
sentatives and enforce the constitution framed by it. Repre- 
sentatives of minorities will frame safeguards for their protec- 
tion. It is possible that even the representatives may fail to 
reach a constitution acceptable to an overwhelming majority, 
including safeguards for minorities. Even so, Britain will have 
proved her bonafides. I hold, however, that a properly elected 
assembly is bound to produce a workable constitution. 

reporter: Supposing a referendum were taken and it was found 
that a Constituent Assembly is not wanted, would you accept 
the verdict? 

GANDHiJi; I must. 

reporter: If a generally accepted scheme is prepared by nomi- 
nated persons, would you accept it? Or do you object to 
nomination as such? 

GANDHIJI: There is no meaning in my acceptance or rejection. 
Acceptance to be valid must be by a properly elected body. 
It takes the place of existing government or their nominee or 
nominees. 

reporter: Supposing you could be sure of achieving democracy 
through a nominated assembly, would you reject it? Why 
not wait and see what form of nomination be offered? 

GANDHIJI: I would always suspect nomination for it can never 
satisfy all. Election is the only satisfactory method. In spite 
of Congress claim and boast the Congress is an organisation 
representative of only 3 million voters out of a population of 
over 300 million. Therefore the Secretary of State was justi- 
fied when he said that Congress was not representative of the 
whole nation. And therefore the Congress challenges all to 
go to the people. Even the princes can as individuals and so 
can Europeans domiciled in India. That they will not, is not 
our fault. 

reporter: What place would you assign to the princes in demo- 
cratic India? 

GANDHIJI: I would give them a fat commission as trustees of 
their people. I would say to them, however, that they must 
work for this commission. They would have the same privi- 
leges as the British King enjoys. They are after all his vassals. 
They cannot be greater than her. The King of England cannot 
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prayed for England’s defeat in the Boer War. In spite of all 
her great resources it is wrong on Britain’s part to strain 
too much her faith in her strong arm. I rejoice that she still 
prays to the God of love and not to the God of gunpowder 
and therefore I still hope that she will call her aid the moral 
support of a free India. She gets today material support 
from India because she is a dependency. What I want Britain 
to do is to get moral support of India and win. Would to 
God that the war ended on a moral issue and the conscience 
of the world became the final arbiter! That can only happen 
if Britain had the moral support of a Free India. Anyway 
that is my view. 

A. K. 
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Segaon, 
January 17, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

This I am especially writing in Hindi. Bhulabhai and the 
others have been here. They told Bapu all about the talk they 
had with the Viceroy. What they told him made him wonder if 
his own likely interview with the Viceroy was going to serve 
any useful purpose. Our own stand was that what the Viceroy 
had said in his Bombay speech did not make for any progress 
towards the desired goal. It would, in fact, be diflBcult to justify 
our action on the lines suggested by him on moral grounds. As 
a matter of fact, what transpired between them and the Viceroy 
has stiffened Bapu’s own attitude and he has begun to doubt if 
his first letter to the Viceroy should have been written at all. 
Paradoxically enough, all this has only served to incline Bapu 
in favour of penning yet another letter for the Viceroy. 
Yesterday I had told you over the phone that no such letter 
was contemplated. But Bapu had a disturbed sleep last night 
and by this morning he came to the conclusion that a letter has 
got to be written. Along with the letter Bapu also sent a tele- 
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gram requesting the Viceroy to postpone replying to the earlier 
letter till the receipt of this one. Now everything is in the lap 
of God. Bapu is convinced that the Viceroy understands him 
well enough and that he is, after ail, a niee man ineapable of 
double talk, thinks aloud and shares his own views. All this 
was not to Rajaji’s liking in the beginning, but ultimately he 
falls in line with the general concensus. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha, 
January 23, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Two letters have come from H. E. Both are good. I enclose 
copies. Bapu has written in reply suggesting the 4th of February. 
His letter is also very good. I am sure H. E. will appreciate it. 

Yours affectionately, 
Mahadev 


Viceroy’s Camp, 
Baroda, 
January 17, 1940 

DEAR MR. GANDHI , 

Many thanks for your letter of 14th January which reached 
me last night. I need not say how very glad I am that you 
should speak so kindly of my speech at Bombay, and how much 
I appreciate what you say. I shall be delighted to have a talk at 
any time convenient to you. I do not reach Delhi until to- 
morrow evening, and I look like being rather busy for the first 
few days after settling in, while you, as you tell me, will be busy 
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with the Working Committee. Would it be convenient for you to 
come up at the end of the month or in the first couple of days 
of February? Any date which would suit you after say, Monday, 
the 29th of January, would be perfectly convenient for me, and 
we could arrange an actual time for our meeting later. 

With all good wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Linlithgow 


January 21, 1940 

DEAR MR. GANDHI, 

Many thanks for your letter of 17th January. Your telegram 
to me crossed, I fear, my reply to your earlier letter. 

I quite understand your feeling, and am grateful to you for 
the consideration which your letter has shown me. But I think 
myself that much the best thing, if there is any doubt in either 
of our minds, is to have a talk. If we can reach agreement, so 
much the better. No one as you know will be happier than I. If 
there proves as the result of our conversation to be a necessity 
for further consideration of certain points, then let us not be 
deterred by that fact only. But I am certain that there is far 
more risk of misunderstanding in correspondence than there 
may be in conversation. If therefore you care to come and see 
me on any date convenient to you at the beginning of next 
month, and if you would suggest a date that will suit you, we 
make arrangements and fix a time. 

Yours jincerely, 
Linlithgow 



14 DAPU — A Unique Association 

8 





Wardhaganj, 
January 18, 1940 

Ghanshyamdas Birla 
P iLANI 


IMPORTANT LIITTER POSTED TODAY DELHI. 


Mahadev 
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Segaon, 
Wardha, 
January 23, 1940 

DEAR LORD LINLITHGOW, 

I thank you for your two cordial letters, the last having just 
come in, I heartily endorse the sentiment I read in your letter 
that even if we fail to reach an agreement during the forthcom- 
ing talks, we must try again. 

I can reach Delhi any day after the 4th February. I must 
leave Delhi on 11th at the latest to attend a meeting of the 
Harijan Sevak Sangh in Segaon. I would appreciate a tele- 
graphic reply, if you can conveniently send it. 

/ am, 

Yours sincerely, 
M.K. Gandhi 
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Wardhaganj, 
January 27, 1940 

EITHER HARIJANSEYAK MEETING HERE AS ANNOUNCED OR THER!;' 
FROM SIXTH. DON’t EXPECT ME THERE AFTER MY SPECIAL WORK 
FINISHED OR CHOOSE DATE AFTER MALIKANDA AT WARDHA. 

Bapu 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha (C.P.), 
January 27, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Bapu is queer. He felt that he would be required to stay in 
Delhi for only a day. This was pessimism. But he also held that 
in case the others were also called, making his stay for a longer 
period necessary that would be a different matter. And that was 
optimism. On top of this, however, he says that on the assump- 
tion that he would be required to stay on till the 10th, why call 
a meeting of the Harijan Sevak Sangh on that date. And not on 
the 6th on the supposition that he would not stay longer than a 
couple of days. If you had announced the date of the meeting 
as the 6th or 7th, it would have been better. Since you did not 
announce the date, Bapu is taking advantage of it. And all the 
while his heart is in the hospital here. The Gujarati edition of 
Harijan contains article titled “To the Gujaratis’'. It has been 
written by Bapu himself. He read it. Segaon has now been re- 
christened Sevagram and an application has already been made 
to the Government for making the necessary changes in the re- 
cords. This will be done as a matter of course. But it would have 
been more appropriate to name this place as Lunatic Asylum. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha, 
January 31, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

You will be interested to hear that just when you spoke to 
me on the phone about your talk with Zafrulla I had finished 
an article on Jinnah and placed it before Bapu. I did not tell 
you about it because I had no confidence that Bapu would pass 
it. It has however been passed and gone in this week! There is 
another article which also you will like, but to my mind the best 
part of it was cut out by Bapu, lest it should irritate Jawahar. 
The article is a page from Irish history, and having summarised 
the facts on the constitutional question I had quoted Griffith to 
this effect; “We took an oath to the Irish Republic, but as Presi- 
dent de Valera himself said he understood that oath to bind him 
to do the best he could for Ireland. So do we. We have done the 
best we could for Ireland. If the Irish people say, ‘We have got 
everything else but the name Republic, and we will fight for it, 

I would say to them that they are fools.’ ” And 1 quoted the 
words with this comment : “These words contain a little warn- 
ing for some of our overardent spirits too.” This Bapu scored 
out. I asked Bapu, if he did not agree with Griffith. He said he 
did, but it was not proper to say it! 

If you see Sikandar on the 2nd, I suppose you will ring me 
up and tell me what happens. 

Yours affectionately, 
Mahadev 
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Task Before TJs 
(By M.K. Gandhi) 


On way to Wardha, 
February 6, 1940 

There need be no disappointment among Congressmen for 
failure of the negotiations between H.E,, the Viceroy and me. 
We had met to explore the possibilities of a settlement. I had 
seen the germs of it in the Viceregal pronouncement in Bombay. 
But I discovered that I was mistaken. The Viceroy’s hands 
were tied down. He was not to go beyond the four corners of 
the offer now before the country. Perhaps it represented too 
his own opinion. 

But nothing has been lost by our meeting. In spite of the 
failure we have come nearer each other. There is a clarification 
of the situation. Non-violence requires great patience. The 
failure is only apparent. There can be no failure since both the 
cause and the means are just. This meeting has brought us 
nearer to our goal. If the Viceroy was clear in his enunciation 
of the British policy, I was not less clear in enunciating that of 
the Congress. The negotiations, so far as I know, have not been 
closed. Meanwhile we have to educate the world as to what we 
stand for. India cannot be one of the many Dominions, i.e., 
partner in the exploitation of the non-European races of the 
earth. If here is a non-violent fight, she must keep her hands 
clean. If India is not to be co-sharer in the exploitation of the 
Africans and the degradation of our own countrymen in the 
Dominions, she must have her own independent status. Its 
content and nature must not be dictated or determined by 
British. They must be determined by ourselves, meaning the 
elected representatives of the nation, call such an assembly what 
you will. Unless British statesmen definitely concede this, they 
do not mean to part with power. Neither the question of 
defence nor that of the minorities nor of the princes nor the 
European interests need come in the way of her making the 
clear declaration. Not that the important matters just mentioned 
do not require serious consideration and adjustment. But they 
will yield to just and proper treatment only when the required 
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declaration is made and followed up immediately by corres- 
ponding action in so far as it is possible. Without it, Britain’s 
war with Germany cannot be claimed to be just, certainly not 
unselfish. 

What is to be done then? Declaration of civil resistance? 
Not yet. I mean what I say when I ascribe sincerity to Lord 
Linlithgow. He is doing his best to understand us and his duty 
to his superiors and his nation. With all his traditions he can- 
not be made to jump to our position. He cannot be hustled into it 
and we must despise our opponent or belittle his strength. It 
would be wrong to assume weakness in him and seek to take 
advantage of it. His weakness will not make us strong or fit. And 
his strength need not baffle us if we are strong. Our duty is there- 
fore to make him feel our strength. This we shall do, not by 
civil resistance but by putting our own house in order. Whilst 
we may not allow the British Government to plead the minori- 
ties and the like as a bar to right action on their part, we may 
not blind ourselves to the fact that these questions exist and 
demand solution at our hands. We may dismiss from our 
minds the impossible and utterly antinational stand taken by 
Quaide Azam Jinnah. We cannot dismiss the Muslims from our 
consideration. The same may be said about the other problems. 
We must educate public mind on these, clear our own minds 
and know where we stand in relation to them. Maulana Saheb 
tells me that Congressmen and Congress committees are not 
always considered in regulating elections to popular bodies and 
that local boards are not always dealing justly by all the com- 
munities. We have to be above suspicion. Congress committees 
have to take infinite pains to examine every single complaint- 
None may be dismissed as too trivial for consideration. I have 
letters and telegrams bitterly complaining that at some elections 
for Congress committees. Local Boards, and the like Muslim, 
Harijan or Christian claims have been neglected. Wherever t is 
happens a golden opportunity of doing justice is missed, e 
may not resort to civil resistance out of our impatience or o 
cover our shortcomings. It is not a panacea for all our i s, 
internal and external. It is a specific and sovereign reme y o 
extraordinary situations. But let us be ready for it. I 

full sense of my responsibility that we are not ready, t is 
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that even if we were ready, the time for it is not ripe. It may be 
any day. Let us not be found wanting when it comes. 
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February 8, 1940 

MY DEAR ^^AHADEVB^AI, 

After Bapu left, I heard from reliable source that Bapii did 
not leave a friendly impression on the mind of the Viceroy. It 
was felt that Bapu was very stilT, uncompromising and unres- 
ponsive. It was expected that Bapu would take the concrete 
things one by one and would try to contribute towards a settle- 
ment. The Viceroy tried to open discussion on army and princes, 
wanted Bapu to meet people and solve the problems with the 
Viceroy’s help. He had expected reciprocation and felt disap- 
pointed that Bapu “did not try to put any plank on the gulf 
that seemed to exist”. 

The natural conclusion drawn was that Bapu was influenced 
by Leftists and that he was after a “fight”. The Viceroy had 
also expected that Bapu would stay on for more interviews when 
requested to do so, and that he would not be in a hurry to 
terminate the conversation. And because he was in such 
unseemly hurry, they thought that he had gone back with 
rancour and that civil disobedience movement would be the 
only outcome of such a position. 

Bapu was not quite correct in thinking that the Viceroy 
appreciated his position and that there was no misunderstand- 
ing. The Viceroy did feel disappointed at Bapu’s attitude. 
Myself and Devdas both share the feeling of the Viceroy be- 
cause we also feel that Bapu was unresponsive and unhelpful. 

However, when I heard this from Sir Jagdish, I told him to 
disabuse the mind of the Viceroy and also Laithwaite that Bapu 
had gone with any rancour or disappointment or that there was 
civil disobedience in the air. Sir Jagdish informed Laithwaite 
about this who asked me to see him. I met Laithwaite this 
morning and the matter is cleared up. 
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I told Laithwaitc generally about the talk that I had with 
Bapu and explained to him that Bapu felt that it was not a 
political pact that he was after. He was after a moral conversion. 
Mere political pact may degenerate into another Rajkot Award. 

After my talk, Laithwaitc regained his cheerfulness and said 
that with the background that I gave him, he understood the 
whole position and no longer entertained pessimism. He asked 
me if I had any constructive suggestion to make. I frankly con- 
fessed that I had none. Perhaps you would be able to tell me if 
something could be suggested. General ideas are all right but 
you have to give them a practical shape. And in my opinion 
the time has come, or it would come after Ramgarh Congress, 
when we should try to give the ideas a concrete shape. If we 
really desire a settlement in the near future, then we have to 
look upon the question from both points of view. Even moral 
conversion is possible only if you appreciated the opponent’s 
difficulty and tried to help him. 

Bapu may have good reasons to be unhelpful at present but 
that he was so, we all feel. Perhaps he thought that inaction was 
the best action just now. Since I know Bapu for so many years, 

I came only to one conclusion that he had good reasons for 
being stiff and that when he told me that he was quite hopeful 
about the situation, it was not a mere pious hope but that he 
was expressing his determined feeling. 

Yours affectionately, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Segaon 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha (C.P.), 
February 8, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I have conveyed your telephonic message to Bapu. His im- 
pression is that these people have been receiving complaints 
from Home that personal contract with Gandhiji should have 
been broken off so abruptly. The other thing is that Bapu has 
told these people that he could manage to prolong his stay till 
the 13th provided, of course, that his presence was needed. Bapu 
maintains that all that is happening just now is remind- 
ing him of the circumstances in London leading up to the 
Minority Pact. He admits that his attitude is rather stiff at 
present but he says that this element of stiffness has been in evi- 
dence ever since the Viceroy had told him that since he could 
not take to him in a representative capacity it would be point- 
less to hold talks. Bapu had to meet this remark with his own 
to the effect that he was talking in a general capacity. It is quite 
in order for Laithwaite to observe that the Viceroy has got only 
one year left to complete his term of oflSce. But it should also 
be borne in mind that Bapu alone is capable of holding back 
the tide of the civil disobedience movement and this he is already 
doing and will continue to do so till the very last. 

I had prepared a draft for a letter to Laithwaite and had 
shown it to Bapu. He said there was no occasion for writing to 
him at all. I am enclosing it just for your perusal. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 

PS. Much economy was exercised last time in providing 
us with meals for our journey. Have there been changes 
in the stuff? Are we going to meet in Calcutta? Bapu 
has tentatively fixed the programme for leaving this 
place in the evening of the 15th, by Nagpur Passenger 
reaching Calcutta in the morning at 5 a.m. How about 
our making for Birla Park direct, taking our bath and 
our breakfast and catching the 8 a.m. train for Santi- 
niketan? You have been squandering money upon us; I 
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Ycicrs sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Sil?sl MAliADtVBHAl DlSAI 

Segaok 
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February 10, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAl, 

I should like to know Bapu’s reaction to such a statement^ 
if it were made. It was prepared at one time by Rajaji and my- 
self and Devdas both felt that it was very satisfactory. But I 
wonder what would be the reaction of Bapu. If he does not like 
certain portions of it, I would like to know which they are and 
also how would Bapu like to remould it. 

To prepare such drafts on mere hypothesis may seem, at first 
instance, waste of time, but education imparted to some of us 
would not altogether be wasted and hence this encroachment 
on Bapu’s time. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Segaon 

Enel. 1 

^The draft statement was enclosed but is not available. — G. D. B. 
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February 10, 1940 

MY dear mahadevbhai, 

I am likely to see you in Calcutta. I note that Bapu and 
yourself are reaching there on the 17th morning. There is no 
chance of my going to Malikanda. I am going to Calcutta after 
a long time and perhaps will devote some time to my work. It 
is a good idea if Bapu reaches there at 5 in the morning, takes 
his bath and meals and then leaves for Santiniketan. You know 
last time he had promised to stay at Loyalka’s house. Even if 
for 2/3 hours, why not stay there? He would feel very happy, 
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Yours sincerely, 
Ghansinamdas 


Sjtnt NUttst)! vmiM Ot.sAt 
St.GArJN 


Is It War? 


Segaon, 
February 13, 1940 

Tiic Builders of the British Indian Empire have patiently 
built its four pillars— the European interests, the Arm}', the 
Princes and the Communal Divisions. The last three were to 
subserve the first. It is clear to the realist that the builders have 
to remove the four pillars before they can claim to have given up 
the Empire or the Empire spirit. But they say to the nationalists 
or the destroyers of the Empire spirit, “You have to deal with all 
the four pillars yourselves before we can treat India as an In- 
dependent Nation instead of being our dependency. ” They say m 
other words “guarantee the European interest, make your own 
army, treat with the princes and with the communaiists other- 
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wise known as minorities.” The Destroyers retort “You imposed 
the European interests on us, for their defence you built an army 
and kept it a close preserve, you saw that you could use the 
then existing princes for your own purpose, you made them and 
unmade them, you created new ones, you armed them with 
powers they could not enjoy before with safety, in fiict you par- 
titioned India so that it would never rise against you in one 
mass. You saw again that we were cursed with the caste spirit, 
you took advantage of our weakness and refined it till at last 
claims are made which, if they were satisfied, there would be no 
single Indian Nation and no independence. Add to all this the 
fact that by your policy of disarmament you have emasculated 
a whole nation. But we do not blame you for the past. On the 
contrary, we admire your bravery, skill and spirit of adventure. 
You have copied other Empire Builder who proceeded you. 
You have improved upon them in a variety of ways. But if you 
profess, as you have professed, that you have decided to 
give India her due, then you have to remove from our way the 
obstacles you have created. You are entitled to ask us to recog- 
nise the difficulties in the way of your making delivery and 
even to help you. If you are honest you will leave us to do the 
best. You must trust our sense of justice not your strong arm, 
to make us to what is right and proper. Hitherto you have 
determined our fate for us. Now if you are earnest you will 
not only let us determine the method and manner of governing 
ourselves but even help us to do so, if we want your help. 

Lord Zetland has given the answer to the Destroyers which 
I paraphrase as follows: “We mean to hold on to what we have. 
Within that orbit, we will let you have such freedom as we think 
is- good for you. This war that we are fighting is to prevent the 
disruption of our empire. We want your help, if you will give 
it on these terms. It is good for you and us. But we will do with- 
out your help if you will not give it. You are not the only party 
we have to deal with. There are many in India who recognise 
the benefits of British Rule and pax Brittanica. We propose to 
win the war with the help we can command from India through 
the loyal agencies. Their services we shall recognise by the grant 
of further reforms when the time comes. This is what we mean 
when we say we shall make the world safe for democracy. For 
we are the most democratic power in the world. Therefore, if 
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Segaos, 
February 14, 1940 

MV DEAU GllANSHYAMDASJI, 

Zetland’.*; speech has turned out to be particularly clumsy 
and malodorous. Bapu is feeling irritated. His response has been 
markedly sharp. Herewith a copy of the article in which he has 
given vent to his feeling. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 


Enel. 1 
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Birla Park, 
Calcutta, 
February 22, 1940 

Mahadevbhai Desai 
Gandhi Seva Sangh 

I^IALIKANDA (DaCCA) 

PLEASE GET RAJAJi'S FORMULA RECAST BY BAPU. 

Ghanshyamdas 
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Gandhi Sevasangh, 
Malikanda (Dacca), 
February 23, 1940 

Ghanshyamdas 

Lucky 

Calcutta 

BAPU’S hands too FULL. ARRIVING CALCUTTA TWENTYSIXTH MORN- 
ING FOR PATNA TWENTYSEVENTH EVENING. 

Mahadev 
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MY DEAR BAJRANGLALJI, 

I have just sent a telegram to 
our programme. We arrive at 


Gandhi Seva Sangh, 
Malikanda (Dacca), 
February 23, 1940 

Ghanshyamdasji— giving him 
Sealdah at 5.55 by the Dacca 
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Gandhi Seva Sangh, 
Malikanda (Dacca), 
February 23, 1940 

MV DEAR GHANSIIVAMDASJI. 

IJapu has not been able to find time even to touch Rajaji s 
draft. 

Your telegram about Bentha! lias arrived. You may fix up 

3 p.m. on the 27ih. 

The climate as well as the atmosphere here arc just fine. 
Only the climate prevailing in Government circles remains 
vitiated. 

Poor ProfuIIo, what can he do? Goondaism cannot be fought 
with countcr-goondaism. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Gandhi Seva Sangh, 
Malikanda (Dacca), 
February 24, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I have shown your telegram to Bapu. He seemed to dislike 
the plan, but then he said “All right”. 

Our party has swelled like a snowball, as usual. Kishorelal- 
bhai has been ill all these days and the doctor here says that 
there has not been a proper diagnosis. He suspects T. B. and 
says he should be thoroughly cvcrhaulcd by Dr. Bidhan and a 
chest expert. What do you propose? Do you want him to go to 
Loyalka’s with us or to your place? I mean what will be more 
convenient for Bidhan Babu? You will kindly decide as you 
think fit. How far is Loyalka's place from yours? Kindly tell 
him that we will be about ten, and that he should reserve one 
room for Kishorelalbhai and his wife — if you decide that he 
should stay with him. Please speak to Bidhanbabu also about 
Kishorelalbhai and fix up an appointment for him. 

Benthal meets Bapu at 3, and Shyamaprasad Mookerji at 4. 
Shyamaprasad may not know Loyalka’s place. Please tell him 
where to go. 

Yours ajjfectionately, 
Mahadev 
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On Way to Wardha, 
March 3, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Will you kindly send or give the enclosed to Andrews if you 
can see him? Perhaps it would be best, whilst you are there, to 
see him every alternate day. I forgot to give him the letter 
when I went to see him. It is a letter from his sister. 

The future seems to be dark at the present moment. But I 
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am tiiinkini: of sending you one or two drafts (as your Secre- 
tary) to be sent to our friends in Hngland. 

TJ)c journey has been very quiet and peaceful and Ba has no 
fever. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 
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Calcutta, 
March 8, 1940 

MY DHAK MAIlADFA'linAI, 

I have read the advance copy of Bapu’s article which you 
sent to Bajrang. Bapu lias thought too loudly in this article and 
hence one can see the movements of his mind in a magnified 
form. I like it discourages civil disobedience altogether. You 
know I hate civil disobedience. In the name of non-violence it 
lias encouraged violence. In the name of construction, it has 
destroyed many things. Yet it brought about a wonderful 
awakening in the country. But if this psychology continues, 
any Government, even our own would become an impossibility. 
They all will come out against our own government and through 
terrorism and corruption make all good governments impossi- 
ble. Hence my dread at anything that will lead us towards a 
mass movement. I admit the sting of disobedience movement is 
taken out immediately it is made non-violent. But is that really 
so? Bapu insists on non-violence in thought, word and deed. But 
I regret not even the closest co-workers of Bapu have assimi- 
lated this spirit. And action is only a reflection of thought. 
Hence my horror at any talk of civil disobedience. It is because 
of this that partly I liked this article. But again I like the last 
para of Bapu’s article. I agree that Bapu is a misfit in the Con- 
gress. He is being exploited because the leaders know that he 
alone can lead the country to a successful mass civil disobe- 
dience movement. But while people want him to help, they will 
never fulfil his programme. There does not seem to be any will 
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to do so. The truth perhaps is that none believes in non- 
violence. Everybody in political circles wants an upheaval and 
not a non-violent fight. I can say for myself that I have got no 
living faith in non-violence although I have got intellectual 
faith in it. But I don’t think that helps much. Bapu could be 
of better help to the country if he '.vas entirely out of the Con- 
gress because then he could perhaps become a better mediator. 
By identifying himself too much with the Congress, he has 
effaced the distinction between himself and the leftists. Non- 
violence and violence have become, in a way, synonymous. I 
think this is the most anomalous position and I feel disgusted 
of this position at times. If you so desire, you may show my 
letter to Bapu. Bapu’s non-violence has a better chance of 
success if he is alone. It is a mockery that the Congress should 
try to represent this creed when it is not qualified for this. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbiiai DnsAi 

Segaon 

Wardha 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha (C.P.), 
March 11, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Your long letter. I understand and appreciate all that you 
say. I placed it before Bapu who read it but I could not gather 
his reaction to it, as he is silent. Assuming that all that you 
say about C.D. is true — and you are perilously near Arthur 
Moore in what you say — do you suggest that violence would be 
better than civil disobedience however inadequate? I do not 
think so. Human nature with all its weaknesses must have some 
medium of giving vent to its protest, and if you deprive opp- 
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ressed humanity of even civil disobedience you deprive it of 
nli it has and drive it to abject cowardice. 1 am putting it very 
•strongly but I am c-Kpressing my clear conviction. I am sure 
that we will progress from honest error to truth and then from 
truth to truth. I have written a long article for H.T., Congress 
Number, yesterday. I do not know that Devdas or you will 
like it. but if Devdas publishes it I want you to see it. 

If Hapu says anything about your letter I shall let you 
know. Will you kindly tell Bajrangji that I am very thankful 
for his very full letter about Andrews? I .showed it to Bapu and 
shall let you have Bapu’s \iews on the matter tomorrow. 

Yours aJfcctionateJy, 
Mahadev 

PS. We leave for Ramgarh tomorrow evening by the 
passenger train! ! What about the talk with Bidhan? 
Did you succeed in getting him to absolve Bapu? 
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Calcutta, 
March 14, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHaI, 

I was thinking of coming to Ramgarh to see Bapu but 
then I felt that I would unnecessarily be wasting his time. I had 
no other business except to press it again on Bapu that in my 
opinion we are going the wrong way and as the position is 
very critical, he should reconsider the position in the light of 
the views held by some of us. But then I realised that it would 
hardly have any effeet on him and so it was better not to 
encroach on his time. 

I had jotted down my views on paper and I am enclosing 
a copy of the same herewith. I would suggest that you should 
place them before Bapu when he is at leisure. And perhaps 
after reading them he will himself say that I did the right thing 
in not coming to press them on him. 
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You must have read about the London outrage, I fear the 
situation is getting worse. Anti-British feeling is List gaining 
ground which must in the end result in violence. 

The Russo-Finnish peace has brought the danger nearer to 
home. 

Yours, 

Ghansliyamdas 

Shri Mahadevbhai Dhsai 
Ramgarh 
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Calcutta, 
March 15, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I had a talk with Bidhan and I got him to absolve Bapu 
from his promise, I did not write to you because he said he 
would himself write. I feel tempted to ask Bidhan to revoke 
this decision because then Bapu will have to pass through 
Calcutta! But I am keeping restraint on my desire. 

Why did you interpret ray letter as arguing that even vio- 
lence could be better than civil disobedience, however inade- 
quate? I agree with you that human nature must have some 
medium of giving vent to its protest and for that purpose civil 
disobedience, even if be a bit uncivil, is better than violence. 
Satyagraha in its true form is, of course, the best remedy. But 
what I say is this that we are giving display of our desire to 
protest without fully exploring the avenues of an honourable 
settlement. At times I feel that we are over emphasizing the 
fighting part of our programme and ignoring settlement through 
persuasion. We have pitched our demands so high that we have 
made it impossible for Englishmen to come to an honourable 
settlement. That is where I complain. There are others even in 
the Working Committee who feel like myself But in the pre- 
sence of Bapu, I and perhaps many others, feel a sort of opti- 
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mhlk confidence which [ at any rate lose immediately I begin 
to coolly analyse the position when no longer in his presence. 
This I think is succumbing to heart and ignoring the head al- 
though God alone knows winch is more stupid! However, 
doubts about the wisdom of our present policy haunt me. We 
arc passing through a critical period and so I said to myself 
that I must again put my doubts to Bapu, So I jotted down my 
thoughts and have sent you a copy for whatever it is worth. 
When I consult my heart, I feel that eventually Bapu must win 
because even though he may commit mistakes, he will commit 
less mistakc.s than other human beings. God must guide him. 
But this is talking with faith. When I consult my head and do a 
bit of “rational” thinking, I come to no other conclusion than 
this that we have not played our cards well. 

But you need not waste your lime over me. And if you do 
so, you should do so only to educate me. In any case, whatever 
I write, good or bad, please show' it to Bapu. Bapu said to me 
many times that I should continue to influence him because 
seemingly I might not succeed but unconsciously he might get 
influenced. And so I am flooding you with all these thoughts. 
They also give me a little peace of mind. 

Yours, 

Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Ramgarh 
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March 17, 1940 

MY dear ghanshyamdas, 

I have gone through your letter and your note. I share your 
distress but it is my firm belief that w-e cannot possibly accept 
anything less than what we are asking for. I have not been able 
to detect any shortcoming in my plan. As a matter of fact it is 
they who stand to gain by it. If they are not found agreeable 
that will only go to show that they are not inclined to give 
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India the whip-hand. The manner in which the princes have 
been deporting themselves is proving increasingly obnoxious. 
Who told you that I am disinclined to come in contact with 
the princes. All I need is a faint gesture coming from their side 
and I shall be found ready to establish rapport with them. In 
fact, it is they who are avoiding me. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 

PS. If you so desire I am ready to come to Calcutta to 
participate in the Seva Sadan function. 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha, 
March 17, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I got Bapu to go through your letters. Never did I entertain 
the notion that what you write to me is just in order to exchange 
views with me, though I certainly believe that, maybe, by 
writing to me you indirectly wish me to convey things to Bapu 
more thoroughly. Therefore I place all your letters before Bapu 
as a matter of course. 

I have never held the view that you would prefer violence to 
incomplete non-co-operation. What I said was that your 
approach reaches perilously near to Moore’s and he, of course, 
considers violence to be the better course. The fact is that 
suffering humanity needs a catharsis for its pent-up feelings. 
And Bapu is busy perfecting just that device through a slow 
progress, and either he will succeed in his diflSiCuIt task or 
perish in the attempt. 

Once again Bapu has decided to take a major step in his 
life’s career. You may know its nature before this reaches your 
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hands. Unless yon arc thinking of calling Bapu to Calcutta I 
ma> comedown myself in order to acquaint you with the recent 
development, if you so desire. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Segaon, 
Via ^^^ARDHA, 
March 29, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHVAMDASJI. 

You wanted to take me to Delhi but God wanted me to go 
to Calcutta instead. Bapu feels it would be a good idea seeing 
Andrews on the day fixed for his operation. Which e.xplainswhy 
I am rushing to Calcutta. This train is abominable, not letting 
a fellow scribble anything. Here is a letter from Shiva Rao 
which has just arri\'ed. Please glance over it, particularly the 
portions marked by me. If the position is really such as he sa3's 
it is, we should feel quite optimistic as to the fate of our for- 
mulae. I should be reaching Calcutta on Sunday morning. We 
shall talk over the matter when we meet. 

Today Rajaji has had protracted talks with Bapu. As the 
result of this tete to tete Bapu has discovered wider implications 
of non-violence, saying, finally, that if the Muslims continued to 
fashion their affairs in the manner they are doing now we would 
have to overhaul our entire programme. It is quite likely that 
when the Working Committee meets on the 15th, Bapu will 
place something brand-new before it. If in the mean time your 
ambassadorial mission is crowned with success, it would be a 
major gain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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19-A Ballygunj Circular Road, 

Calcutta, 
March 30, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHATMAJI, 

A friend from Delhi, who %'ery often meets the Viceroy, has 
sent a letter to me. He says that the impression left by your last 
interview on Linlithgow was that at first you wanted to lead 
him up to a certain point, and when he tried to reach it, then 
you left him altogether. He further writes that if you had 
cleared the position from the very beginning that the Dominion 
Status of the Westminster variety would not be acceptable to 
you, the Viceroy would have comprehended the situation. But it 
was not done. You insisted on the reply of the question whether 
the Status conferred on India would be of the Westminster 
variety or not. Linlithgow drew the conclusion that if he would 
get this point cleared, a way for further negotiations would be 
opened. He drew the attention of the Home Government to 
this fact with all emphasis, and assured her that his position 
would be strengthened if he gets a chance of making such a 
statement. He also insisted that so far as that declaration was 
concerned, it should not be mixed up with the communal pro- 
blems. The League may be opposed to it to any extent, but the 
political destiny of India could not be now changed. But when 
the basis of negotiation was clarified, and he (the Viceroy) 
made an announcement with the surest hope of your approval, 
then all of a sudden you changed your attitude and declared 
quite unequivocally that India could not accept it. This weaken- 
ed the position of Linlithgow, and the Home Government 
considered him to be incapable of understanding and dealing 
with Indian situation. In short, Linlithgow had a deep grievance 
against your attitude. 

Here ends the letter. When I was in Delhi last time, I had 
come to know of similar things through other sources. 

So far as the real question is concerned, I do not think that 
the Viceroy has a reasonable cause of the grievance. Your 
question about the Westminster Status clearly meant that when 
it continues the right of cessation, the British Government 
should not hesitate to allow India to decide it through her own 
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free win. You did not mean that India would give up the right 
of self-determination and recede to a position where she would 
accept whatever the British Government condescends to give her 
in a patronising way. But leaving aside the real problem, per- 
haps it would have been better to remove the misunderstanding 
if Linlithgow so feels that he has reason to be aggrieved. The 
reaction of the Delhi letter on me is that Linlithgow feels that 
he has been met with the tactics of a politician, rather than in a 
way whicli is solely yours. However, the reactions of Linlithgow 
have no foundation in reality, and there would be no harm if 
only this aspect of the affair is clarified through a letter. 

You may take up whatever line of action you deem fit in this 
respect. I have only laid the full information I got from the 
letter before you. The writer of the letter is a responsible and 
respectful man. 

Yours sincerely, 
A.K. Azad 
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SEVAGEASt, 

Wardha, 
April 4, 1940 

DEAR LORD LINLITHGOW, 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad writes a long letter from which 
I enclose herewith the relevant portion. 

I shall be painfully surprised if you can confirm the report 
received by the Maulanasaheb. Mine was a simple inquiry. We 
had come so near each other that there was no mental reser- 
vation between us. And if anything was left obscure there was 
no difficulty about going straight to the point and clearing 
obscurities. That Dominion Status may not be acceptable to the 
Conaress had been cleared at the interview w’hich led to my 
inquiry. The object was to know where each party exactly 
stood. I should be very sorry indeed to discover that I left on 
your mind the impression that if Dominion Status of the 
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Statute of Westminster variety was meant, the Congress would 
accept it. 

I must refuse to give any credence to the suggestion that you 
had lost caste with the Cabinet because you had allowed your- 
self to be overreached by me as the report implies. I have not 
known British statescraft to be so easily moved from its dis- 
positions as suggested by Maulanasaheb’s correspondent. And I 
shall hope that you could never consider me guilty of wanting 
to overreach you. 

Whilst I am writing to you I want to have another thing 
also off my mind. I have already told you that in my son 
Devdas you have a warm hearted champion. He has been writ- 
ing long letters to me trying to convince me that I did you a 
gross injustice in abruptly terminating our last conversation. He 
discounts my assurance that the conversation ended because 
both you and I saw that the gulf between us was found to be 
too unbridgeable to be handled at that moment by prolonging 
conversations. Indeed it was your expression that it would be 
more manly for as to end the conversations the very day we 
began them and make the confession to the public. I at once 
accepted the accuracy of your characterisation. Devdas says 
that was said out of courtesy, if not British pride, and that you 
were eager to prolong the conversations. He is thus most 
disconsolate and thinks that my interpretation of your attitude 
is wrong. You alone can help me to settle domestic dispute. 

M.K.G. 
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Sevagram, 
Wardha, 
April 4, 1940 

DEAR MAULANASAHEB, 

You shall address me as you like, I do not know that you 
addressed me differently. 

I have written to Lord Linlithgow as suggested by you. 
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I quite agree with you about the Pattabhi episode. 

I am inclined to think that there should be a considered 
reply from you to the Lahore resolution. 

Yours sincerely, 
M.K. Gandhi 
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Sevagram, 
Wardha, 
April 5, 1940 

dear SIR RADHAKRISHNAN, 

I could not reply per return. Mass C.D. may or may not 
come. There is room for two or more opinions, I shall not pre- 
cipitate. But so far as the national claim is concerned, there can 
be no abatement. There is ample room for compromise after the 
mind becomes one. So long as the British Government think 
that they should have the decisive voice, the Congress should 
be the opposing body. I know the choice lies between two 
courses, opposition or acceptance of what can be had today. 
My whole life has been passed not to yield anything on the 
fundamentals, no matter how weak one may feel. Up to 
now I have had no cause for regret in having adopted that 
course. This unbending attitude of the British grieves me. I was 
going to use the word irritation. But it is not to be found in the 
non-violence dictionary. Do you not see that princes have no 
power to treat with us? I ask you to be patient and firm. 

Yours sincerely, 
M.K. Gandhi 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha, 
April 12, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Enclosed please find copy of the Viceroy’s reply. Please tear 
it up after reading it. Devdas’s debate with Bapu continues. He 
maintains that had Bapu made too obvious to the Viceroy that 
Dominion Status of any kind would remain unacceptable to us 
but that let him spell out what kind of it he contemplates offer- 
ing, then the Viceroy’s likely response would have been to the 
effect that an academic discussion of this kind had better be 
held some other time. I find substance in Devdas’s argument, but 
there is little we can do about it. At times Bapu creates a mis- 
understanding and then finds it difficult to retrieve the situation. 
Bapu is so multisided that while we see only one aspect of 
what he says or does he himself has quite different aspects of 
it in his mind. 

When I reminded Bapu about your query he said let that 
wait till some fresh opportunity occurs. So the reply he has sent 
contains no mention of it. 

Shiva Rao seems to have made sort of commitment. You 
might have seen his statement. He talks of the right of self- 
determination and then he also makes a mention of committees. 
He might come here. If I gather something from him I shall let 
you know what it is. 

Is it possible to convey to you an idea of the inferno we have 
been experiencing here. Bapu’s own cottage is well furnished with 
khas curtains, so the ladies surrounding him can possibly have 
no idea of what it is like outside. My problem is to get bucket- 
fuls of water and a man to sprinkle the curtains with it. And in 
spite of the air-conditioning inside his cottage he occasionally 
loses his cool and complains of the weather. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 


PS. Shiva Rao had left some other documents here for 
us to read. Herewith their copies as well. 
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Calcutta, 
April 17, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEYBHAI, 

You might have drawn the attention of Bapu towards the 
rejoinder of Liaquat Ali Khan, I fear Liaquat All's criticism has 
some strength. Bapu’s writings, if they are to be taken literally, 
do sound inconsistent. We know Bapu will have Jio difficulty in 
gi\’ing a correct interpretation: but tlie fact remains that more 
often than not, Bapu is misunderstood by his opponents, and 
even those who are in close touch with him, find it difficult at 
times to correctly gauge his mind. 

When I was in Wardha, Bapu was in fact arguing against 
Rajaji about partition. And now he says he would resist it, al- 
though in a non-\‘ioIent manner, with all the forces at his com- 
mand. Such misunderstanding is not confined to the Viceroy or 
to Liaquat Ali but also to many other quarters. Moore, Mth 
whom I was lunching day-before-j-esterday at his house, was 
very much puzzled. He says he reads so much contradictory 
matter in the Harijan that he virtually gets confused. He wants 
at times to write to support Bapu but he himself does not know 
what e.xactly is Bapu leading towards and thinks that there is 
confusion in Bapus mind. We ail know he is not correct in 
reading confusion in Bapu's article, but we also ought to know 
what people feel and think about them. 

What will be Bapu's reaction towards the suggestion that 
Government should take up their attitude on the foIloMng lines: 

“For the achievement of the goal of India, which 
have in view, substantial agreement on communal matters 
among the various communities is \’ery essential. H.M.G. regret 
to observe that communal tension is increasing day by day. 
After studying the point of view of both sides, H.M.G. leel that 
the first prerequisite for achievement of the goal is to establish 
communal harmony; and with the object that final settlement 
may be arrived at between representatives of both sides, H.M-G. 
have decided to dissolve prorincial Assemblies and allow a fresh 
election. After the election is held, representatives for the pur- 
pose of carrying on communal negotiations will be elected b> 
members of provincial Assemblies, ever}' community electing its 
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own representative. The number of such representatives will be 
decided upon at a later stage in consultation with the various 
communities. It is hoped that it should be possible to arrive at 
a settlement between such elected representatives of various 
communities. Such a settlement is the first prerequisite for 
smooth working of any constitution that may later on be framed 
to achieve the final goal. It is hardly necessary to remind that 
any constitution framed with a substantial backing of all the 
major communities will be difficult to resist, as far as H.M.G. 
are concerned. 

Yours, 

Ghanshyamdas 

Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Calcutta, 
April 17, 1940 


PUJYA BAPU, 

Halifax’s letter is quite clear. He has a grievance against you 
that we are determined to ignore their difficulties. That is the 
burden of his song. He stresses the point that “There is hope in 
co-operation; our motives are pure.” Well, well. And what is 
your reaction to it? And what kind of a reply am I to send to 
him? Kindly guide me. 

Yours humbly, 
Ghanshyamdas 
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Calcutta, 
April 19, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

Zetland’s speech does not appear to be bad. It is concilia- 
tory. So far as he is concerned, the door is open. The following 
sentences are worth considering : 

we accept the reasonableness of the claim that Indians 
themselves should play a vital part in devising the sort of 
constitution which they deem best suited to the circum- 
stances of their country.” 

“These are in the main the reasons why we cannot dissociate 
ourselves from the shaping of the future constitution of 
India. But that does not mean that the future constitution of 
India is to be a constitution dictated by the Government and 
Parliament of this country against the wishes of the Indian 
people. The undertaking given by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to examine the constitutional field in consultation with 
representatives of all parties and interests in India surely 
connotes not dictation, but negotiation.” 

I think this is not a bad formula. It should be possible to 
bring about an understanding perhaps on the following lines : 

1. While H.M.G. declare Dominion Status of the West- 
minster Statute type to be the goal of India, the Congress’ 
goal is one of Independence. But self-determination 
through negotiation having been conceded, it is agreed 
by H.M.G. that whether the future constitution of India 
should be based on Dominion Status or on Independence 
is a question which will have to be negotiated between 
H.M.G. and the Indian representative Assembly. H.M.G. 
will not rule out any negotiation on the basis of Indepen- 
dence if that be the demand of the Representative 
Assembly. 

2, For the purpose of negotiation, the members of provincial 
Assemblies will elect a body of representatives based on 
communal representation, the ratio of communal represen- 
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tatives in the body of representatives to correspond to the 
ratio of the communal members in the Provincial Assemb- 
lies. Such a body of representatives will first settle the com- 
munal question amongst themselves and thereafter will 
negotiate with H.M.G. as regards the form of constitution 
that is to be adopted for the future Government of India. 

3. As regards the question of princes, whether they should 
be brought in the new constitution or whether the consti- 
tution should be confined only to British India, it will be 
negotiated between the Representative Assembly and 
H.M.G. In case it is decided that princes should be inclu- 
ded, then there will be further negotiation between princes 
on the one hand and Representative Assembly on the 
other hand. 

4. The question of framing a new constitution will be taken 
up immediately on termination of War. 

5. In the intervening period India will be so treated as if she 
were enjoying Dominion Status. 

I think such a formula should meet the position of both 
sides. But all depends on Bapu. My own feeling is that just now 
re-establishment of any personal contact between Bapu and the 
Viceroy is out of question. It will unnecessarily create compli- 
cations and rouse speculation. But if Bapu thinks that there are 
“germs of settlement” in Lord Zetland’s speech, then perhaps 
he should start correspondence with the Viceroy; and after the 
matter is fairly clarified, then will be the time for him to estab- 
lish contact again. What does Bapu think of this? 

The stalemate is undoubtedly demoralising. Bapu told me in 
Wardha that we were not losing anything out of such a posi- 
tion. But I fear there is great difference between the way he 
thinks and the way the man in the street does, Bapu does not 
visualise any struggle in the near future whereas the man in the 
street thinks that preparations are being made for a struggle. 
Bapu is talking of retirement from the Congress whereas the 
man in the street thinks he is going to lead civil disobedience 
movement. I think this is a dangerous position. If it is possible 
to end the stalemate, which I think it should be, then efforts 
should be made. And since Zetland says that the door is open, 



46 BAPU—A Unique Association 

it is up to Bapu to take the initiative. Lord Halifax also 
says that it is for Bapu to point the way. I agree with him. 
What is Bapu’s reaction to my suggestion? 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


SnRi MAiiADnVDHAi Desai 
S nVAGRAM 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha, 
April 19, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

The letter you have sent is of extraordinary importance. 
He is mulling over it. He will tell me later what to write. 

I am afraid Bapu has destroyed the file. The file itself was 
there but on turning it over it was discovered that the papers 
we were seeking were not in it. Bapu remarked, “After reading 
them I destroyed the lot. We must not preserve such material. 
I am very definite about it.” Have you, by any chance, a copy 
of any of them? But Bajrang’s own shorthand note-book must 
surely be there. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 

PS. I shall write to you tomorrow again. Just now Bapu 
is busy talking with Maulana Saheb. Bapu placed the 
matter of coming out again before Maulana Saheb 
with great earnestness. This again failed to secure the 
necessary sanction. , 

M. D, 
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Vni<iu<' riSUK'iit'tur, 
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(‘AJ.Ct'TTA, 
AprU 20, I'l'Ul 


MY WAH MAU,Snt VUUAt, 

This scctns to be the aricr-clTcel iT my hinch v,ith Moi»rc, I 
wish Hnpu or you wouUi write per.son:ijiy to Mtu>rc. 

Yours ,'!mr<-r<7y, 
Gh:’.U'.h>;uiuh'.s 


Syt. MAttMM.vnit.M Dism 

SUVAGRAM 
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SrGAON. 

Via Waudiia (C.lh). 

April 25. 1940 

MV DEAR GJtANSJlVAMDASJI, 

The Idler written to Delhi is rather harslily wordctl. But my 
feeling is that the reply we are going to get will be found easy 
on the language. It could even sec): direction. If that proves to 
be the ease, Bapu will certainly .show the way. For the time 
being Bapu remains suspicious as to their motives. What is 
happening just now is a mere repetition of what took place at 
the time of the 2nd Round Table Conference, and again in 
Rajkot, with this difference, of course, that in the present ins- 
tance the scenario is much larger— at least that is liow Bapu 
feels about the entire drama. It is quite possible that Bapu 
writes to Halifax after he gets a reply to Iiis communication to 
the Viceroy. 

I feel awkward wlien you put through a trunk call and I 
find it impossible to communicate to you something reassuring. 
But that is how it is, and I am helpless. 

A letter from Rameshwarji has come through today. He wants 
Bapuji to come but Bapuji seems to have made up his mind not 



Vrinur A'^ociaiinn 


l>’ lir (v.j[ r^r licrc. lonf nrc >ou foin^ to siny there? In 
y.'ij Jm,. ’ t.. f/, Mofiih.-iy uliy not take this- route. I am 


l-!' 


I'' f-’f n ono.iv inj the 3’)ih ,*!n;l after staying t))C u'hoic 
o' the ]‘.t ul Ma.'i I shall he starting for and staying at Surat 
from the 'n,i to the .'rd. 

Ynttrs sincerely, 
M a ha dev 


i'S. 'li'.is time HaptJ i. quite clear about not resorting to 
ci‘. .'! ili-o!»edienee in his article in Ifarijan. Make it a 
poifjt to read it. 

M. D. 
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Calcltta. 

April 26, 1940 

MV Dr\r. MMtxDr.vrntM, 

V/.’.r is taking a b.id turn. Denmark is already swallowed and 
Norway is in tlie process of being finished. Scandinavia has 
been a happy family so far. civilised to the extreme and most 
peace-loving. I had read that in Scandinavia real democracy 
ruled, that there was so little disparity between the highest and 
the lowest. These small countries were cited by the author as 
an cvampic of what could be achieved by way of equal distn- 
bution of national wealth without resorting to socialism. 

I was only last year discussing the virtues of Scandinavian 

administration with Klicr. And now it is all over’ Yesterdav 
Reuters in pathetic terms related how the population of Norway 

under the rain of bombs and machine-gun bullets was fleeing 

from towns completely demoralised and in panic. It is shocking 
that such good people should so suddenly be reduced to this 
helpless condition simpl}' because they had neither the will nor 
the resources to develop the technique of destruction into a 
fine art. The futility of violence, and also, I fear, its temporary' 
efficacy, is being proved. Of what avail was the violent defence 
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of Norway? And yet for the time being bigger violence of 
Germany seems to have succeeded! 

Let us hope eventually everyone will see the futility of vio- 
Jcnce and a new era may dawn. But arc we really making a non- 
violent contribution towards the world problem? Of what avail 
is our non-violence to Norway, Sweden and Denmark? Virtual- 
ly, arc we not giving a handle to Germany? True, we are doing 
nothing beyond embarrassing Great Britain and perhaps we 
may say that such an embarrassment is inevitable and is not 
caused deliberately. But the fact remains that England is in 
distress and by our action we arc embarrassing not only England 
but all other good nations who have been victims of aggression. 
We arc not likely, it seems, to succeed in changing England’s 
heart. And victims like Norway, etc. can nc\cr appreciate our 
attitude. 

In the light of our present attitude, the international world 
can with justification misinterpret our past help to victims of 
aggression like China and Spain. Were they more deserving of 
our help than the present victims? And if not, then why this 
distinction? Simply because an Imperialist power, even for the 
sake of its own interest, happens to decide to do something 
which is noble and moral! Bapu has never regretted his action 
during the last War when he vigorously recruited people for 
military purpose. This time his attitude looks a sharp contrast 
although he says that both the attitudes arc right ones. 

Doubts assail me again and again whether our position is 
morally sound. Bapu, of course, knows better. But I write again 
to say that I feel that we ought to have made a better contri- 
bution. I don’t think Bapu will agree, but it is better to put 
one’s doubts before him every now and then. He too, I find, 
changes and perhaps in this matter too he may. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha (C. P.), 
April 29, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Nothing from the Viceroy so far. As soon as anything arri- 
ves I will let you know. In case his letter arrives in my absence, 
I am leaving word with Bapu to write to you. 

Your letter of yesterday was rather important. I gave it to 
Bapu so that something could be written for Harijan. Your 
reasoning, though appealing enough, is by no means unassail- 
able. Society has been advancing the same set of arguments all 
the time. A sufficient answer should be sought from Bapu. 

I should be returning here in the morning of the 9th, 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 

PS. Herewith an account of the conversation with 
Hicks. Please also show it to Moore and ask him to do 
something in response to Bapu’s appeal in regard to 
Andrews’s legacy. 

M. D. 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha (C, P.), 
April 30, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

, Here is Bapu’s reply to your letter. It will go in as an article 
in the next issue. Your letter will be published on the top of 
this article. I do not know if this will satisfy you. 

No letter from Simla yet! 

Yours, 

Mahadev 



BAPU — A Unique Association 51 


Enclosed Article 

My correspondent is not alone in bemoaning the lot of most 
cultured and inoffensive people like the Danes, and the Nor- 
wegians. This war is showing the futility of violence. Supposing 
Hitler becomes victorious over the Allies, he will never subjugate 
England and France. It will mean another war. Supposing the 
Allies are victorious, the world will fare no better. They will be 
more polite but not less, ruthless, unless they learn the lesson 
of non-violence during the war and unless they shed the gains 
they have made through violence. The first condition of non- 
violence is justice all round in every department of life. Perhaps 
it is too much to expect of human nature. I do not however 
think so. No one should dogmatise about the capacity of human 
nature for degradation or exaltation. 

Indian non-violence has brought no relief to the cultured 
Western powers because it is still poor stuff. Why travel so far 
to see its inefficacy? We in India are torn asunder in spite of the 
Congress policy of non-violence. The Congress itself is distrusted. 
Not until the Congress or a similar group of people represents 
the non-violence of the strong, will the world catch the infection. 

India’s aid to Spain and China was merely moral. The mate- 
rial aid was but an insignificant token of it. There is hardly an 
Indian who does not feel the same sympathy for Norway and 
Denmark who lost their freedom overnight. Though their case 
is different from Spain and China, their ruin is more complete 
perhaps than that of Spain and China. Indeed there is a material 
difference even between China and Spain. But there is no diffe- 
rence so far sympathy is concerned. Pauper India has nothing 
to send to these countries except her non-violence. But as I have 
said this is not yet a sendable commodity. It will be, when India 
has gained her freedom through non-violence. 

There then remains Britain’s case. The Congress had caused 
no embarrassment. I have declared already that I shall do noth- 
ing to embarrass Great Britain. She will be embarrassed if there 
is anarchy in India. That, the Congress so long as it is under my 
discipline, will not support. 

What Congress cannot do is to lend its moral influence to 
Britain. Moral influence is never mechanically given. It is for 
Britain to take it. Perhaps British statesmen do not think the 
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Congress has any to lend. Perhaps they think that all they 
need is material aid in this warring world. If they do, they will 
not be far wrong. Morality is contraband in war. My corres- 
pondent has given up the whole of his case for Britain when 
he says ‘we arc not likely to succeed in changing Britain’s heart’. 
I do not wish ill to Britain. I shall grieve if Britain goes down. 
But the moral influence of the Congress cannot be available to 
Britain unless she washes her hands clean of India. It works 
under its own unalterable condition. 

My friend docs not see the difTcrcncc between my recruiting 
in Kheda and my attitude now. During the last war the moral 
issue had not been raised. The Congress was not pledged to non- 
violence. It had not the moral hold on the masses it now enjoys. 

I was acting on my own in all I did. I had even attended the 
war conference. And to be true to my declaration I had been 
recruiting at the cost of my health. I told the people that if they 
wanted arms military service was the surest way to get them. 
But if they were non-violent like me, my appeal was not to them, 
There was no non-violent man among my audience so far as I 
knosv. Their reluctance was based on ill will towards Britain. 
This was gradually giving place to an enlightened determination 
to throw off the foreign yoke. 

Things have changed since then. In spite of the unanimous 
support that Britain got during the war from India, the British 
attitude was translated into the Rowlatt Act and the like. The 
Congress accepted non-violent non-co-operation to meet the 
British menace. There is the memory of the Jallianwalla Bagh, 
the Simon Commission, the Round Table Conference, the 
emasculation of Bengal for the sake of the misdeeds of a few. 
The Congress having accepted non-violence I do need to 
go to the people to give recruits. Through the Congress I can 
give something infinitely better than a few such recruits. Of that 
evidently Britain has no need. I am willing but helpless. 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha (C. P.), 
May 15, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

We have got to give what Biharilal asks for. In Gujarati 
there is a saying, “Once the head is wetted, it has got to be 
shaved.” There must be some matching saying in Marwari, like 
“Why be afraid of the mallet, when you have placed your head 
in the mortar?” He does not seem likely to servive. 

Devdas rang up this morning to give news of Holland’s 
surrender. Belgium may share her fate before long. Now Bapu 
should establish direct contact with the British Cabinet. Using 
the Viceroy as a medium, he should explain India’s position 
fully. This may fetch some concrete results. 

On hearing the news Bapu remarked, “There is nothing ex- 
traordinary about it.” Hitler’s stocks are steadly rising in his 
eyes. I said, “That is all right so long as you do not say so 
publicly.” 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 


Enclosure 


C/o Mahatma Gandhi, 
Sevagram, 
Wardha, 
May 18, 1940 

DEAR SETHJI, 

My name is Bal Kalelkar and I am the second son of 
Kakasaheb Kalelkar, formerly the Vice-Chancellor of Gujarat 
Vidyapith, whom you know personally. I was for years with my 
father in the Ashram at Sabarmati. 

The purpose of writing this letter is to seek Financial assis- 
tance from you, for my higher studies in the Massachusett Insti- 
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tntc of Tcchnoloizy at Cambridge— Mass. (U. S. A.) which is 
considered the best institute of its hind in the whole world. 

Financial assistance is absolutely necessary because, neither 
my father nor 1 own any property. For over twenty years, my 
father has been a close associate of Mahatmaji, and has since 
been working more or less on honorariums only. My education 
in the Bombay University was made possible partly by my good 
luck in producing good results in examinations which secured 
me scholarships and prizes, and partly with the help that a few 
friends of my father willingly rendered. 

I am in need of Rs. 9,000 for the proposed course of study 
in America. I am hoping to win scholarships and prizes there, 
and thus enable myself to take my D. Sc. (in Engineering) in- 
stead of an M. Sc. only. But I may not bank on the possibility 
of winning scholarships in America, and sail without securing 
the requisite of my studies. 

I would like to mention just at this stage that, I am terribly 
afraid of burdening myself with a debt and thus cripple myself 
in the very threshold of my career. Therefore, / venture to ask 
for o scholarship pure and simple. Let me hasten to add, however, 
that I consider myself responsible enough constantly to bear in 
mind the moral obligation which would demand a repayment 
of the scholarship money by way of personal services, if not 
in cash. 

/ beg to remain yours faithfully, 
Bal D. Kalelkar 
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Sevagram, 
Wardha, 
May 21, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDAS, 

I have your letter. I have written to Madhav separately. You 
must all be grief-stricken over Sumitra’s demise. But is this not 
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the fit occasion for putting our faith in God and our 
knowledge of things on high to an acid-test? I have no doubt in 
my mind that all of you will emerge triumphant from this fiery 
ordeal. 

Europe is going through the holocaust of internecine carnage, 
reminding one of the Yadava’s family quarrel in the days of 
yore, with what result, we all know. Be that as it may, my heart 
is hardened in this respect. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 
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May 23, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

Bajrang had left with you a copy of the Birla College bro- 
chure. Bapu had promised to write something about it. Please 
place the brochure before Bapu in ease you have not already 
done so. 

We have taken a final decision about the Birla College now. 
We are writing to the Jaipur State that unless they give us per- 
mission to open Degree classes and remove all restrictions about 
appointments and dismissals of staff within July 1941 when the 
next session begins, we would close down the institution. The 
position has become so intolerable because we cannot move to 
the right or to the left without coming into a clash with the 
state. We want a free hand about appointments and dismissals 
of staff. The Degree College may wait but freedom about ap- 
pointments and dismissals we are not prepared to mortgage to 
the state. There are a number of inefficient teachers on the staff 
and I have a keen desire to replace them by really good men 
and thus raise the standard of teaching in the college. But we 
are not allowed to do this. And therefore we have decided that 
unless we are given freedom in this respect, we would remove 
the institution to some part of British India. 
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Personally I am sure such a situation may not arise because 
the state will not have the courage to deny us the right that is 
ours. But if they do not realise their mistake, then I have made 
up my mind to remove the institution to British India. 

Let Bapu read the brochure and write something in our 
lavour if he feels like it. But the time may come when he may 
have to write something very strong. 

Yours, 

Ghanshyamdas 

SiiRi Mah,\di:vdh.\i Des.m 
Senagram 
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May 24, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

What I said to you on phone has not been confirmed. I do 
not know who spread the rumour. The gentleman in question 
was at Matlieran. When the rumour came from all sides, I en- 
quired twice at the gentleman's house and the neu s was con- 
firmed. We then asked the Associated Press which did not 
confirm the rumour. How could the house confirm such a 
rumour is beyond my comprehension. But I had taken the pre- 
caution of telling you not to send any telegram until the Asso- 
ciated Press confirmed the rumour. 

I am returning Roger's letter to you. A cop}' of his letter to 
me is being sent to you. Both of them tally. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sev.agram 
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SnVAGRAM, 
Wardha, 
May 30, 1940 

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS, 

This from Bal. He wishes it sent just as it is. I said if it must 
be sent then let me do the sending. But no special significance 
should be attached to fact that I am forwarding it. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 
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Maganwadi, 
Wardha (C.P.), 
June 3, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

There must always be some occasion for excitement here. 
Somebody stole a letter addressed to Bapu by a girl. Along 
with it went his own pen. Thereafter the pen was reccovered from 
the place where it must have been thrown by the person who 
did it. Bits of the torn letter were also found lying about the 
same place. Bapu was mortified. He felt it could not have been 
the handiwork of any of the servants; someone from among 
us must have done this. Forthwith he gave the ultimatum that 
if nobody came forward with a frank admission of the guilt 
by Friday he would launch a fast for an indefinite period. 
We have all been busy sleuthing the culprit but without any 
result. This interplay of hidden passions swallows up a lot of 
our time. 

Now Italy too seems to be preparing to jump into the fray. 
And yet these people are riding the high horse. Who knows 
what is going to happen? 
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Hy iu>\v you inij^.lu have feathered llic implications of such 
expressive terms as fifth column and quisling. The former, of 
course, denotes the enemy with the gates. The latter stands for 
someone who has chosen to betray his country. Just as the 
origln.il owner bclrayccl Norway. The 2n<J June issue of Times 
of India Illustrated Weekly has an interesting article dealing 
with these two terms which have already passed into usage. 

That letter has not even been acknowledged. Nor do I hope 
it will be. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 

PS. I have noted what you have to say about ghee. By 
this time I must have digested tons and tons of ghee of 
that quality. Supply of bcl is being regularly main- 
tained by Birla Park. If this token of your affection 
abides I should feel happy indeed. I shall let you know 
what transpires on Friday next. I have been making 
persistent efforts to avert the crisis, to get the crisis 
averted in fact. 

M.D' 
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SeVAGRAM) 

WARDHA, 

June 4, 1940 

BUM GIIANSIIYAMDAS, 

I understand what j'ou say about Ba. 

You may come any time you like along with the children- 
Though the days arc rather hot, the nights are quite pleasant. 

Blessingsfrow 

Bapu 

Seth Ghanshyamdas Birla 
Birla Park 
Mount Pleasant Road 
Bombay 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardiia (C.P.), 
June 6, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Your phone call. Early in the morning I had quite a lot to 
tell Bapu. I said, “Had you been quite definite as to the identity 
of the person who has committed this act of sin, there would 
have some justification for your going on a fast as an act of 
penance. But how can you undertake fasting as a measure to 
discover the sinner? It is presumptous to claim of aspire for 
omniscience which is one of God’s attributes. Therefore please 
do give up the idea of going on a fast. There arc also some 
undefinable factors your fasting is likely to entail.” 

Bapu scribbled out on a piece of paper, “I will keep your 
argument in mind.” 

This encourages me in my hope that the fast may not 
come off after all. Personally I do not feel that someone from 
among us took the letter and the pen. We may be just so many 
pigmies in stature as compared to Bapu, but none of us will go 
far as to hold back until the danger of his fast actually over- 
takes us. 

Yours sincerely^ 
Mahadev 
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Maganwadi, 
Wardha (C.P.), 
June 6, 1940 


MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

That episode of theft has taken a turn for the worse. Ycslei'- 
day Bapu all of a sudden turned upon Amtussalaam, saying, “J. 



('0 n.irr-A Un:.:::c 


lssocL:t:c’: 


'-U'Pv'vL U''.:. You m;:'' admit \our puiit witiicut de!?.y.'’ I v-as 
taken aback. Aratu^'^alaani protc.'tcJ. “I ha\e nethinc: to do v.hh 
it. 1 a:n innioccnt. Ailah niy uitr.c.'<." After making th'i 
declaration >hc d.*vl not tonch food; she h.a.' begu.n her ov-nfes:. 
1 told Ik’.pn. "It was ra'h to rsCCU'C lite girl, just ns it was rash 
to an.nounce yonr intended fa^t.” before long he w-iil realize 
tl'.at an act of inja'tiee has been comrodtted. He is then cenoir. 
to ni.tke amends by doing justice to her a hundred-fold arc 
tliat al'O w.-ll be a form of injustice. Barn 1ms done this rr;- 
\ioud} on sc\erai occa'-ions. At the present miornent. nowe’.cr. 
Bapu remains adamant. I-or the lim.e being I ha^e only this to 
tel! >ou th.at Bapt; will begin r.is fast as per sehedule. I shall 
luue more to say about tins m.atter tom.orrow morning whzn 
we talk o^er tb.e 'phone'. 

.•\ repls to I'n.tt letter b.as arrived. In his last letter Bapu had 
.said in c.Tect. "This mass slaughter must stop. You are lostrg 
and if \ ou fail to come to terms this mass slaughter will increase 
in \oIunte. Hitler is not litat bad. and you ha^ e only to wasn 
and this holceausl will come to an end in no time. I am mazy 

to go to Germiuny or anywhere else for that purpose if you se 

desire. Please coroey this message to the British Cabinet ns 
well." I had considered this piece of advice on the port ot Barn 
as sheer impudence, but the reply we have re-eeived is 
singly nice. It says in ctTect. *AVc are engaged in Y.'ar ana wn. 

continue Just as long as necessary to achi^^ e our objective. I 

understand ana appreciate your an.xiety, but everything is gciOc 
to be all right in the end. We both are deeply touched by yr- 
concern for our two sons." And that was all. 
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Shgaon, 
Via Wardha (C. P.), 
June 10, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I read out to Bapu both Liaquat All’s letter and your own. 
Your attitude is absolutely free from blemish. I was in receipt 
of Shiva Rao’s letter dealing with Sikandar’s formulae. Bapu 
wrote back in answer that the formulae needed drastic changes 
but that he himself would not do it, let them do that them- 
selves. It would be more appropriate, he said in effect, to for- 
ward the formulae to Maulana and to Jawaharlal. Herewith 
Shiva Rao’s letter. Kindly return it. 

So the danger of Bapu’s impending fast stands averted at 
last. The credit for it should go entirely to my efforts and to 
my vigorous remonstrance. Never before had I had the teme- 
rity to protest against any of Bapu’s steps so strongly. Even 
after he actually started fasting I wrote a lengthy letter to him 
saying that the fast had nothing religious about it, therefore I 
would continue to oppose it until it was given up. Two hours 
thereafter Bapu announced his decision to abandon it. 

If Sardar has returned from Satara, please show Shiva Rao’s 
letter to him and also acquaint him with the substance of 
Bapu’s answer. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Birla Arogya Mandir, 
Nasik Road, 
June 11, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I am coming after the Working Committee meeting. Madhav 
said he wanted to stay with Bapu at his leisure and he thought 
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H;ipu would 1 k' very busy just now. So, we arc all coming per- 
haps on the l‘)ili or 20th, whenever Bapu is free. Please let me 
Know wlueh dale will he belter. I will stay there for iwo days 
perhaps, but Madhav and Vasant will stay longer. Would it be 
possible for you to acconunodatc them at Sevagram? 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


SlUlt MAltAlU VllIIAl Dis\i 
St VACiRAM 
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Sevagram, 
Via Wardha, 
June 12, 1940 

MY DEAR GIIANSUYAMDASM, 

You can come even now, but the heat has appeared again 
and is unbearable! The best thing would be to come after the 
20th, for the W. C, people will be lingering on until the 20th, I 
am afraid. Madhav and Vasant can come wlicncvcr they lihe 
and they will both be accommodated here, if they will be ready 
to rough it out. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 


SiiRi Ghanshyamdas Birla 
Birla Arogya Mandir 
Nasik Road (G.I.P.) 
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Birla Sanatorium, 
Nasiic Road, 
June 12, 1940 

MY dear MAHADEVBHAI, 

I am returning the papers that you have sent me. As you 
will see; I am writing this from Nasik and therefore I liave no 
opportunity of showing the papers to Sardar. 

But what is the use of these drafts unless they are accepted 
by the Viceroy? Bapu correctly said that it was for them to 
make the changes in the draft. I still feel that something will 
come out, but perhaps the time is not yet ripe. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


End. 

Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha (C. P.), 
June 13, 1940 

MY dear GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Herewith I enclose Shiva Rao’s letter which is eloquent of 
the state of things at the headquarters. Suicide evidently seems 
to some people to be better than surrender. 

How long are you staying at Nasik? 

Please return Shiva Rao’s letter. 

Yours affectionately, 
Mahadev 
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Segaom. 
Via Wardra, 
June 33. 3940 

Arv DEAR GHAN'SHVAATDASJI. 

This was a bolt from the blue for your family. I don't think 
your family has experienced a similar tragedy so far. I do not 
feel equal to the task of writing to hfadhav Prasad separately. 
Bapuji has sent a wire to Rameshwarji and another to Calcutta. 
I keep reminding myself of tin's comforting shloJca: 


Bad days corns and go: 

Good days also come and go: 

Forget all a'oout tlie bad daj’s. 

Remember only the good days. 

I am not writing to Ramesliwarji either. I share your grief. 
I mean it literally. Durga says the girl's face lias haunted lier 
throughout tlie day. I am at a loss to find words to console you. 
You are God-fearing and a devotee. From your own vast 
storehouse of True Knowledge j’ou w'll surely find words to 
give you tlie peace you need at this juncture. 

Yoivs sincerely. 
Msdizdev 
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June 14, 1940 

XIY DEAR ALARADEXmRAI, 

About the death of the Rajkot Thakore, tlie first announce- 
ment tliat was made on the radio, which I also heard, was that 
while on a Shikar trip, lie was taken away by a tiger. The 
second announcement came the next daj’ that his heart failed but 
that his body iras fo:md. And then the subsequent announce- 
ment came that his heart failed while ascending a machan. Tlie 
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first announcement was heard by others. It appears that it was 
not a simple case of heart failure. Whatever be the truth, I fear 
it is the Nemesis that has worked in this case. Veerawala and 
then this man! Bapu must have sent a wire of condolence to 
the wife of the Thakore. 

The following announcement was made on the radio last 
night from Berlin: 


In India it has been stated in ofificial quarters, and specially 
by the Governor of Madras, that if Great Britain granted 
Independence to India, it would not last long since in case 
of a German victory, Germany could not allow India to 
remain free. We wish to make this declaration with the con- 
sent of official quarters and also with the consent of the 
German leaders that in case India is freed by Great Britain 
Germany has no desire, in case she wins, to take that free- 
dom back. In fact, Germany has got great regard for the 
sacrifices being made by India to attain freedom through 
non-violent means. And whatever freedom she has got or 
whatever she may get in future, will be fully respected by 
Germany. The relations between Germany and India have 
b^en most cordial in the past and it is the desire of the 
Government here that cordiality should in future increase 


The announcement was made in Urdu but I have carp nh 
rased n. It was a much longer declaration than what^I have 
paraphrased. Germany’s promises are perhaps of little value 
but m breaking pledges England has been no better sinee 

are concerned. In case Bapu rewrites to the Viceroy, perhaps 
this IS a point which may not be ignored ^ Peinaps 

fnl ‘r Times is not very help 

ful. He talks of great decisions”. But he forgot that Su 

Africa s great decision, before she got Independent. 

Boer War and Ireland’s decision was nistn^ f 

other hand, we have taken a great decision hv 

Gt. Britain in her timeoflhtrLs a^v tu f 

chivalry. On the other hand, the Khaksars in 

the Muslim League, have already started oerhLr’’ “ 

with Germany, attacking law and order ’it is^TiiI” 

ous that those who made a noisy display of ILr^tth^sZld 
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be tjjc fjr.st to cmlmrrnss the Government, whereas those who 
ha\c always foughl against it throughout their lieves should do 
everything possible not to embarrass it. 

But one could put a better interpretation also on Amcry’s 
speech. He might be saying : “You take charge of the Govern- 
ment and you will be in possession of freedom before you or 
ourselves realise it. It will be easier for England then to recog- 
nise the state of affairs that would then be prevailing. On the 
other hand, if you ask for Constitution first and Independence 
next, it will take perhaps a much longer lime. Therefore why 
not have freedom first and Constitution next?" 

Perhaps you have read Sir Purshottamdas’s speech at the 
Town Hall meeting. I must say that he has shown great courage 
in speaking out his mind so frankfy. He was criticised for this 
by subsequent Indian and European speakers, but he has uttered 
tlic truth. 

Fours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Sjiri MAiiADEvnuAi Desai 
Sevagram 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha (C.P.), 
June 14, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Did you see Lumley? Please tell me everything about the 
interview. 

Mirza Ismail’s man came here from Ooty with his letter. It 
was mostly padding, or just as sweetly worded attempt to make 
up with me. But the information it contained was to the effect 
that a preliminary conference must be held without the shadow 
of a doubt but that before calling such a conference its con- 
stituents an d Jjiek^ ength must be determined^ ajid it 
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should not lake more than three days, from the 27th to the 29th, 
to do that. The letter also said that the terms of reference 
had been conveyed to him. Bapu’s one-line answer was that 
what he was suggesting was a substitute for a Constituent 
Assembly, to be held to decide about the Constituent Assemb- 
ly's functions. Poor Mirza! He must be feeling sorely disappoin- 
ted. It seems he misunderstood Bapu’s viewpoint. It often 
happens that Bapu’s seemingly simple bits of information land 
people into a state of mental confusion as to their real purport. 
God knows how many people must have been misled by the 
interview Bapu gave to thcT'/;»^?^ of India man. 

You forgot to leave behind that publication on minorities. 
Please send it now. There is another book, Civitas Dei, by 
Lionel Curtis which has been in print for over a year. It may be 
available at Taraporcvala’s or Thackers. Kindly arrange to send 
it immediately. In case it is not available there, it must certainly 
be in the Asiatic Society's library. Lionel Curtis has treated 
the subject of communal electorates with an amount of severity 
not equalled by any other writer. This Curtis equals Dwyer in 
his doublemindcd tactics. Please send the book certainly asking 
Bajrang to search it out somewhere. If it is in the library, ask 
Bajrang to trace it though refcrance of communal electorates 
and then get it typed. The post meant for us should catch the 
mail there before 4 o’clock at the General Post Office. We have 
not received any communication from Simla so far. 

How is your health now? What is the telephone number 
there? My pranani to Rameshwarji. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 
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June 15, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

While replying to an objection regarding inconsistency in 
‘Question Box’ of Harijan, Bapu has given rise to another 
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inconsistency. Bapn says, “I have written many things which 
may not appear consistent enough. And I have done so know- 
ingly because I knew that 1 would not realize ahimsa during 
my lifetime to a desirable extent.” After this he again writes, 
‘‘My optimism will sustain for ever. No scientist cnvolvcs him- 
.sclf half hcartedly while experimenting. The age of mystic ex- 
periences is very much llicrc and they will remain so long as 
God is there.” 

Now tell me which of the two things is correct, I think the 
second thing is correct. At least I was impressed by its fancy. 

Yours, 

Ghanshyamdas 


SmU MAIIADIIVnilAI DI;SAI 
SnVAGKAM 
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Sevagram, 
Via Wardha, 
June 15, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Thank you for yours of the 14th. The news broadcast by 

Berlin Radio is interesting. We do not have a radio set, that is 
why we are ignorant of what takes place elsewhere and what 
anybody is saying. The better course would be to present a 
radio set to Bapu, even if he does not like the idea. 

Amery’s interview turned to be an absurd experience. Devdas 
had asked me to send Bapu’s comments but he did not like to 
say anything. But Bapu could have published your comment as 
it is a frank assessment and to the point also! 

Yes, I liked the speech of Sir Purshottamdas, at least its 
beginning part. The rest also is sufficiently good provided we 
are aware of one who is making it ! 
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I do not know what our all competent cabinet intends to do. 
We have not heard anything from the Government, nor does 
the cabinet have any new suggestion to give. 

Till what time shall you be able to come here? 

Yours affectionately, 
Mahadev 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha, 
June 16, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

The War news makes one’s head reel! It looks as though we 
were nearing the deluge. 

After the Working Committee there are the meetings of the 
A.I.S.A., Gandhi Seva Sangh, and a number of similar things 
which will keep Bapu engaged untill the 22nd. You had better 
therefore fix your arrival here on or after the 23rd. 

There was a funny letter yesterday from Laithwaite saying 
the German wireless had broadcast the news that British 
Government agents were planning for Gandhi’s assassination, 
and expressing the fear that the wish was father to the thought 
and that it might well be that German agents might well plan 
this thing in order to create vile propaganda against the British. 
It would be therefore well for everyone here to be careful, and 
would Gandhiji care to have unobtrusive police placed there. 
H.E. would be very glad to do it! 

I have written a letter of thanks, but said that Gandhiji 
wants no such thing as having lived under the threat of assassi- 
nation for a generation he had come to learn by experience 
that not a blade of grass moves except by His will and no 
assassin can curtail anybody’s life or a friend protect it. This 
was Bapu’s language of course. 

Yours affectionately, 
Mahadev 
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PS. I am having a septic tank built here. Would Bajrang 
get a proper porcelain seat from Bombay? There are 
none available in the market here. It should not be of 
the complicate variety which is cleaned by a top-flush, 
but of ordinary variety cleaned by pouring water down. 
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June 17, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

In spite of all that you wrote back to Laithwaite, I am sure 
you will be very careful about what has been told by him. The 
Khaksars may be planning anything and therefore it is better 
to be careful which I have no doubt you are. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Birla House, 
July 20, 1940 

Mahadevbhai 
Sevagram 
Wardha (C, P.) 

BRITISH PLAN EVACUATION CHILDREN FROM ENGLAND TO DOMI- 
NIONS. SHOULD NOT INDIA INVITE FEW THOUSAND CHILDREN AS 
REFUGEES? THIS WILL BE GOOD HUMANITARIAN GESTURE AND WILL 

be appreciated by god and man. 


Ghanshyamdas 
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Seagon, 
Via Wardha (C.P.), 
July 22, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Roger Hicks’ letter, just arrived, is worth reading. Bapu is 
quite correct in remarking in his article titled “Our Duty” which 
is due to appear in Harijan, that the British stand is in no need 
of our help. The sentence quoted by Roger throws a flood of 
light on the mentality of these people. The stark fact remains 
that there is a world of difference between our angle of vision 
and theirs! As to our conceptions or what is right and what the 
reverse thereof. 

Roger is due here to meet Bapu. More will be known after 
the meeting. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 


PS. Kindly return the letter. 
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Sevagram, 
July 23, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

After your phone call I. told Bapu. The delicate nuance of 
Bapu’s remark eludes description in words. It can only be con- 
veyed by word of mouth. 

The expected Simla communication has arrived. He says he 
cannot answer certain queries by virtue of his obvious involve- 
ment the nature of which he has left to Bapu to guess. All the 
same Bapu’s letter has been forwarded to the Secretary of State. 
And that is about all. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Sevagram, 
July 10, 1940 

MV DEAR GHANSMYAMDASJI, 

The enclosed will be an agreeable surprise for you! 

Dastanc, a very good Harijan of Bhusawal, has built a 
MarijanHomc there. It will be an Udyog Mandir where he will go 
to stay with his wife. He is a Chitpaw'an Brahman and has a re- 
putation to lose. He wants you— president of the Sangh— to per- 
form the opening ceremony. Bapu thinks it would be good if you 
could accept the invitation. Your presence will be a great impetus 
to the Marwadi community there. Will you go? If you will, you 
have to suggest a convenient date. 

What a reply Jinnah gave to Maulana! What impudence! 

srrf^TfEr stitfi 1 1 

(From a man’s taunting speech you can judge his origin 
and his family.) 

Four days ago a rabid jackal appeared in the Ashram and 
bit five people, one of them being Narayan! We were all asleep 
and it w'as about 11.30 p.m. They are all being given antirabi- 
serum injection. But it is a most dangerous thing — this bite. 

Let us pray to god that everything will be all right. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Calcutta, 
July 16, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

These copies of two letters, one from Lord Halifax and the 
other from George Schuster, will interest Bapu. I dislike 
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Schuslcr’s letter. And 1 don't undcr.stand why Halifax should 
object to selecting individuals by election. However, these letters 
arc now old story. Perhaps new developments may take place 
now. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 

Syt. MAHADnvnitAi Drr.Ai 
Sevagram 
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Calcutta, 
July 17, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

The proof of my pen-picture on Bapu have already been 
sent to you directly from Delhi. Please read the same and send 
me your opinion. You may be able to give few more incident of 
Bapu’s life which might be included in the book at various places. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 

Syt. Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Sevagram, 
July 18, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

The proofs have arrived. I am revising them from beginning 
to end. 

Herewith a cutting which makes interesting reading. Does 
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Birla College also maintain a Montessari department? One of 
these days, in this life to be sure, I am cherishing hopes of tour- 
ing the whole world in your company. The itinerary will include, 
beside Palestine, the schools run by the Soviets. 

Yesterday a wire came through from Maulana Saheb, read- 
ing, in effect, “You must come to Poona. When are you arriv- 
ing?” Bapu sent a telegram in reply, “What about your own 
promise to come here? Please keep your work. I do not think it 
advisable to come to Poona in pursuance of our common 
objective. I am not coming.” 

What next? Let us wait and see. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Sevagram, 
July 19, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

There is little in substantial in Schuster’s and Halifax’s 
letters. But the fact that the Government has done nothing so 
far in having an expanded Cabinet gives one a lingering hope 
that they have been seriously thinking over the Congress’ offer. 

Oh yes, there are rabid jackals also and this is one of the 
hazzards of life in the evenings here. This is the first time I came 
to know of it. This is the first time, too, of a man being attacked 
and bitten by a jackal while asleep inside a house. 

As soon as your proofs came I proceeded to read them, or 
rather enjoy reading them in company with Narayan. Narayan 
developed high fever yesterday. Even after 36 hours the fever 
has not abated. He was administered as many as seven injections. 
These have now been discontinued. We are all worried. But what 
will avail us by worrying when there is someone above us who 
does all the worrying for all of us? Bhavabhuti says this much 
so vividly, “The creatures only play their parts on the stage of 
Time.” 


Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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July 27, 1940 

MY DEAR MAUADEVllHAl, 

Prabliuciult Sastri wants to go to Scvagrani to see Bapu and 
stay tlicrc for a few days. Perhaps l\c wants to consult about his 
future life. He is retiring from serviec. Please let me know if 
Bapu is prepared to grant him an interview and if so, when. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 

Syt. Mahadevdhai Desai 
Wardha 
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Sevagram, 
July 27, 1940 

MY DEAR GUANSHYAMDASJI, 

Today I asked Bapu about Bhusawal. Bapuji says he appre- 
ciates your hesitation as something natural, but if barring this 
feeling of hesitation there is nothing to prevent you from visit- 
ing the place, then you must go. This is one of the rare in- 
stances of selfless devotion to the ideal of service disccrnable 
among the workers of Bhusawal. Before writing to you Bapu 
had made it a condition for your visit that they would not feel 
tempted to ask for any donation from you. They promptly 
wrote back that such was not their intention at all. The sole 
purpose of their eagerness to invite you there was that your 
presence there would inspire the local businessmen to take 
greater interest in the local Ashram. Therefore your visit to 
Bhusawal is desirable. This is what Bapu says. Now please let 
me know which dates would suit your convenience. 

Bawla has had the fever again. But now it has come down. 
This may have been due to the injections. Injections are the 
Devil’s own broth but there is no escaping them. The risk in- 
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volved in keeping away from the serum is so great that only a 
top-ranking medico can afford to make this experiment. God 
was kind and the jackal considerate in sparing Bapu, otherwise 
he would certainly have declined the serum and that would have 
placed us in a fix. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 

PS. Here is a tit-bit. Yesterday when the Brothers 
Kumarappa arrived here, armed with the All-India 
Village Industries Association report, Bapu remarked : 
“You have achieved something worthy of someone 
assigned to the task of preparing a report of some 
Government department. There is hardly any justifica- 
tion for assessing the value of this production so high. 
In contrast to your report here is Birlaji’s Birla College 
report— a model of restraint and modesty. Do read it.” 
The two brothers quietly took their leave; they also 
took the Birla College report with them. They will 
certainly read it. 
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Calcutta, 
August 1, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I want to put some good photographs in the new book of 
mine on Bapu. Devdas tells me that Kanu has got very good 
selections. Will you please select half a dozen photographs from 
those selections and send the same to me for approval ? 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghansliyamdas 


Syt. Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 



BAPU — A Unique Association 77 

79 


Sevagram, 
August 4, 1940 


MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Who is this Prabhu Dutt Shastri? Neither Bapuji nor I re- 
member to have ever met him. Bapuji would like you to tell 
something about him. Then alone will it be possible to write to 
him. Will he be found willing to come and stay here? 

We need your help in another, and quite important, matter. 
Bapuji is being flooded with complaints about the Government 
creating highly paid war-time jobs and filling them with Euro- 
peans. The salaries sanctioned for them are much too higher 
than they had ever earned. The other complaint is about rais- 
ing funds through resort to sheer brute force. Bapu has written 
to the Viceroy about these two complaints. He replied back 
asking Bapu to quote chapter and verse to substantiate the com- 
plaints when alone would it be possible to take some concrete 
steps. This we have got to do. We shall certainly make use of 
the correspondence we already have in our possession, but we 
should like to have some more material from your side. Please, 
attend to this matter without loss of time, provided of course, 
you are in a position to collect some such material. Your 
Federation had passed a resolution on this subject and I have 
gone through the speeches delivered in support of that resolu- 
tion. The speeches themselves are of little use, but the basic fact 
that the key positions in the Defence Department are being 
manned exclusively by Europeans is relevant to the issue 
and constitutes a precise complaint. Who are the beneficiaries? 
How many new jobs have been created? Where were the men 
picked out for these jobs working before? We need facts to 
go by. 

For the book I am arranging to send specimen photos. 

The mongooses as pets have begun to prove themselves as a 
pest. They invade every nook and corner of the rooms, with 
the kitchen marked out for their special attention where they 
often commit nuisance. The other day a cat wrenched out an 
eye of one of these and the day following made a thorough 
job of it by killing it outright. 
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From the tax-payers’ point of view, I don’t think inclusion of 
Indian officials would make great change. It may perhaps if 
right type of people are selected. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 

Syt. Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Sevagram, 
August 8, 1940 

MY dear GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

we are expecting a phone call from you today. The trunk 
rang up twice but informed us that the line was not working. 
Yesterday I duly informed Bapu that you want Rajaji sum- 
moned here. Yes, yes, of course, but would that serve any 
purpose? One the contrary, he said the Working Committee 
members were likely to misinterpret the move and place him in 
an awkward position. 

The fact of the matter is that the Viceroy has sent a com- 
munication to Maulana Saheb as well. A reply has got to be 
sent and for this purpose also a meeting is unavoidably neces- 
sary without loss of time. The Viceroy’s communication con- 
tains the hope that the new plan would meet with his approval. 
He is now expecting a reply. He also says that if Maulana 
deems it desirable to meet him he is welcome and can choose 
any date suiting his own convenience. Maulana has got to re- 
spond to this gesture. 

Please go through Rajaji’s letter of yesterday’s date. If it 
does not show that the action has been misinterpreted, what else 
does it show? 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Sevagram, 
August 9, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Both of your letters have reached here. The facts cited in the 
longer one are going to be of great value to us. 

Bapu has told the Viceroy in so many words in course of his 
recent communication to him that his statement was extremely 
disappointing, that there was no occasion for publishing it, that 
its implications were dreadful, etc., etc. Let us wait and see 
what kind of a reply we are going to get. Maulana Saheb has 
been silent for quite some time and we have no inkling of what 
he proposes to do. Presumably he is busy discussing things at 
Allahabad. 

Please pay special attention to the Prabhu Dutt Shastri, 
don’t forget about the rabid jackals, nor about the snakes either. 
Alongside such matters please also keep in mind the fact that 
at the present moment malaria is raging here. The weather will 
improve by October, so make your plans for visiting this place 
accordingly, and before starting don’t forget about giving me a 
week’s notice. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Calcutta, 
August 11, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I am returning this letter from Rajaji. Evidently I must have 
misunderstood him on phone. 

This has been further given to me by Mr. Mehta. It might 
be of some help. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 

Syt. Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Calcutta, 
August 12, 1940 


MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAl, 

This has appeared in the Hindu Outlook which is the paper 
of Bhai Parmanand. I am not quite sure whether I should treat 
it as a compliment or as a libel. In an}^ case, this might give 
you in 3 'our busy time a slight relaxation and amusement, and 
hence I am enclosing it herewith. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Syt. Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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SE\'AGRAM, 
Wardha(C.P.), 
August 14, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

The list from Gagan Behari Mehta has arrived. This also 
will prove quite useful. Bapu wants to know if he could mention 
Gagan Behan’s name, as also Siddharaj Dhadda’s in making 
use of the list. That is, can he mention their names in course of 
the letter he is going to write to the Viceroy. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Segaon, 
Via Wardha, 
August 14, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I have your letter and the libellous enclosure. These fellows 
are a shame to Hinduism, and yet some of our Hindus swear 
by them. Why don't you run the paper in for libel? 

I am taking up your MSS in right earnest today. I had so 
many irons in the fire — one being Narayan’s illness and another 
being his examination! As I am a fond father (as you know very 
well) he got me while he was in bed to read out to him his 
Hindi books. That is I helped him to revise them. But in doing 
so I educated him and educated myself too, for the only good 
thing about me is that I am a student through and through and 
hope to remain one until the end of my days. Your books too I 
hope to finish with him. That will help me to find out which 
passages are not easy of understanding by the ordinary reader. 
You will forgive the delay, please. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 

PS. I again spoke to Bapu and he after all agreed to 
make a statement. He might have made a longer and 
fuller one, but he said that would lead me into deeper 
waters and I should then have to tear the Viceroy’s 
statement to shreds. I do not want to do it. 

The enclosed letter is just for your amusement. You 
have sons who are transparently honest. 

That is God’s greatest boon. 

M.D. 


/ 
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Calcutta, 
August 17, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

As far as Dhadda is concerned, his name could certainly be 
used in his official capacity as a secretary of the Indian Cham- 
bers of Commerce. While Mehta says that the note sent by him 
is exactly not his own note but given to him by a friend and, 
therefore, he would not like to take false credit. 


Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Syt. Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Sevagram, 
August 18, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Dastane was here yesterday. If September alone would suit 
you he would have you in September. But he fears that rains 
would spoil the function and he therefore presses for some date 
in October. From there you can go to see Ajanta too. I have 
half a mind to accompany you to Bhusawal. Please let me know 
if October will suit you. 

A friend of mine Dr. Bhaskar Patel has applied for the post 
of a medical referee for the Bombay Presy. under the Hindu- 
stan Co-operative Insurance Company. He is one of the most 
genuine Congressmen I know. Has been to jail several times 
and did a lot of Congress work. He is an M.D. from Germany 
M.R.C.P. of Edinburgh and T.D.D. (England) and is now a 
lecturer in Tuberculosis in the J.J. Hospital, Bombay, He is a 
most conscientious doctor, and is sure to do his work well. 
Couldfyou put in'a good word in his behalf to Dr. Bidhan and 
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NalinibabiJ? lie ha? done such an aniouni of free service to us 
that I feel no hesitation in pressiiHi his claim. I would liavc 
written to Nalinibabu myself but I thought I ought not to do 
so in my position as Bapu's man. You could do it more cn'ccti- 
vcly. If you think you can Itelp, please do ,so. If you do not for 
any reason whatsoever feel you should not do it, of course I will 
understand. 

Yours nffcciionotcly, 
Mahadev 
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Shgaon, 
Via Wardha (C.P.), 
August IS, 1940 

MY DHAR GHANSIIYAMDASJI, 

Your letter. Basanfs letter was not found enclosed with it. 
But it is not necessary to send it now that I have already replied 
to him. 

You say Kunzru has also been invited. I hear that Nalini 
also has received a similar invitation, but the reply he has sent 
is quite fit and proper. He showed Girja Shankar Vajpayee’s 
telegram to Maulana who wrote back to him in plain language 
that so long as they failed to secure the Congress’ co-operation 
all these tactics would end up in smoke. Please convey my 
gratitude to Nalini Babu for the sort of reply he has sent. Bapu, 
too, liked it very much, indeed. 

Amcry’s statement is simply outrageous. Even the Viceroy 
or Zetland had not gone that far in their statements, bad enough 
though these were. 

What is going to be our watch word is known only to God. 
For the present no cut and dried attitude is possible. Bapuji has 
made up his mind to get the Working Committee to reconsider 
his resolution dealing with the matter of nominations. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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PS. Yes, Bapu also was of the view that actioa for 
libel should be taken in regard to Pannanand’s arJcIe. 
If the paper is just a rag. no such action needs be taken. 

M.D. 
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C.AXCL 1 X A, 
August 19, 1940 

.MV DEAR -MAHADEA'BHAt, 

October will suit me still better. I won't fi.'c the dates just 
now as I suppose there is no burn.* about it. You may, therefore, 
kindly tell Dastane that I vdll postpone the \isit to October. 

With reference to, Bhaskar Patel, on enquiiy I have found 
that before your letter reached, the Hindustan Insurance Co. 
had made some different arrangement. Instead of appointing a 
medical referee they ha%‘e appointed a small committee uith a 
Doctor as one of its members who would be paid for the 
number of cases received by him. I would have got Dr. Bhaskar 
Patel in as one of the medical members of the committee, but I 
find that they ha\'e already appointed Dr. Gilder. Therefore I 
fear nothing more is to be done now. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghznshyamdss 


Syt. jSIah.adevbh-ai Des.ai 
SeA'AGR-AM 
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SEA'AGSAM, 

August 19, 1940 

MY DE.AR GH.ANSHY.AMDASn. 

I told vQu this morning how Bapu vras asking them to re- 
trace their steps. He has now defim'tely tcid them so, or else they 
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dciiniicly do without any kind of guidance from him. Me has 
written to the Maulana a letter which may one day be published. 
But if it is not published, you will see it when we meet. 

The Dr. Patel 1 wrote to you about is Bhaskar Patel. It is 
quite likely that Sardar may have spoken about Nathubhai 
Patel, another doctor, who is senior to Bhaskar but has none of 
his patriotic record and none of his popularity. Bhaskar was on 
the Prohibition Board too and a tower of strength to the Board. 
He had German degree, the orthodox medicoes here would not 
recognise the degree, so on release from jail in 1933 he went to 
Edinburgh, took the MRCP and then specialised in tuberculosis 
and got the diploma of T. D. D. which very few have in India. 
He is slightly junior to the others, but because he is junior he 
needs some outside income whereas the others have much bigger 
incomes and do not need to add to their income. If we arc ever 
in Bombay I shall introduce him to you. His daughter is a 
teacher in Rameshwarbhai's house. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 
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Calcutta, 
August 20, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

This paper of Bhai Parmanand is owned by him, but he is 
not the editor. It has no important circulation. Any action 
against the paper would hardly have any effect on Parmanand. 
I am not, therefore, bothering about it. 

Bapu’s language at times sounds contradictory. In his latest 
article he says, “I never look upon Maliabharata as a mere record 
of earthly warfare. The poet had described the eternal warfare 
between truth and untruth, violence and non-violence, right and 
wrong.” Then in the next sentence he says, “How the Great 
Vyas has demonstrated that in this war the victor was no 
better off than the vanquished.” If the war had been between 
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Tours sincerelj. 
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lOi DEAR lAAHADE'.’EHAJ, 

I enclose berervith a copy of Agalbs's leOier- It con'^bns loo 
mren aboal tbe Indian Students Union and so Ibtie aboni ine 
Indian sirnalicn. I don't fee] inciined to send an;/ nroney to ibis 
Union- But I vronder ubetber Bapn has set any v:e~ abort in 

sinosrelj, 

Chanshyamizs 

S'iT- 2 *Lahaidevshai Desai 
Se-GAGSAZ.!! 
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luiader vas proof of my zmizty liiat tbe letter snemG no. 
miscariyn 

I*,!;’ distress is going deeper. Recent events disconcert — e. 
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My complaint about ‘exactions’ and inflated salaries is already 
before you. I .fear that free expression of public opinion will 
presently be supppressed with a heavy hand. No discordant note 
will be allowed. Perhaps wars cannot be carried on otherwise. 
That is one of the many reasons for making them hateful. 

If things go on as they are and if Congress remain supine, 
the Congress will die a slow death. 

In the domain of politics your words alarm me. I must 
confess I do not understand some of them. 

The profound differences between Congressmen and me are 
practically bridged. They nearly feel that it was wrong to have 
decided in advance that a state could not be run without an 
army. All hope for the world seemed to have been lost so far as 
the Congress was concerned. If you are interested in this part 
of the inner history of the Congress, you shall have it. 

If I cannot help the British Government, I do not wish to 
embarrass them. But this desire must not be carried to the ex- 
tent of commiting harikiri. 

But before I take any step, I would take to like to lay bare my 
heart and mind to you and seek light if it is darkness that enve- 
lops me. If, therefore, you think that it is worth while our meet- 
ing, you please wire appointment. I am seeking the interview in 
anticipation of the 13th which is the date for the meeting of the 
Working Committee. If our meeting comes off before that date, 
it will be helpful. If you will feel embarrassed to meet me or 
would otherwise not meet me, there need be no telegram sent 
me. I shall take your silence to mean that you cannot see me on 
the issue raised by me. If you cannot, I shall not misunderstand 
you. I hope you will find it possible to pardon me for causing 
you trouble when your attention should not be diverted from 
the task before you. My object in seeking an appointment is to 
leave no stone unturned, first to avoid all possibility of an error 
of judgment and secondly to put before you my case before 
taking any irretrievable step. 

I am. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi 
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Calcutta, 
August 31, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAl, 

I am expecting the final proofs of my book to be ready in a 
weeks time. Now if the book is to come out on the 2nd of 
October, then you should send me your Foreword as soon as 
you can. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 

S\T. Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Sevagram, 
Via Wardha (C, P.), 
August 31, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJJ, 

I have finished the book. Now I am going to deal with the 
topics one by one. Are you not going to split the reading matter 
into separate categories? If we could sit together in Delhi the 
job should not occupy us for more than a couple of days. 

A communication has been despatched to the Big House. It 
will reach their hands tomorrow, or maybe, the day after since 
tomorrow is a Sunday, A reply should be here by Tuesday. 
Please give me a ring in the evening of Monday or the morning 
of Tuesday so that I could tell you about the date of our depar- 
ture, assuming that a reply by wire, as requested, arrives by then. 
He dare not refuse. Bapu’s letter is full of pathos. Can you 
manage to be in Delhi, provided, of course, you have the time? 
If you start in the evening of the day after we do, that would be 
quite all right. 

Yours sincerely, 
t Mahadev 
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PS. Have you seen Acatlin’s letter? I, too, have bcn:un 
10 question iltc desirability of sending something for 
the Students' Union. Hut I shall let you have Bapu’s 
wish in this respect. 

M. D. 
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VlCnRHCAL LODGn, 
Simla. 

September 2, 1940 

DEAR MR. GANDHI, 

Many thanks for your friendly letter which I was glad to 
receive. I am not quite sure that I have correctly understood 
your point, and if I have not you will 1 know forgive and correct 
me, though I am grateful for the pains you have taken to let me 
know your mind. I am distressed that you should be in any 
doubt as to the policy of H. M. G. or as to the meaning of any- 
thing that I have said, and I warmly appreciate it when you say 
that “if I cannot help the British Government, I do not wish to 
embarrass them”. Their policy is, I had thought, clearly set out 
in my statement, and in view of your doubts I can but regret 
the fact that Maulana Abul Kalam Azad should not have taken 
advantage of my offer to see him and a friend in advance of the 
formal Congress reply, I had hoped that had he done so it would 
have facilitated the framing of the Congress reply, and without 
in any way prejudicing his own position he could have let me 
know the points on which he was uncertain; then I would have 
done what I could to make the position clear. My letter of 4th 
August to the Maulana, which has now been published, made 
clear my anxiety, and my hope that Congress, no less than 
other parties, would within the terms of my statement be pre- 
pared to co-operate with me in the Central Government and in 
the War Advisory Council; and you will acquit me of any in- 
sincerity if I say how deeply I regret that so far they should 
have been unwilling to do so, for the statement is a genuine 
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effort on the part of H. M. G. to bridge the differences that 
stand in the way of progress, and to bring all parties together in 
responsible and fruitful co-operation for an immediate practical 
common purpose, without prejudice to their respective political 
positions or to their normal peaceful political activities. 

2. Your letter encourages me to think that there may be 
misunderstanding and I shall of course be most happy to see you, 
and to talk over the position with our accustomed friendliness, 
on any date and at any time you may choose though I must in 
fairness to you make it clear that my statement, read with the 
Secretary of State's speech, represents the decided policy of 
H. M. G. Nor I am sure, will you misunderstand if I say that, in 
the light of the Maulana’s reply to my earlier offer of an inter- 
view, I should have to make it clear to the public that on this 
occasion the initiative did not come from me. 

3. I will write separately to you about the eases you have 
mentioned to me — the reports I have so far received suggest that 
certain of them at any rate are without foundation, or exagge- 
rated, but in any case that matter, important as it is, is not at 
the moment directly in issue. 

Yours sincerely, 
Linlithgow 
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Sevagram, 
Wardha, 
September 6, 1940 

dear lord LINLITHGOW, 

I thank you for your prompt reply to my letter of the 29th 
ultimo. I had your wire too. I appreciate your hesitation to send 
me an appointment straightaway. 

Whenever I come, if I do, as a result of this correspondence, 
of course the announcement will be that I had sought an 
appointment. As I can see things now, it is likely that after the 
forthcoming meeting of the All-India Congress Committee, I 
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shall renew my request for an appoinment. For I wish to take 
no step without first discussing things with you and making my- 
self sure that there is no room left for any misunderstanding. 

I was well aware that your statement and the Secretary of 
State’s speech represented the decided policy of FI.M.G. Had 
we met, I would have sought a clearance of my doubts about 
the manner in which the policy is being enforced and put before 
you more fully my grounds for dissatisfaction which, I must say, 
daily events are deepening. I do not at all mind the Congress 
wandering in the wilderness. Nor should I at present engage in 
a fight with the Government over their policy if it were based 
on grounds which could be understood by the plain man. But 
I must not be a helpless witness to the extinction of a great 
organisation which I have held under curb on the ground of re- 
fusal to embarrass H.M.G. at the present critical juncture. I 
must not have it said of me that for a false morality I allowed 
the Congress to be crushed without a struggle. It is this thought 
that is gnawing at me. 

As to the Maulana Seheb’s disinclination to see you I had 
clearly understood that you would give him the option either to 
see you, if he felt like it, or to send you a written reply. You 
did, as a matter of fact, give him the option. But instead of 
sending a written reply he first wanted to ascertain whether he 
was free to discuss the announcement itself, and when he was 
told that he was not, naturally he chose not to take up your 
time over discussing details of enforcing a plan of which he 
thoroughly disapproved. Don’t you think, taking the position in 
the light I have understood it, that he was quite correct in not 
visiting you? 

I must deal with my complaints about the allegations as to 
pressed contributions and higher salaries in another letter if it 
becomes necessary to do so. Meanwhile I thank you for the 
pains you are taking over my complaints. 

I am. 

Yours sincerely, 
M.K, Gandhi 
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Sevagram, 
Via Wardha, 
September 8, 1940 

MY DEAR GIIANSHYAMDASJI, 

Madhav came in last night and is staying with me. I am 
trying to make him feci completely at home, and I am sure I 
will succeed. 

I have delayed sending my foreword and suggestions so long, 
but I am sending them now. Even if you cannot publish the 
book on the Jayanti Day I would urge you to carry out the few 
suggestions I have made. I am very sorry I could not send these 
earlier. But I hope even this is not too late. 

Please recast the Foreword as you please — at any rate 
correct — or see that someone fully qualified corrects my rotten 
Hindi and licks the thing into shape. 

We leave for Bombay on the 1 1th. I shall send with Mahadev 
copies of important correspondence. 

The foreword and the suggestions are going by separate 
book-post. Please acknowledge receipt. 

Yours affectionately, 
Mahadev 
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Sevagram, 
Via Wardha, 
September 9, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

After all I sent on the MSS in my own hand, so that you 
may see my own language. Corrections are made in pencil by 
Ramnarayan Choudhury, and then, if necessary, make your own 
corrections. It is best, though, that my language goes in just as 
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crude as it is. Maliadev is making himself useful too. He copied 
the whole MSS, which he will bring himself and did a fair 
amount of translation into Hindi. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 
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Calcutta, 
September 10, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I have received your Foreword with suggestions. 

Of course I am going to divide the book into sections and 
the proofreading will be done very carefully. No mistake, as far 
as possible, will be allowed to creep in either in the Sanskrit 
quotations or in the Hindi text. I will adopt most of your suggest- 
ions in the third proof which I am getting shortly. Kaka Kalcl- 
kar has also made some suggestions and some of them were 
identical with yours. You have explained the killing of calf in 
somewhat different manner than mine. Strangely Kaka Kalelkar 
also advanced the same arguments. I said to him that my 
interpretation was that one need not be^cTPr^ permanently, and 
yet it is possible to be for a moment when the decision is taken 

But I admit the force of your argument and I will racast it It 

is true that in many matters I have interpreted Bapu according 
to my own light and that interpreiation may not perhaps bi 

acceptab.eevento Bapu.ButIhavesaidto Bapu raanv times 

that even If he interprets b?nirelf, the language would still be 
compheated and therefore, it was hefer that I stuck to mv ovr 

interpretation. And he a»reM 

day I will askBaputo Si;4:wCt:.Th 

fairly intelligently. And hi, ar-';-- — 


Yours sf 
Ghzrss} 


Syt. Mahadev Desai 
Sevagram 
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Sevagram, 
Wardha, 
September II, 1940 


MY DEAR G., 

The enclosed will icll its own talc. What happens next, God 
alone knows. Let us hope and pray for the best. 


Vours affectionately, 
Mahadev 


PS. Did you like the Foreword? Tell me frankly for I 
prize your opinion. 

M.D. 
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Wardhaganj, 

September 21, 1940 

Ghanshyamdas Birla 
Care Lucky 
Calcutta 

FULSINGJI fasting REGARDING WELL FOR HARIJAN IN VILLAGE 
MOTH YOUR ESTATE HISSAR. AM TOLD YOUR INTERFERENCE ALONE 
CAN SAVE LIFE PRECIOUS WORKER. MUSLIM AND HINDU JATS OPPO- 
SING ANY WELL FOR HARIIAN. THIS WELL ALMOST FROM PUBLIC 
donations AND WOULD HAVE BEEN FINISHED BUT FOR SAID 
OPPOSITION. 


Gandhi 
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Birla Park, 
Ballygunge, 
Calcutta, 
September 22, 1940 

Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
Wardha (C.P.) 

CHHAJURAMJI ILL BUT HAS ALREADY WIRED BIIAGATJI THAT HE 
UNDERTAKES COMPLETION WELL EVEN WITH IIIS OWN MONEY EITHER 
WITH CONSENT OF JATS OR THROUGH GOVERNMENT PROTECTION AND 
HAVE ASKED BIIAGATJI GIVE UP FAST. CHHAJURAMJI HAS FURTHER 
PROMISED ME TO PROCEED TO MOTH IMMEDIATELY HE RECOVERS. 
HAVE WIRED MYSELF SHYAMLAL. PERSUADE BHAGATJI NOW BREAK 
FAST. I THINK BHAGATJI NOW SHOULD GIVE CHANCE CHHAJURAMJI 
TO FULFIL HIS PROMISE. 

Ghanshyamdas 
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8 Royal Exchange Place, 
Calcutta, 
October 4, 1940 

my dear ghanshyamdasji. 

So I am hung up here. Urmila Devi said she had seen the 
Dy. Police Chief and he had suggested that if Krishna Kumar 
wrote to the Police Commander saying Dhiren’s arrest had dis- 
located work and so on he would recommend his release. I drafted 
a letter accordingly and it has gone. She also said that the Police 
Chief would be returning here today from Darjeeling and 
that I might meet him. But he has not come. So I am going to 
Darjeeling, Godwilling. I say Godwilling, for Gangaprasad 
who is going to Darjeeling and whom I was to have accom- 
panied says there is no accommodation on the train ! I am tell- 
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ing him that if only one seat is available, I can go as his servant! 
But he does not listen to me. Anyway it is no use waiting here. 
If I must see N., I must after him incense on the heights of 
Darjeeling. 

I saw the Poet. He will stay on, it seems. He has extraordi- 
nary vitality and wants to live another ten years. 

Yours affectionately, 
Mahadev 
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Calcutta, 
October 8, 1940 

Ghanshyamdas Birla 
P iLANI 

RETURNED FROM DARJEELING PRACTICALLY EMPTY HANDED. REACH- 
ING WARDHA TOMORROW. WRITING. 

Mahadev 
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Pilani, 
October 9, 1940 

PUJYA BAPU, 

I had made a mention of Krishnadas Gandhi’s comment m 
Harijan. You had asked me to write something on it. Herewith 
that something. I have written this with the idea that it will be 
used as a Letter to the Editor. Together with your own reaction 
to it. 

Among the arguments advanced in support of khadi, mine 
originating from economic considerations, arc rather fewer in 
number. Or it may be that I have npt that much faith in its 
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efTcctivencss. That explains why I have refrained from making 
any mention of the arguments generally advanced in support of 
khadi. But what I have written should furnish suflicicnt material 
to warrant your own comment. It may be made use of, if you 
think proper. 

I shall certainly try to write something for Harijon Sevak. 
But all depends on whether I have time to spare. 

I am reaching Delhi in the next three or four days. 

Yours humbly, 
Ghanshyamdas 

PS. My own set of arguments favouring the use of 
khadi arc of an essentially spiritual nature. They hardly 
qualify for general application. 

G.D. 


Enclosure 


A Necessary Correction 

Harijan of September 17 has partly reproduced on its page 
No. 288 an article by Slid Krishnadas Gandhi which originally 
appeared in Maharashtra Khaki Patrika. The quoted article tells 
us that India annually consumes in all 6330 million yards of 
cloth. This includes cloth imported from foreign countries, pro- 
duced by Indian mills, cloth woven from yarn produced by 
Indian mills, and pure khadi, i.e., four categories of cloth. Out 
of this, imported cloth accounts for 630 million yards, 4090 
million yards produced by Indian mills, 1670 million yards 
woven out of Indian and imported yarn on Indian handlooms 
and 1025 million yards of pure khadi. Thus the Indian mills’ 
share works out as 0-10-6 out of a rupee, foreign cloth 0-1-6 
anna, handloom cloth slightly less than 0-4-0, and pure khadi 
1/3 pie only. Thus it can be said that khadi occupies a negli- 
gible place in fulfilling the nation’s needs. 

Further on Krishnadasji says, “It has been said that the cost 
of these 6330 yards of cloth comes to 2,000 million rupees after 
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deducting the cost of cotton dying. In other words this amount 
will goto 120 million villagers. If, instead of that, we produce 
all our cloth in our mills then Rs. 470 million would be swal- 
lowed by labour, salaried staff and others, while Rs. 800 million 
will go to swell the pockets of the capitalists or would be spent 
on gadgets of ostentatious living. If this went direct to the 
villagers then 12 million strong labour force will have an addi- 
tional amount of Rs. 10 per head per year. 

I am afraid the entire estimate suffers from the defect of 
miscalculation. There arc more weighty arguments calculated 
to bolster the cause of khadi. Therefore it docs not add to, but 
in fact takes away from, the importance of khadi in our national 
life if we resort to weak and untenable reasoning. It is quite 
possible to arrive at conclusion that would support the case of 
khadi if we rely on facts and figures which are accurate. There- 
fore to erect an edifice in support of khadi on faulty figures is 
self-defeating, and all the more undesirable. 

It is of course, not possible to be accurate about figures 
down to the last pic, but so far as the mills’ production is con- 
cerned, near-correct figures are always available and are quite 
adequate to sustain the validity of our case. 

The average cost of cloth ranges between 0-2-3 and 0-2-6 
per yard. This cost applies to cloth with 40" width and produced 
from the yarn numbered 20 and 30, while dyed cloth, printed 
cloth and specially designed cloth costs more. But the higher cost 
is due to the fact of the cloth being dyed or printed and is appli- 
cable to both mill-made cloth and khadi. Therefore, in order 
to establish a comparison between the two kinds of cloth we 
shall have to accept raw cloth as the basis. At present the cost of 
raw cloth is nearly 0-2-3 per yard and if we assume that all our 
requirements are going to be met with mill-made cloth the cost 
of 6330 million yards of cloth comes to rupees 900 million and 
not rupees 2,000 million. The cost of the cloth we are importing 
at present comes to 0-2-3 per yard after paying the customs 
duty. Therefore 0-2-3 can be safely accepted as the cost. 

Once we accept rupees 900 million as the cost and not Shn 
Krishnadas’s 2,000 million many of the arguments will bs 

effectively met. _ . -k a 

But how this amount of rupees 900 million is distributed 
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will be clear from the table given below: 



Cost% 

Price 

(in millions Rs.) 

Cotton 

51 

455 

Mill stores, packing & spares 

5 

4.50 

Starch 

2.5 

2.25 

Coal 

2 

1.75 

Labour 

23.5 

21 

Staff 

2.5 

2.50 

General charges, interest 
& insurance 

3 

2.50 

Depreciation 

4.5 

4 

Profit 

6 

5.50 

Total 

100 

89.50 


From the above it will be clear that according to my cal- 
culation profit and depreciation account for Rs. 95 million. 
More often the rate of profit falls while the cost of labour rises. 
But in my anxiety to strengthen the case for khadi I have for- 
mulated the above table on the basis of the mills’ profits during 
their salad days. Out of the amount of Rs. 900 million, cotton 
will consume Rs. 455 million and labour Rs. 235 million. Thus 
only Rs. 275 million remain for ‘gadgets of ostentatious living’ 
as Shri Krishnadasji puts it. His estimate was that the amount 
thus saved would be to the tune of Rs. 800 million. There is a 
big difference between the two figures. But if we go deeper we 
will find that part of the amount spent on starching, coal, 
management and stores goes to labour in one form or another. 
If we have planning, which is quite feasible, the manufacture of 
textile machinery, production of store items and starch in our 
own country will give a big slice of the amount of rupees 200 
million labour. 

The one great factor working against the mills is that they 
are mostly clustered in urban areas and, therefore, have a bane- 
ful effect on village life. That is why most of the mills in Bombay 
and many in Ahmedabad are on the decline. If the Govern- 
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mcnl so desires it can promole dispersal of the mills in the 
rural areas. The operation should not take more than a couple 
of decades. 

We should proceed to compare the good points of khadi 
cloth vis-a-vis mill cloth only after taking all these factors into 
consideration. The picture I have envisaged will, by the time 
the objective is realized, leave a mere 50 to 60 million rupees 
for the capitalists, of course after deducting the depreciation 
charges. Starch, store items, tc.xtilc machinery manufacture will 
bring another 10 to 15 million to the capitalists. Thus, after 
taking all the economic aspects into consideration the only 
thing that can be claimed on behalf of the mills is that by the 
time the plan is translated into action the mills, if they are 
allowed to function as at present, wall bring in a profit of Rs. 
50 million to 75 million. At present, after deducting the depre- 
ciation charges, the capitalists arc not earning more than Rs. 
50 to 60 million. According to official figures the labour force 
at present comprises 5 lakh to 5.5 lakh hands. Accepting the 
official figures as correct every worker gets Rs. 35. But according 
to my estimate a mill-hand does not get more than Rs. 25. 
Therefore I assume that the labour force does not comprise 5 
lakh or 5.5 lakh, but nearly 7 lakh. 

There is room for changes in the above table in keeping with 
the varying rates and conditions prevailing in different mills. As 
for example, some mills pay more for cotton while some other 
spend more on labour. But the rate of profit I have estimated 
is rather on the high side while actually it is lower. The valua- 
tion of the mills at present should not be placed higher than 
Rs. 1,000 million. This being the position, depreciation and 
profit should not claim more than 10 million. If someone were 
to put together the profits earned by all the mills, the discovery 
will make interesting reading. My belief is that the actual profits 
would then appear to be less than my estimate. 

It was not at all my intention to present the mill’s side of 
the case, but it is quite likely that my contradiction of Shri 
Krishnadasji’s figures creates the impression that I have come 
out in support of the mills. I am helpless. But if we went to 
lend strength to khadi’s case from the economic point of view 
we should also have before us the mills’ position as it actually 
is, and then to proceed to work for khadi’s victory in this war 
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of rivalry. But that is possible for official agencies, or the 
Millowners’ Associations of Bombay and Ahmedabad. What- 
ever be the case it is absolutely necessary to modify Shri 
Krishnadas’s figures. 
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Sevagr.\m, 
Via V/ardha, 
October 10, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJJ, 

N. (Sir Nazimuddin, the Prime Minister of Bengal) v.-as even 
more polite than the Viceroy, asked me to dine at his place, 
gave me some seven hours, but was adamant. The C.I.D. of 
Calcutta seems to be rotten. They have tried to make out that 
Dhiren is a devil of the deepest dye, that even whilst he was in 
your employ he has attended secret meetings of Anushiian 
parties where secret storage of arras, etc. was discussed. Dhiren 
has given the lie direct to this allegation. He was exasperated 
when I mentioned the charge. I enclose copy of the letter I am 
addressing to N. today. Let us see what happens. Bapu says 
we must see the thing through. 

In haste. 

Yours, 

Mahade’. 


Enclosure : Copy of Letter to Sir Xazimuddin 


Ses'AG?-^- 
Via Va 


October 1-.- 




DEAR SIR nazimuddin, 

. J-. ™ grateful to yon for having given me all ‘.!:5 
d,dm Darjeeling, and for aUo idfeg v.liat 







104 BAPU—A Unique Association 

your information was the substance of the charges against Shri 
Dhircndra Mukerji. I am also thankful to you for giving me 
permission to interview Shri Subhas Chandra Bose and Shri 
Dhircndra Mukerji. I am sorry however that my interview with 
you should have ended just in a stalemate, you failing to con- 
vince me and I failing to convince you. But let me tell you that 
I came with an open mind and during my interview with Shri 
Dhircndra Mukerji went into all the charges against him, with- 
out entering into the details that you said I ought not to do. 
My interview with him leaves me as convinced as ever of his 
innocence and I bespeak your indulgence to go into a detailed 
report of the talk that I had with him. I was sorry that your 
restriction imposed upon me the severe handicap of not men- 
tioning certain names, otherwise my talk could have been more 
definite. 

To take up the charge of objectionable activities between 
his release from jail and his taking up appointment under Shri 
Birla. 

He had no hesitation in admitting that he went to Allahabad 
not once as you said but two or three times, that he went to 
Lucknow, and to Rajshahi. 

He went to Allahabad to see his ailing father and his brother 
(who by the by is no communist, as your report said, but is a 
practising pleader of some eighteen years’ standing, and other 
relations. He denies that any men indulging in objectionable 
activities met him. One man did go to his house — a man called 
Sudhanshu Mukerji an ex-detenu and a nephew of Sir L. G. 
Mukerji, a former judge of the High Court. He gave up poli- 
tics long ago, and is running a shop and had come to his 
brother to collect money due to him on account of certain 
bills. 

He went to Lucknow and from there to a village where there 
the Summer School organised by Shri Narendradeo was held 
and where the latter had invited him to address the students. 
If any C.I.D. police had a report of his speeches (two or three) 
it could be ascertained that Shri Dhircndra Mukerji addressed 
himself to the importance of non-violence, for the success of 
any programme of socialism. He was invited to the Winter 
School also, but he declined, as then he had decided to take no 
part in active politics. 
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He went lo Rajshalu and acklresscd a youth conference 
there, but he could not recollect what he had said tlicrc. It was 
an open conference and if his speech was of any importance 
police report of it could be called for. 

The last of his activities during the period is the Hazra Park 
meeting and the South Calcutta conference. In his speech, as 
your report says, he appealed for volunteers and money in 
order to make the conference a success. His speech as Chair- 
man of the Reception Committee was a forma! character and 
had nothing to show that there was anything in common bet- 
ween Shri Nariman's politics and him (1 may add incidentally 
that Shri Nariman has never, so far as 1 can say, made spee- 
ches inciting violence.) 

I asked him, without mentioning any names, if he had met 
during this period any c.\-tcrrorists. He said that Shri Sachin 
Sanyal met him in Delhi when he had come to see Gandhiji 
and me, that Shri Sachin Sanyal wanted to present a book to 
Gandhiji, and as he was in a hurry to go and could not gel an 
interview with Gandhiji, he entrusted Shri Dhirendra Mukerji 
with the task of making the present to Gandhiji. He had no 
further talk of any kind with Shri Sachin Sanyal. 

Shri Dhiren Mukerji was, during this period, member of 
various Congress Committees and of the Executive of the 
B.P.C.C, but though he was member of the last body, after he 
gave his word lo Shri Birla that he would lake no part in active 
politics, he did not attend any meeting of the A.I.C.C. “Three 
months before I actually took up appointment under Sheth 
Birla”, said Shri Dhiren Mukerji to me, “I firmly resolved to 
give up all politics even mentally, for I could not be faithful to 
both simultaneously, and so I did not attend even the meetings 
of the B.P.C.C. executive, though I might have been wiser per- 
haps if I had tendered my resignation altogether of my member- 
ship of that body.” 

I asked him repeatedly, if after taking up appointment 
under Shri Birlaji he attended any meeting — formal or infor- 
mal, private or secret — of the Anushilan Party or any party. 
He said emphatically. “JVo meeting of any kind. As for the 
Anushilan Party I never believed in the programme or policy 
of that party.” 

I asked him again: “It is suggested that you met and dis- 
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cussed things witli objectionable people/' To this he replied: 
“I have not gone out of my house even once to meet any of 
the people Government may have in mind. I have deliberately 
not attended the weddings and Upavita ceremonies of my 
many ex-detenus, I should be accused of any active association 
with them. Some of these people, I admit, have come to ray 
place mostly to pay social calls and in order to find out if I 
could secure them any jobs. As it happened, one ex-detenu 
went to my place after my arrest, for the same purpose and 
was surprised and disappointed when my mother told him that 
I had been arrested. The I, B. officer who came to arrest meat 
dead of night said: “I am surprised, Dhiren Babu, that I should 
have orders to arrest you, when I know that you severed your 
connection with politics long ago.” 

In conclusion, Shri Dhirendrababu said: “I am surprised 
and pained beyond measure that the I. B. people should falsely 
try to implicate me. I should gladly report myself to Sir 
Nazimuddin if he should want me, and submit to an exhaustive 
cross-examination by him. What pains me most is that I should 
be accused of having broken my word to Bapuji and 
Ghanshyamdasji.” 

The result of my close examination of Shri Dhirenbabu is 
the confirmation of my conviction that he is innocent, and that 
the reports you have received are based on incorrect infor- 
mation. 

In view of his categorical denials, I would ask you please 
to discharge him. He has a job which brings him just enough 
to supply the wants and medical needs of his mother and which 
leaves him time just enough to be by her side. It is highly im- 
probable that by deception he should endanger bis mother’s 
life and forfeit the confidence he has enjoyed of Gandhiji, 
Birlaji and myself. 

But if this letter is not considered enough justification for 
his discharge, may I suggest when you return to Calcutta, you 
may be good enough to exmine the police officials concerned 
who have made the reports against Shri Dhirenbabu, and also 
that you may kindly examine Shri Dhirendra Mukerji? I should, 
if you desire, gladly come again to Calcutta to help you in 
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finding out the truth. I am sure that when you are satisfied of 
his innocenec, you will not detain him a day longer. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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October 13, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

Thanks for your letter from Sevagram. 

I am sorry that you have not been successful. But we shall 
pursue the matter and I am confident of success in the end. 

I have’nt heard the latest from Wardha, but someone told 
me that he heard on the radio that Bapu was writing another 
letter to the Viceroy. 

By the way, I had sent a small article in Hindi for Harijan 
Sevak. It was more in the shape of a letter than an article. 

I am going to Delhi shortly from where I will go on busi- 
ness tour. During the middle of November I propose to go to 
Bombay and then will visit Bhusawal. On my way back to 
Calcutta, I will get down at Wardha. 

I hope you are all well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Sevagram, 

October 17, 1940 

P. S. V. 

Viceroy’s Camp 

1 OnS[;RVIL THAT CENSORS HAVE BEGUN TO REMOVE FROM MY PRESS 
STATEMENTS SENTENCES WHICH THEY CONSIDER OBJECTIONABLE. I 
DO NOT KNOW WHimiER THIS IS PART OF POLICY LAID DOWN 
FKO.M CENTRE OR .MERE LOCAL ACTION. I CANNOT ISSUE ANYTHING 
WHICH MIGHT IJi; MUTILATED WITHOUT .MY CONSENT. DANGER IS 
OBVIOUS. REMOVAL OF KEY WORDS OR SENTENCE MAY ALTER WHOLE 
.MEANING. IF MUTILATION OF STATEMENTS IS CONSIDERED NECES- 
SARY IN DUE COURSE PERHAPS IT WILL BE EXTENDED TO HARUAN 
WRITINGS. IF IT IS POSSIBLE TO KNOW GOVERNMENT POLICY DEH- 
NTTELY I CAN SHAPE MY COURSE ACCORDINGLY. 1 CAN CONTINUE 
MY WRITINGS ONLY IF I AM UNHAMPERED. SHALL ESTEEM EARLY 
REPLY. 

Gandhi 
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New Delhi, 
October 19, 1940 

Gandhi 

Wardha 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TELEGRAM OF OCTOBER 17tH. I POSTPONED 
REPLY UNTIL REACHING DELHI TODAY. I HAVE CONFIRMED FROM 
DEPARTMENTS HERE THAT NO ORDERS HAVE BEEN ISSUED REGARD- 
ING CENSORSHIP OF YOUR PRESS STATEMENTS. 

PSV 
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Sevagram, 
Wardha, 
October 20, 1940 

DEAR LORD LINLITHGOW, 

I am exceedingly obliged to you for telegram. 

I had hoped that the instructions issued were merely local. 
Since sending you my telegram I have had further news that New 
Agencies had been informed that they were not to distribute my 
message directly as they have done hitherto. But that all such 
messages were to be sent to headquarters at Delhi for censor- 
ship before they were distributed. 

I also send you herewith a copy of notices received by regis- 
tered publications. I should like to keep the public informed of 
the development of individual C. D. which is being carried on 
under my strict supervision. In view of the notice I dread to 
send anything for printing to the local printing Press, for if I 
did send anything and the order were accepted the local print- 
ing Press which is purely a commercial concern may come in 
for penalty. For the same reason I have hesitated to send any 
public statement. My chief motive in sending such statements 
would be to regularise the movement so as to ensure unadul- 
terated non-violence. Up to now the response has been fully up 
to expectation. I was not certain about the Trade Union 
Congress. But its President who came to see me has assured me 
that no strike of a political nature will be resorted to without 
my consent. 

Shri Vinoba Bhave’s addresses are from the Highest plane. I 
have been sending Mahadev Desai to follow him and give me a 
full report of what he says. He is a strict disciplinarian and there- 
fore will carry out most difficult instructions. His first extempore 
speech was not as I would have delivered it. Living in seclusion 
he had not followed closely the correspondence between us. He 
had therefore put the worst construction on it. I immediately 
sent him instructions that our code was to put the most favour- 
able construction on the opponent’s language. He accepted the 
correction and made the earliest amends by making a public ad- 
mission, And his address of yesterday was unexceptionable. 
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The Viceroy’s House, 
New Delhi, 
October 24, 1940 

DEAR IvIR. GANDHI, 

I have given all possible consideration to your letter of the 
20tli October and have seen your telegram of the 21st. My 
further enquiries and the papers which you have sent confirm 
me in what I told you in my telegram of the 19th October, viz., 
that no censorship orders were issued by the Central Govern- 
ment. What was done was to advise local Editor in their own 
interests to refer for scrutiny any matter which might be preju- 
dicial report and the publication of which might therefore ex- 
pose them to penalties under the Defence of India Rules. This, I 
am informed, is the usual procedure by which the Press arc able 
to obtain advice in doubtful cases. 

2. I can, of course, appreciate your desire for freedom to 
conduct a civil disobedience movement in the way that com- 
mends itself to you and I can understand that for that purpose 
you wish to enjoy unrestricted access to the public through the 
ordinary channels of publicity. Although, you evidently wish me 
to believe that this movement which you have initiated will be 
more dangerous if you do not enjoy these facilities I must credit 
you personally with the desire that it should succeed in its 
avowed object, that of persuading the public to withhold all 
support from India’s war effort. I must, therefore, assume that 
any opportunities afforded to you would be used solely for that 
purpose. In so far as you ask for my co-operation in such a plan 
I must once more make it plain to you as I did in our conversa- 
tion at the end of September that both I myself as the represen- 
tative of His Majesty’s Government in this country and the 
Government of India as responsible for its security have a very 
definite obligation to perform, and it would be disingenuous 
of me were I to leave any doubt that activities the effect of which 
may be prejudicial in terms of the prosecution of the war, and 
which infringe the law, cannot but attract the provisions of the 
law; and that it would not be possible for me or for the Govern- 
ment of India, consistently with the formal obligations falling 
upon us, to acquiesce in them. You know how greatly I regret 
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that there should be this conflict of view between yourself and 
Government as regards the limits within which speeches of a 
certain character or activities of a certain character affecting the 
prosecution of the war may be allowed to pass unnoticed, but a 
point must inevitably be reached at which here as at home and 
elsewhere in the Empire they cannot but attract, as I have said 
above, the sanctions which the law provides. 

Yours sincerely, 
Linlithgow 
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Most Immediate 


New Delhi, 
October 24, 1940 


Mr. Gandhi 
Wardha 

YOUR TELEGRAM OF 2 1 ST. I HAVE ASCERTAINED FROM HOME DEPART- 
MENT THAT INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED TO “HARUAN” AND TO ALL OTHER 
PAPERS WERE NOT MANDATORY BUT ADVISORY AS INDICATED IN 
LETTER RECEIVED WITH YOUR LETTER OF 20TH OCTOBER TO WHICH 
I AM REPLYING SEPARATELY OBJECT IN VIEW BEING INTEREST OF 
EDITORS AS PUBLICATION OF PREJUDICIAL REPORTS WILL RENDER 
THEM LIABLE TO PROSECUTION UNDER DEFENCE RULE 38. 


Viceroy 
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Wardha, 

October 25, 1940 

H. E. Viceroy 
New Delhi 

THANKS FOR WIRE OF 24tH. IT HAS COME AS PAINFUL SURPRISE. 
ADVICE WHOSE REJECTION MAY INVOLVE PENALTY IS VERY LIKE 
MANDATE. AS MERE ADVICE NOTICE WAS SUPERFLUOUS. EVERY 
EDITOR IS PRESUMED TO KNOW LAW UNDER WHICH HE EDITS HIS 
PAPER. IN CIRCUMSTANCES I HAVE BEEN RELUCTANTLY OBLIGED TO 
SUSPEND PUBLICATION OF THREE PAPERS FOR WHICH I AM RESPON- 
SIBLE. I HAVE ISSUED PRESS STATEMENT WHICH IF NOT CENSORED 
YOU WILL HAVE SEEN. SUSPENSION WILL BE WITHDRAWN IF 1 AM 
LEFT SCOPE FOR RESUMING PUBLICATION. HAVE NO DESIRE PUBLISH 
WEEKLIES UNLESS YOUR GOVERNMENT APPRECIATE THAT THEY ARE 
FRIENDLIEST NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR FEARLESS CRITICISM AND 
EVEN ADVOCACY CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE. 

Gandhi 
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Segoan, 
Via Wardha, 
October 26, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 


So Government latest notification is the reply to Bapu’s 
telegram ! Viceroy’s reply says almost as much. Our latest acti- 
vities cannot but “attract the sanctions of the law” — that is the 
latest phrase I have learnt — and the reply seems to be final. I 
should not be surprised if no more letters are even acknowledged. 

So Harijan is now extinct and I find my occupation gone. I 
cannot exactly say how Bapii’s mind is working, but he is against 
sending many people to jail. This notiBcation puts a stop to all 
public activities-I do not think they will even allow Jawahar’s 
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name as Vinoba's successor to be published ! 

Satyanarayan from Madras is very keen on having you to 
preside over the Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Annual Con- 
vocation. and Bapu says you should accept the invitation. I 
suppose you have no objection. You must have been to South 
India, but you have not seen the Hindi activities. These people 
arc doing good work. 

Yours cjfccuomich. 

Mahadev 
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Sev.\gr.w. 

October 26. 19-0 

>tY DE Ml GH.\NSH V.VMD.\S. 

I liked your article very much. I gave it to Krishnadas. His 
rejoinder is not as good, but probably you would like to send 
your own answer to it. 

So Harijan Sevak has ceased publication. But do I need u 
now? I am only a seeker after Truth. I had not imagined that 
Harijan Sevak would have to be discontinued so suddenl}". hut 
even empires rise, decline and fall. 

Blessings from 

Bapu 

PS. I am also sending your article b}’ book-post. PJea-^' 
return the same. 
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SllVAGRAM, 
Via Wardha (C.P,), 
October 28, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDAS3I, 

It is becoming increasingly clear to me that Bapu is going to 
take the eK'trcmc step inasmuch as the latest notification is 
beyond endurance, and Linlithgow’s last letter is even lacking 
in grace. A letter is being drafted for him, as also one for tiic 
Working Committee members. I fee! bewildered. 1 had not 
relished this vicarious suficring for the people even in my 
dreams. It is only (he others who stand to sufler. But is Bapu 
going to heed? Yesterday he permitted me to have my say, but 
the effort is pointless. Jawahar is arriving tomorrow. Show this 
to Devdas, I was thinking of giving you a ring but then decided 
to sec you personally. No date has been fixed yet. 

Could you do one thing? Why not put through a call to 
Churchill and the others, or send cables to them, and tell them 
that this Gagging Ordinance has left Bapu no alternative to the 
extreme step? I myself cannot hit upon appropriate language. 
Why not call Devdas for drafting the message? The other thing 
1 wanted to suggest is that Shiva Rao be asked to send a cable 
to the Manchester Guardian to the same effect. Bapu has sent a 
cable to Karl Heath but he has made no mention of all this in 
it. The cable only said, “Have entirely failed. Latest Ordinance 
aimed at choking completely voice non-violence.” 

Please do as you deem proper. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Sevagram, 

WARDHA, 

October 30, 1940 

DEAR LORD LINLITHGOW, 

I have to thank you about your letter of the 24th inst. 

As to the first paragraph of your letter, I have already given 
you my reaction to the notices referred to by you. 

The second paragraph is astounding. Reducing your langu- 
age to simple terms you tell me that I must be punished, if I do 
not behave myself. I hardly needed to be given the warning. 
But I do not mind it. The language used by you shows the 
pains you have taken to conceal your meaning in as gentle 
words as the English language and your exalted office will 
let you. 

But I was wholly unprepared for your assumptions. I have 
nowhere said that I desire freedom to conduct a civil disobe- 
dience movement in a way that commends itself to me and that 
for that purpose I wish to enjoy unrestricted access to the 
public through the ordinary channels of publicity. You will see 
from my statement— copy of which is hereto attached--that I 
have claimed that civil disobedience can be conducted without 
publicity through newspapers. This statement was published 
before your letter reached me. Indeed, if civil disobedience 
depended for its conduct upon the mercy of the government 
against which it was directed, it must be poor stuff, utterly 
worthless for the purpose intended. It seeks through self-suffer- 
ing to convert the opponent. 

You then say; “Although, however, you evidently wish me 
to believe that this movement which you have initiated will be 
more dangerous if you do not enjoy these facilities I must 
credit you personally with the desire that it should succeed in 
its avowed object, that of persuading the public to withhold all 
support from India’s war effort.” There is no warrant in my letter 
for the belief entertained by you. The whole purpose of my 
letter has been missed. It was to commend to your sympathetic 
attention the fact that I was taking extraordinary precautions to 
ensure non-violence, and the further fact that to that end I was 
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restricting the movement to the fewest possible typical indivi- 
duals. I had hugged the belief that you would, as a friend, be 
pleased with the information, and recognising the fact, you 
would not put yourself in the wrong by passing the wholly 
unnecessary drastic Gagging Ordinance you have passed. You 
have by that ordinance, demonstrated to the world that you 
could not conduct the war through India except by stifling 
public opinion. I had hoped that you would be satisfied with 
such aid as the princes, moneyed men and professional warlike 
classes could give you. They could not come under my or the 
Congress influence. 

I am sure you will not compare India with Britain. In Britain 


you have the Houses of Parliament through which the nation 
acts. Here you have powers derived not from India but from 
Great Britain that no single individual in the wide world enjoys 
oyer so many people. I had hoped that you would use them 
with restraint. It was for that purpose that I had sought the last 
interview and stayed beyond my time so that I might not be 
said to have rushed you. For the moment the hope has been 
dashed to pieces. I ask you to believe me when I tell you that 

in every single step I have thought of you and your people as 

your and their true friend. One day you will feel the truth nf 
this remark if you do not today. 

But I accept your verdict for the moment. I do not ivinl to 
conduct the movement secretly. Nor can I allow non-violcme o 
perish by default. I might, therefore, give the only thing i hare 
m me to give-my life. I told you about the possLity of -i 
prolonged or unto death. I was waiting on God i„ r V , ' ’ 
to be the case. I am trying hard to avoid it buA “ ''’V' 
able to do so. You will have another letter f™ " 

have come to the final conclusion. ^ ’ 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has been win. . , 
him to be the next resister. He had consented 7 ’ 
came after. And the fast idea nnccs i 
mind on the fast. But he thinks and 1 
that the contemplated resistance bv 
before entertaining the idea of the 1 , t? 
step IS to be his civil resistance. As soon 

“i^decidedlshalllety„„ha:“^^j'^^f^^ 
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I hope you will not resent this letter. I have written as a 
friend to a friend and not as a member of the public to you as 
the Viceroy. I liavc not written to seek publicity or to make a 
point against you. I will not publish this letter or any part of 
the recent correspondence between us without your consent, 

/ am, 

Yours sincerely, 
M.K. Gandhi 
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November 2, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I have your letter of the 26th. Devdas showed me your letter 
to him. 

I note that Bapu wants me to preside over the Dakshina 
Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha function. You say, “I suppose you 
have no objection.” I fear I would feel very much relieved if 
Bapu would not order me to go to South. I have developed an 
inveterate shyness for such public functions for more than one 
reason. I had fought election in 1931. For nearly forty days I had 
then to travel from place to place and address public meetings 
at the rate of 7 or 8 per day. And that killed my enthusiasm for 
public meetings for ever. I sincerely believe that I am not fit for 
such a job. I can never disobey Bapu’s wishes but let me keep 
myself in my own shell. I think I am quite competent for con- 
structive and quiet work. But if I am asked to stand on a 
platform I would act only mechanically. And I fear I may 
create even jealousy. After Bapu reads this, he will, I am sure, 
see my diflSculty and save me from this. 

I have informed Dastane that I am coming. Let me see how 
I like it. 
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I have Bapu’s another letter about the figures of khadi to 
which I will reply later on. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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The Viceroy’s House, 
New Delhi, 
November 2, 1940 

DEAR MR. GANDHI, 

His Excellency asks me to write to thank you for your letter 
to him of 30th October. 

Yours sincerely, 
J.G. Laithwaite 


M.K. Gandhi 
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November 6, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I dread the impending fast of Bapu, and yet I find it diflacult 
to understand its philosophy. Bapu had said that he would keep 
out of imprisonment because his going to jail would be the 
greatest embarrassment to 'Government. It is obvious that his 
fast would be a still greater embarrassment. How does he then 
recognise this with his desire not to embarrass? I know his 
policy of non-embarrassment is subject to non-extinction of our 
day-to-day life. But to escape extinction, he started satyagraha 
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only on a restricted scale. He deliberately planned a lesser 
embarrassment to Government. Why now this biggest embar- 
rassment of all? There is always a risk in fasting which could 
not be ignored. If the fast —Heaven forbid— proves to be fatal, 
then the British Government for ever will be branded with the 
curse and bitterness between the two nations will become a 
permanent feature. This aspect of the question should not be 
ignored. 

There is another question to which I desire an answer from 
Bapu. Since he did not want to lead the satyagraha himself in 
order to avoid imprisonment, did it also mean that he did not 
want to write anything in the Harijon which might lead to his 
persecution? You cannot make distinction between writing and 
speaking. And if you want to avoid speaking in order to avoid 
imprisonment, you should also avoid writing such things which 
would lead to imprisonment. Am I correct in the assumption 
that Bapu never desired to break the law either through spea- 
king or through writing? If that be correct, then the suspension 
of publication of the Harijan becomes unnecessary. Because the 
notice, as far as it applies to the Harijan automatically becomes 
superfluous. 

Then there is one more question. Every act of non-violence, 
it is intended by Bapu, must lead to a change of heart. Self- 

suffering does undoubtedly lead to such a result. But if self- 
suffering is not only positively embarrassing to the opponent 
but is also a source of causing permanent bitterness, then does 
it not cease to be non-violent? I suppose it is possible to have 
fast with and without coersion. In some cases coersion is 
deliberately intended. Perhaps it is desired that moral coersion 
should divert the aggressor from aggression. But this may not 
necessarily change his heart. For changing the heart self-suffer* 
ing minus the embarrassment alone perhaps could be efficacious. 
One against whom the fast is undertaken should himself be 
made to realise the necessity of a change of heart. He should 
clearly see that the man who fasts does it purely for tapash- 
charya and has, directly or indirectly, no desire to embarrass. 

The Harijan Fast of 21 days was perhaps of this kind. The 

Hindu-Muslim Riot Fast was also of this kind. But the fast 
against the Award and the fast against Rajkot were of a 
different nature. In the latter, coersion was definitely intended. 
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In the former, only change of heart was intcncicd. 

But tins is all my own interpretation. 1 wonder what Bapu 
has got to say, and under which category is this impending fast 
goitig to come. Is it going to be a fast of cocr.sion or pure 
tapashcharya'l Please enlighten me on all the points that I have 
raised after having read this letter to Bapu. 

Yours sincerely, 
Giianshyamdas 
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Spcceh of IVIaliadcv Desai at the Press Conference Held 

at Delhi 


November 10, 1940 

I do not know what right I have to stand before you today 
expecting your courtesy and your indulgence. I am neither the 
manager, proprietor or editor of a newspaper claiming the 
largest circulation of all dailies in Western India or Eastern 
India. I am — or rather I was, the editor of a humble weekly 
called Harijan, and that loo by courtesy. For the real editor 
used to be Gandhiji without whose permission not one line 
could appear in that weekly. That paper has stopped circulation 
in the circumstances that I suppose you know somewhat. I say 
‘somewhat’ because the world has not seen the correspondence 
with Government which led up to the final closing down of the 
paper. But I may tell you that it has been valuntarily stopped 
by Gandhiji in pursuance of the satyagrahi or Christian precept 
of giving your clock to the oppressor who demands your coat, 
walking with him twain who asks you to go one mile. As a re- 
presentative of such a paper I cannot help talking here some of 
the implications of the precept— Resist not evil by evil — preached 
nearly two thousand years ago. As such I am afraid I am a 
round peg in a square hole. 

But let me put you at your ease. I have not come here to 
deliver an anti-War speech, though I confess that I am filled in 
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aboiil Gnndhiji’s contemplated fast. It permits us gracefully to 
publish the news of Gandhiji's fast, if it comes about, but not 
Gandhiji’s statement explaining the rcas<ms. The Press Adviser 
had thus anticipated the event of the fast and provided against 
it. The wonder is that he did not also anticipated his death and 
provided against it. 

Pray pardon my being bitter. I cannot help it. I am sure you 
also feel the insult as much as I do, and I expect that however 
much this Government will sin against the light, you will not 
be guilty of doing so. In a word, this Press censorship must go. 
The Press Adviser may continue to advice Government but may 
not inhicl his advice on us. 

Having said this let me now address my.sclf to things which 
are unaflcctcd by the withdrawal of this order. I-or what is at 
the root of the whole trouble? It is the assumption that the 
satyagraha movement is calculated, if not intended, to help the 
enemy. That belief is honestly held, I admit, but at the back of 
it arc ignorance, distrust and fear. I wish I could dispel all the 
three by a little bit of loud thinking before you. Is it suggested 
that any one of those who arc primarily concerned with the 
satyagraha movement arc secretly in league with Hitler? Then 
they should have been in concentration camps or banished im- 
mediately the war broke out. Has any one of them uttered a 
word in praise of Hitler's method? Even in the course of his 
beautifully dignified utterance from the dock, Pandit Nehru said: 

“There are very few persons in India, I suppose, whether 
they are Indians or Englishmen, who have for years past so 
consistently raised their voices against Fascism and Nazism as 
I have done. My whole nature rebelled against them and on 
many an occasion, I vehemently criticised the pro-Fascist and 
appeasement policy of the British Government.” 

As for Gandhiji his whole soul rebels against the deluge of 
hatred andblood and suicide that is fast enveloping mankind, and 
what pains him beyond words is that a nation like the British — 
not devoid of brave and noble people — should stoop to the 
level of Hitler and his methods and even aim at out-Hitlering 
Hitler. To them Gandhiji says : “You want to win the war no 
matter by what means, no matter at what cost. We want you to 
win the war not by foul means but fair, not by dragging the 
name of democracy in the mire but by upholding it, not by 
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•in'-Ui-rifu* l>rut.i!ity hy hrtitaliiy. sav.iycry by .savagery, vanda- 
h^n by •..uid.tli.in. bm by proclaimiiij! to the world that you 
sls.iil h.r.c lU'Mc id this bideou-> Ihit if you will not 


listen to u>, why not - pare us the agony, why <iragnj: also down 
ti’.c .lb;. 


n.' Son c.’.il thi^ liclpiny (he enemy? 

Hat tile fiovcrnmcnt tear tliat all thi'. prttpaganda, liic anti- 
s’.. ir specehe* bs sat;., '.grahi-., arc c.itculatcd to liclp the enemy. 
I '■5u''abl lil.c to l.noss (lov. they lielp the enemy. So far as the 
Untidi H.'c-.. coaccrncxi. there is an clTectisc embargo on all 
c.'.bicx sent abroad. 1 do not hnosv that this embargo serves 
die interest c'f truth but it iloe. clTectivciy protect Government 
from espomre of their doing, if they thinh that helps the enemy. 
They iorget that their reprc.sion aiu! their Gagging ordinances 
help tile enemy s ery maeh rn.src than anything else, I'or if the 
cneiU; comes to know of it. as the enemy (bes know tliat Pandit 
Jawaharlal lias been given a savage sentence and that Gandhiji 
niigju have to undertake a fast, be can proclaim to the world 
that lUiiain is not lighting the war with India’s co-operation 
but by clTcctiscIy choi;ing live voice of her tribunes and clapping 
tficm into jails. 

We are also told that we arc seeking to lake an undue ad- 
vantage ol' Hrilain’.s difiicuity. It is nothing short of an ungrate- 
ful libel. If that was the object why should the Congress have 
waited one long year before deciding to launch a strictly limited 
form of civil disobedience? If we wanted to embarrass the 
Government, we might have done it in a thousand and one 
ways. Mr. Thompson who is an honest and critical student of 
alTairs in India has pointed this out in his hook Enlist India for 
Freedom. Perhaps you do not know that Gandhiji is being 
blamed in certain quarters for making a fetish of non-embarrass- 
ment. If we wanted to embarrass Government, we might have 

launched mass civil disobedience — at the risk of Jallianwalla 


Baghs, we may be told, but do a few Jallianwalla Baghs matter 
in this land where poverty and disease take total of millions? If 
we wanted to embarrass Government, we might have effectively 
produced dissatisfaction in the army and munition factories. 
But the “Congress,” Gandhiji declared in his manifesto, has 
no desire to surround munition factories or barracks and pre- 
vent people from doing what they like.” All that he insists on 
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is the right to “tell the people of India that if they will win 
swaraj through non-violent means, they may not co-operate 
militarily with Britain in the prosecution of the War.” 

In this connection, let me tell you one or two things about 
Gandhiji and Jawaharlal. Let me say that Gandhiji has oppor- 
tunities of creating dissatisfaction in the army. Only the other 
day a fresh recruit came to Gandhiji as he was collecting money 
for Harijan Fund at the Station, emptied his pocket and said he 
was ready to tear off his uniform if Gandhiji commanded him 
to do so. But Gandhiji dissuaded him from doing so. And 
Jawaharlal who might easily have exploited his opportunity on 
one occasion refused to do so. An English officer in the army 
went to him with a striking letter of resignation addressed to 
the Officer Commanding and asked for Jawaharlal’s advice. 
He deeply sympathised with the young man, but warned him 
against taking the step which would amount to gross insubordi- 
nation and might have dire consequences. Not that the young 
man counted the cost, but Jawaharlal did not want him to do 
anything rashly. It is this Jawaharlal Nehru who has been 
thought fit to be in His Majesty’s prison for four years. This is 
not the place to say anything about the savage sentence imposed 
on him, but let me tell you by the way that if you were to study 
his statement before the court — which, if anything must be 
stonger than the speeches for which he was tried — contains 
nothing more than the resolutions of the Congress Working 
Committee since September last year. That however is by the 
way. 

If v'e wanted to embarrass Government, we might have 
launched all kinds of boycotts, and made it difficult for gevern- 
ment to carry on. If Gandhiji wanted to embarrass government, 
he would have filled columns of Harijan with the stories of 
coersion, oppression and intimidation for the exaction of the 
War Fund. Our file of letters coming in proof of this is a few 
inches thick. There are numerous instances, but I shall confine 
myself only to two or three. Let me say this is not for the Press 
and I would ask them not to make use of it. There is the case 
of a zamindar who had to fork out Rs. 50,000 for the War Loan 
by sheer intimidation. First his gun license was seized, then he 
was threatened with prosecution and he was left in peace only 
when he paid Rs. 50,000. Only the other day I had the pathetic 
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story of scvcrnl villagers who had to sell their belongings and 
cattle in order to pay to the War Fund and who applied to the 
District Magistrate for a refund of the money, as they were 
starving. There are eases of people being asked to stand in the 
sun and of a man who had to sell his grand-daughter’s orna- 
ments in order to satisfy the exacting War Fund collector. In 
this matter British India is as good or as bad as Princes’ India, 
perhaps the latter is worse. There are cases from the states of 
physical beatings and physical torture. Let me tell you that 
Government’s attention has been drawn to these cases, but 
Gandhiji deliberately refrained from making them the object of 
propaganda. 

If Gandhiji were so minded, he would have filled the TJari- 
jan columns with stories of the loot that is going on in the name 
of patriotic services and stories of robbery. The New Statesman 
and Nation had an article some time ago exposing the nepotism 
and robbery to which the British Cabinet had resorted. Gandhiji 
has not thought it right to exercise even the liberty that the 
New Statesman and Nation has done. He might have done many 
more things but he did not in sheer self-restraint, and in pur- 
suance of the policy of non-violence and non-embarrassment. 

I think I have shown therefore that the charge of wanting to 
help the enemy, embarrassing the Government, making Britain’s 
difficulty our opportunity is a gross and ungrateful libel, and if 
I have carried conviction to you, I want you brethren to lay the 
spectre of that charge. If I have failed to convince you, invite you 
to come to Sevagram, question and cross question Gandhiji on 
this crucial point. I invite Mr. Moore particularly to come to 
Sevagram and have discussion with Gandhiji. I do not know an 
honester journalist than Mr. Moore and I am sure that when we 
can convince him he can be trusted to carry conviction to 
Government. 

If you answer this libel, you can make your protest against 
the Gagging ordinances most effective. There is no vestige of 
excuse for them. There is nothing very extraordinary in there 
ordinances’, we are told. ‘We have suspended our Constitution 
and bidden goodbye to the liberties we have enjoyed for centu- 
ries.’ I think every one of you must proclaim it from the house- 
tops that there is no parallel between Britain and Iridia. There 
they have a Government of their own, constitution of their 
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own making, and every right to suspend their constitution if 
they feel it imperative in the interests of their country. We have 
none of these things here. We are under an undisguised auto- 
cracy, and we are being dragged into a fight with which we have 
no concern, and are threatened with dire consequences if we 
fight for our own freedom. “Freedom is in peril. Defend it with 
all your might”, proclaim posters in Britain. But we are told 
that battle-cry is not for us. They have ordinances there but 
for them they are self-denying ordinances. With us similar ordi- 
nances are Gagging ordinances. In imposing them on us on the 
strength of the British analogy, they are trying to impose on us 
in mid-summer the British furcoat of mid-winter. It will not do. 

And yet the fact of the matter is otherwise. They have no 
such ordinances in Britain, none in the Empire, and if they 
have them the application of them is nowhere so brutally dras- 
tic as in India. It is in Britain that a British judge observed in 
the course of his judgment in an action brought against the 
Daily Worker: The expression of views, no matter how unpopu- 
lar, how fantastic or how wrong-headed they may appear to 
the majority, is a right, and a right which I, among others, am 
paid to see preserved. I subscribe wholeheartedly to the words 
that fell from the lips of Mr. D. N. Pritt, K. c. that it is those 
views which are held by only a few, those views that are un- 
popular, those views which do run counter to the views of the 
great majority of mankind, particularly in times of emotional 
crises, such as war, it is those views which this Court should be 
particularly zealous to protect.” Please mark the words “those 
views which do run counter to the views of the great majority 
of mankind.” If a British Judge felt that he was being paid for 
protecting those views, how much more is it imperative that 
views which are being held here not by a microscopic minority 
but by the great majority of people in India should be protec- 
ted? 

And in South Africa as Mr. Bloom, Counsel for Defence in 
Dr. Dadoo s case said: “If Europeans are allowed to go about 
the country preaching rebellion and talking of future storm- 
troopers, it surely cannot be held that it is an offence for non- 
Europeans to voice their desires for equal rights, the abolition 
of poll tax, the right to vote and to own property.” But in 
South Africa preaching rebellion and talking of storm-troopers 
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he gave an interview to a British newspaper correspondent the 
other day the interview was prohibited by the Censor. 

Let me in this connection state the satyagrahi’s case and 
what he is asking for. I think I have demonstrated that he is not 
asking for any liberty greater than is being enjoyed in Gt. 
Britain and South Africa, perhaps less. The British judgment I 
have quoted from makes no distinction between ethical cons- 
cientious objectors and political conscientious objectors. It 
simply states that the right of an honest expression of opinion 
howsoever unpleasant or unpalatable must be protected, and 
the actual state of things in South Africa goes very much 
further. Let me tell you that it is a libel to say that we are 
hindering the war effort. We do not go near recruiting depots, 
we do not surround Munition Factories and as Gandhiji has 
declared, we have no intention to do so. We do not want to 
stop anyone who voluntarily wants to help the war. What we 
do want to stop is the exaction that is going on by means of 
coersion, intimidation, and torture, and we want to tell the peo- 
ple of India that if they will win swaraj through non-violent 
means, they may not co-operate militarily with British in the 
prosecution of this War. We want to prevent India from catch- 
ing the infection of war-mindedness. Is there nothing extra- 
vagant about this? I met an Englishman the other day who is 
not a pacifist. He said he would join the army when he goes 
home for “there we are fighting for liberty”, but what “I can- 
not tolerate is the way the war effort is being persecuted in 
India and liberty being crushed.” 

It is up to you the Fourth Estate to fight for this elemen- 
tary right to be conceded to the satyagrahis. If you can secure 
it, there is no satyagraha, no political prisoners, and no pro- 
blem before Government deflecting them from their war effort. 
I am sure you can do this most effectively, you who have been 
boosting this War day in and day out and taking in all the 
news that is purveyed to you as gospel truth. The Government 
owe it to you if they have any sense of gratitude. I hope you 
will take it up and thus make it possible to resolve the present 
impasse. It is a great contribution that it is in your power to 
make, and I hope you will do it. I wish you goodluck. 

I hope I have not abused your courtesy and the patience 
with which you have'listened to me. 
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Sevagram, 
Wardha, 
November 11, 1940 

DEAR MR. LAITHWAITE, 

I have to thank you for your letter of the 2nd inst. 

I must not offer any apology for this letter. For in answer 
to the Government measures regarding the Press I have given 
up making public statements on the struggle between the 
Government and the Congress, and I want to avoid secrecy 
regarding my plans. I shall, therefore, continue to send you 
periodical letters unless His Excellency desires otherwise. 

I had hoped to be able to confine civil disobedience to two 
or three typical cases and supplement them, if necessary and if 
the call came, with a fast, limited or unlimited. But the mem- 
bers of the W. C. were very much perturbed over the contem- 
plated fast. Wires also pressed in upon me from all sorts of 
men and associations prevailing upon me not to fast. I felt that 
if I was not to fast, I must in some way answer the action of 
the Government in regard to Pandit Jawaharlal. My restraint 
depended upon a measure of reciprocity from the Government 
as I had hoped in my letter of the 30th September in the follow- 
ing words: “I shall hug the hope that it will be possible for the 
Government to work out their policy in the spirit of the Con- 
gress position.” But I do not complain. I must not. Only I feel 
I should explain my change of plan. 

The changed plan consists in extending civil disobedience to 
qualified persons selected from particular groups. The groups 
douched at present are the members of the W. C., the Legis- 
lators, the members of the A.I.C.C. and a few others. I felt that 
with the Pandit dealt with in the manner he was and the almost 
simultaneous arrest of Shri Achut Patwardhan, who has pro- 
claimed his faith in non-violence, I should not restrain members 
of these groups and the like if they satisfied my test as to non- 
violence and the constructive programme. 

I send you herewith a copy also of the instructions I have 
issued to Congressmen which you will please show to H. E. 

There is one other matter to which I wish to draw his atten- 
tion. My son, Devdas, has sent me notes of the recent interview 
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with certain editors by the Hon’bic the Home Member. In it 
the Hon’bic the Home Member is represented as havinjt said 
“Mr. Gandhi's object is to paralyse India's war cirorl and thus 
to help Mitlcr." If Sir Reginald said these words, I can only 
say that he is wholly wrong. I claim that nothing that I have 
said can warrant Sir Reginald’s extraordinary statement. Indeed 
I have said repeatedly and so have Pandit Jawaharlal and al- 
most all the numerous Congressmen who have been jailed that 
we do not want to help Hitler. I have never said I wished to 
paralyse Government's war effort. But 1 have said that those 
of us who do not believe in war ns war or in the war on behalf 
of British imperialism, which they hold the present British effort 
to be. should be free to propagate their views in a non-violent 
manner. What will, however, help Hitler and the enemies of 
Britain is the present utterly irresponsible and repressive policy 
of the Government including the wholly unwarranted arrests 
and imprisonments. I had expected that those in high places 
would observe fairness and not go to the extent of putting into 
the mouths of humble workers like me words which they have 
never uttered. 

Youra sincerely, 

M. K. Gandhi 
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New Delhi, 
November II, 1940 

PUJYA BAPU, 

I have gone through Shri Krishnadas’s rejoinder. There is 
no need to reply to it in detail. He has certain wrong ideas 
about mill-cloth, so I thought it proper to send him a mill’s 
account. That mill can be treated as representing the view-point 
of the textile mill industry in general. But it is not possible to 
be accurate to the last pie. 

The old article, my answer, and some specimens of cloth 
are being sent by separate post. 

Yours humbly, 
Ghanshyamdas 
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Enclonsurc ; Shri Ghanshyamdas’s Reply 

Birla Cotton and Spinning Mills, Limited, Delhi 

November?, 1940 

1. The prices arc exclusive of 5% commission. These prices 
arc beased on the market rates of 1940. 

2. To bring them at par with the present-day market-rate, 
we have to add 10% more to them, 

3. To these prices we have to add another 13% to meet the 
profit of the inicrmediaries and the expenditure incurred on 
sending the goods from the mill to the customers, 

(^) 5% for managing agents, selling agents and brokers, 

ib) 8% for the buffer agents, 

4. All these prices are for cloth of 40-inch width, 

5. The average price of the cloth of 40-inch width in 1940 
was two inches and a quarter; it was exclusive of the com- 
mission, 

6. The manufacture of the good quality cloth of today was 
for name sake in 1940, 


November 11, 1940 

When we proceed to compare two categories we can obtain 
the best results by placing them on the same footing. When at 
night we look at the sky some of stars, though much larger 
than the Sun, appear to be tiny sparks of light. This is so be- 
cause the Sun is so much nearer to us than the stars. Though 
it is not possible to drag down the stars and the Sun to the 
earth for the purpose of establishing a contrast between them 
at least in our imagination we should place them on the same 
footing. If we did not do this we would erroneously assume the 
Sun to be larger than the stars. 

Similarly if we are to compare mill-cloth with khadi, we 
should compare coarse mill-cloth with coarse khadi, or superfine 
mill-cloth with superfine khadi. The question of the matching 
categories of yarn is also relevant to a sound comparison but I 
propose to rule this aspect out for the purpose of our discus- 
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sion. When khadi woven from yarn No. 40 is compared with 
mill-cloth produced from higher quality yarn, the former will 
prove to be much higher in price. Therefore I have leaned 
slightly in favour of khadi by keeping the question of matching 
qualities of yarn out of our present discussion. But if we accord 
similar treatment to coarse cloth or quality cloth the result of 
our comparative study will prove to be disappointing. Similarly 
you have to keep the system of distribution along with the 
Spinners’ Association’s empire before your mind’s eye. And if 
you want khadi to be treated as an ideal objective, you will 
have to accord the same status to the mills even when the capi- 
talist has ceased to matter and the entire textile mill industry 
stands nationalized. In my view the proponents of khadi will con- 
tinue to enjoy the status of a rival no matter whether the mills 
are individually owned or are nationalised. Therefore we should 
confine ourselves to a comparision of the rival systems of dis- 
tribution, and before proceeding to do so we should place 
them on the same footing. Let no one say that if we cannot 
bring the Sun and the stars physically to the earth it would be 
a waste of time and effort to place them on the same footing in 
imagination. The argument is valid but not if we are to com- 
pare khadi with mill-cloth inasmuch as it is quite possible to 
place the rival categories of cloth not only in imagination but 
also in practice. 

In this anxiety to lend strength to his case Shri Krishnadasji 
has advanced all the good, wholesome arguments he could muster 
in favour of khadi, namely, we should always use simple, design- 
free cloth, spin at home, get the yarn woven into cloth by 
the village weaver, dye it in colours locally available, thus 
dispensing with the shop-keeper and doing without the order 
imposed from above, etc., etc. He has also raised khadi, now 
being produced without any consideration for idealism, to the 
high pedastal of lofty idealism and, having accomplished this, 
has proceeded to compare it with mill-made cloth in the pro- 
duction of which no idealism is in evidence. This is not fair. 
Why should we not-see mill-cloth with similar aura of idealism 
before setting out to compare the two categories of cloth? In 
order to bestow mill-cloth with some kind of idealism we shall 
first have to manufacture textile machinery in our own country, 
disperse the mills, now clustered in cities, all over the country. 
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nationalize the entire industry, improve labour conditions, pay 
it belter and do all that is necessary to do in order to make 
labour the Nation’s concern. No imported cotton may be em- 
ployed in the manufacture of colth; instead, we should grow 
quality cotton in our own country in order to spin superfine 
yarn. Thus cither we should place both categories on the same 
pcdastal, or we should compare their mutually shared objective 
conditions. 

If we were to adopt the latter course, khadi would prove 
costlier than mill-cloth since it dies not last as long as the 
latter. It also entails a more expensive looking after, and it is 
certainly coarser than mill-cloth, while khadi made from 
superfine yarn is incomparably costlier than the matching 
cloth. If khadi fails to last longer than it does now the nation 
will ultimately have to pay more for clothing the people, thus 
rendering khadi a costlier apparel. This must be kept in mind, 

A point has been made to the effect, even if the cost of a 
yard of coarse cloth at 0-2-3 were to be accepted as correct, it 
would make no difference to the consumer as by the time this 
single yard of course cloth reaches him its selling price becomes 
much more than 0-2-3. Therefore the question is not what if 
costs to produce it but of how much the consumer has to pay 
for it. This question is quite valid, but it is equally relevant in 
the case of khadi. Anyway I have already argued the desira- 
bility of placing the two categories of cloth on the same level 
and have no inclination to say more in support of it. But for 
the information of Shri Krishnadasji I am giving here the 
details of the selling price of different varieties of mill-cloth— 
coarse, dyed, designed, printed and so on. 

In one of our mills in 1940 the cost of production of all 
varieties of cloth — coarse, dyed, bleached, designed and printed 
— worked out at 0-2-4^. I am enclosing the samples of these 
varieties of cloth with price tags attached to each one of them. 
These prices are for cloth with 40" width. There are three 
middle-men between the mill-owner and the consumer. If their 
profits are added to the cost of production, then it comes to 
13%. At this rate the consumer had to pay 0-2-8| pie for each 
yard of cloth in May, 1940. It means that had India produced 
the entire quantity of 6330 million yards of cloth in its own 
mills in May, 1940 the price of the entire quantity of cloth 
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would have been 106 million rupees. This would take care of 
all the items of expenditure including dying, bleaching, the 
middleman’s handling profit, brokerage and profits. But 
the railway freight has not been included in this amount and 
works out on the average to 4%. But if these items of expen- 
diture are to be included in computing the cost of production 
of mill-made cloth, similar computation will have to be made in 
case of khadi. Even when the ideal stage is reached by khadi, 
provision for railway freight will have to be made at least for 
the transportation of cotton, if not of cloth. Cotton will have to 
be brought from other provinces for use in Bengal, Eastern U.P. 
Bihar and Orissa. Whether the money derived from the price of 
cloth goes to swell the pockets of, beside the mill-owner, the 
shopkeeper, the dealer, the broker of the village money-lender 
should be treated as sometimes like a waste or as payment for 
their labours, depends upon how we view the position. It is 
difficult to envision a situation in which the petty shopkeeper 
will have no place even when the ideal stage is reached. 

Be that as it may, I have given the actual cost of production 
of cloth. Now conclusions may be drawn from it aceording to 
individual predilections. It must be borne in mind that the 
current selling price of cloth has increased slightly, the prices 
cited by me are on the basis of the position obtaining in May, 
1940. Before the War the price level had even gone down. Since 
the War the prices are tending to go up and may rise still 
higher. 
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Substance Gathered on the Telephone of the Contents 
of Gandhi’s Letter to Mr. J.G. Laithwaite 

November 11, 1940 

In answer to the Government measure regarding the Press, I 
have given up making any statement. I want to avoid secrecy 
regarding my plans. I shall continue to send letters to His Ex- 
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ccllcncy unicss iic desires olhcrwisc. I had hoped to be able to 
confine civil disobedience to two or three and supplement it, if 
necessary, and, if the call came, with a fast limited or unlimited. 
But the Working Committee were perturbed over the fast. I 
feel 1 must yield to the Working Committee and in some way 
answer the action of the Government in regard to Jav/aharlaf, 
My restraint depended on a measure of reciprocity on the part 
of Government, as indicated in my letter of the 30th September. 

The changed plan consists in extending civil disobedience to 
qualified persons selected from particular group. The groups 
touched at present arc members of the Legislature and members 
of the Working Committee. I felt that with Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru dealt with in the manner he has been and the almost 
simultaneous arrest of Achyut Patwardhan, I should not re- 
strain the desire of the Working Committee to extend civil 
disobedience, provided they satisfied my tests. I send you a 
copy of instniclions J have sent to Congressmen. 

My son, Devdas, has sent me notes of his conversation with 
Sir Reginald Maxwell in which the Home Member is reported 
to have stated that I am anxious to help Hitler. I can only say 
that it is wholly wrong. Nothing can warrant Sir Reginald’s 
extraordinary statement. We do not want to help Hitler. I have 
never said that I wished to paralyse Government’s war etfort. 
But those who do not believe in war or this war conducted by 
British Imperialism should be free to propagate their views. 
What will help Hitler is the utterly irresponsible repression that 
is now carried on. 
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Extracts from Mahadev Desai’s Delhi Diary 

November II, 1940 


: 1 : 

Met Mr. Puclde (Director General of Intelligence) and Sir 
Richard Tottenham (Additional Home Secretary) said to be m 
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charge of the C.I.D. portfolio. 

T’s talk at dinner was strictly non-political. He talked 
about his recent service as Army Secretary and a subordinate 
officer of the Civil Service in Madras long years ago. With the 
exception of Maxwell the whole Home Department may be said 
to be run by “Madrassi” civilians— Conran Smith and Thorne 
and Tottenham. He referred to Bapu’s statements and articles 
and wondered whether he wrote them or dictated them. On my 
saying that he had dictated some of the most weighty of his 
statements and sent them to the Press — e.g., one after the 
Truce of 1931 — without the change of a comma or a word he 
said he was amazed. “I do not claim that extraordinary power 
of concentration and I could never dictate a statement.” Talking 
about articles when I said (hat he wrote them mostly on silent 
Mondays, he said: ‘That thing I am sure every one of us can 
copy with great profit. How I wish a day’s silence in the week 
was imposed on the whole world. Much of our strife would 
end.’ He gave me the impression of a bureaucrat of the old 
type, rather cynical and hard. 

Puckle came and sat beside me after dinner. Said he knew 
me through Laithwaite. Talked of men and things and books 
outside politics in a most polished and engaging manner. Then 
asked: “Will it be possible for the Mahatma to issue the 
Harijan now ?” 

I : I hope so, but I am not sure. I had a talk with my 
colleague on the phone and I think Gandhiji will await 
my return before he comes to any decision. The language in 
which the order withdrawing the Notification is couched is 
most objectionable, but I agree that it need not affect the 
Harijan. But assuming that he can start the Harijan again, 
would you stop short at that ? 

P : What is to be done ? 

I : Is there no way out of the impasse ? 

P : How Mr. G. seems to be an impossible man. I 
have never doubted his sincerity, but he seems to have con- 
tradicted himself. He does not seem to realise the logical 
consequences of his statements and actions. He does not 
want to embarrass, but he does embarrass. 

I : I have dealt with the question in my speech yesterday 
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of which I shall send you a report. How does he embarrass 
by insisting on the liberty of expression, when he limits it 
by declining to address his appeals to the army or muni- 
tion workers? 

P : I see that but the effect of propaganda is great. 

I : It may be great, but not to the extent of affecting 
the help you receive from the Princes, moneyed men and 
the warminded classes. His appeal will not touch them. 

P : What puzzles and perplexes me is that one who was 
an asset to us for 16 months should have ceased to be that 
asset. 

I : Let me put a qutstion to you. Do you think what you 
say is psychologically possible? You credit a man with 
honesty and sincerity and capacity to estimate spiritual values 
and you also regard him as an asset. Is it possible for such 
a man to suddenly cease to be that asset? I think it is 
phychologically impossible. 

P ; He may by mistake. 

I : No, there is something radically wrong about the 
assumption. 

P: Assuming that the liberty he claims is given him, 
where is the guarantee that it will not be abused by the vast 
number of people? 

I : If you agree that G. has been a considerable influence 
for restraint during the past you have to trust him to ex- 
ercise that influence in the future. The whole matter reduces 
itself to one of trust and distrust. 

P ; I am glad you are talking to Maxwell and Tottenham. 

It is those people who matter. Maxwell you know is an ill 
man. And he had to face several CD. movements. They 
have taken a lot out of him. 

I : I know he has looked worn and exhausted whenever 
I have seen him. But you don’t mean to attribute his ill 

health entirely to our wickedness? 

P : No, no. I only want you to consider the psycholo- 
gical factor. He is bitter and not -free from prejudice. 

It was close on II p.m. when wc got up. Tottenham cann. 
again with Srinivasan and the latter said: “Mahadev, can 
perhaps enlighten us. Did Jawaharlal ask people not to join as 
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recruits and not to give money in his Gorakhpur speech, i.c., 
before he had been selected as a satyagrahi?” 

I : I do not think so. He could not have done it. He has 
said as much in his statement before the court. 

T : But 1 have seen Government reports of his speeches, 
which no doubt he has challenged. 

1 ; Do you find anything in his statement? Could he 
have said in his speeches more than he has said in his 
statement? 

T: He has. 

I : Have you seen the judgment ? Have you ever read 
poorer stuff than that ? 

T : There I agree with you. It is very poor indeed, and 
we were all amazed at the sentence. 

Srinivasan ; You must do something to reduce that 
sentence. 

I : lam not concerned with it. I think the conviction is 
wrong. His statement is an indication of all he could have 
said and in his statement he has said nothing more than we 
have been saying in our Congress Resolutions ever since 
September last year. 

Inglis came in at 10.30. He said he would make use of my 
speech. What he said this morning revealed the stubborn Scotch 
in him. The liberty we claim, he said, was not enjoyed in Eng- 
land. I mean who asked people not to join as recruits or not to 
pay money would be clamped in Jail. 

I ; The pacifists do it. The Peace News does it. As for 
political objectors there are a few in England for it is your 
War, you are a free people. Here it is not our War, but one 
imposed on us, and that makes all the difference. 

Inglis : The judgment you have cited only says that the 
right to express those views in print is protected, but not the 
right to utter those views in public. 

I : lam surprised. Both rights are identical. Only facts 
•differ, as I have said, inasmuch as England is a free country, 
and no one need raise an agitation on political grounds 
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excepting the communists. But the judgment does give these 
that right. But what about South Africa v, -here their speeches 
are full of fire and brimstone? 


. 0 


November 12, 1940 

Tottenham said Ma.xweil had ashed him to see me and to 
convey anything that I may have to say to him. After that if I 
needed to see him, I might, do so, but the Assembly left him 
little time. 

T. had read my speech carefully and also the article on 
Vinoba, both of which I had sent him. The point that I had 
made, viz., the right of the pacifist in England to preach what- 
ever he liked, barring the liberty' to address mum'tion workers 
and the army, w'as entirely new to him. He had looked up the 
correspondence once again and he sought enfightenment from 
me. 

It took me about half an hour to explain the whole thing to 
him. But he said: ‘T had thought that the mention of the muni- 
tion wrorkers and soldiers was iliustrative and not restrictive. 
But the latter part of the letter shows that G. claims the liberty 
to address both of these not for himself but others.” 

I : You have not seen his latest statement. I read out 
portion from the statement on C.D. 

T : So he has revised his position. 

I : No, the correspondence shows that he insisted on the 
abstract right. 

T : I see now. And the distinction you make between 
and conscientious objectors I had not realised. The polittcal 
correspondence makes it clear those who object to all war and 
those who object to this war. Well let us get on. I see abo 
the distinction you have drawn between England and India. 

I : And between India and South Africa. 

T : But you agree that the law is the same. 
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I ; Tl\e law may be the same but it is administered dific- 
rently. In South Africa the Europeans openly talk of rebel- 
lion and future storm-troopers. And even the law in South 
Africa is different. Smuts in consideration of Hertzog’s party 
has made the law there clastic. It definitely protects the right 
to condemn the whole war policy of Gvernment but it gives 
no right to condemn a particular war measure. 

T : Please don’t take me into those intricate details. 
What I note is that when a European infringes the law there 
he goes scotfree. 

I ; All right, for our present purpose I am content that 
you note that. And even an Indian who is alleged to have 
defied the law is let of with a sentence of £25 or one month’s 
imprisonment. Even that judgment has been appealed against 
and the Supreme Court may reverse the decision. 

T ; I see. Now I would like to understand from you is 
the quick changing position of Mr. Gandhi. He spoke of 
unconditional co-operation in the beginning of the war, and 
there was a chorus of applause. “Good old Gandhi”, they 
exclaimed. Then came bargaining and politics and now 
comes civil disobedience. 

Explained at length Bapu’s attitude in the beginning based 
on the trust that England would act on the square, that even 
then he had made it clear to the Viceroy that he meant nothing 
more than moral co-operation, how the politically minded W.C. 
could not trust England and insisted on a declaration, how 
England had failed to act on the square, Viceroy’s declaration 
and Amery’s statement and so on and how Bapu had waited on 
whole year or more and now launched restricted individual 
C.D. 


T : But the position is this: That he promised moral co- 
operation, now he would not even give moral co-operation. 
The moral co-operation he promised was unconditional and 
still today he refused to give that moral co-operation. 

I : Perhaps if you will read this statement he made after 
the A.I.C.C. to a representative of the News Chronicle the 
position will be clearer than I have been able to make. 

(He reads the statement.) 
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T : I see. During the year he has found that England has 
not played the game and that makes all the difference. 

I • Thai s it. He liad begun with faith, that faith was 
blasted. 

T : I see. Now I would like to see how he says he does 
not want to paralyse war effort. 

I : He has said it in so many words. Have you seen bis 
letter to H.E.? 

T: No. 

I read out the paragraph where Bapu says Government 
should be content with wliat help they received from princes, 
moneyed men and warlike classes, and that he and the Congress 
had no influence on them. 

T : I see. But he would influence them, if he could. The 
desire is there, not the capacity. 

I : Yes, if you will so put it. But if he had the capacity 
and if he carried the whole of India with him, he knows that 
you would not resist him as you are doing. The fact is you 
arc getting some help which you may describe as voluntary 
which he docs not touch, but you are also getting involun- 
tary help — by force, coercion and intimidation— -against 
which he would raise his voice. And I want to note the 
extent to which he goes in his desire not to disturb those 
who want to help and feel for some reason or other that they 
must help. Birla Brothers he could prevent from helping but 
had never prevented and even permitted. 

(I gave one or two more instances.) 

T : lam very glad. 

I ; And did I not tell you even Vinoba said in his first 
speech which you describe as very violent. 

T : He himself said so. 

I : Yes, but even in that speech he said that well as he 
could prevent a man from joining as a recruit, he would not 
do so. He would be content with appealing to him from the 
platform. 

T ; I know it. 

I ; Does not that satisfy you? 

T ; But when you make the appeal you do not want 
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them to help. You know Hyde Park. People arc allowed to 
talk there rank nonsense, as it is taken as such and no one 
takes them seriously. Here you address ignorant masses and 
can easily inflame their feelings. 

I : You have seen the speeches Vinoba and Jawaharlal 
have made. Is there anything of the kind there? And you 
must know that Jawaharlal must have made several hundred 
speeches during the year without inflaming ihe masses. 

T ; You mean to say he would have been in jail long 
before this but for Mr. Gandhi’s influence. 

I : You may put it that way. You have so exasperated 
him that you have left him no alternative. 

T : But then he might have done so a year ago. 

I : You suggest that it was our fault that we wanted for 
one whole year and more. 

T : No. All I say is that you have been playing a political 
game. 

I : And you think G. is now playing a political game? 

T : He has failed so far and this is another move. 

I : You will use that language if you feel like it, but you 
are steering clear of facts. You forget the Congress has 
deliberately retired from the field of power politics. It will 
not go into power. And I want you to understand that it is 
G.’s non-violence that has made it do so. The fast idea, let 
me tell you, is not new. He mentioned it to the Working 
Committee long ago when he found that their attitude would 
result in making the whole country war-minded and wipe 
out the work of 20 years. That would make life insupport- 
able for him. 

T : I understand. What I feel, without disrespect, is that 
the W.C. has men who change from time to time. 

I : You people also do so. But what is noteworthy is that 
the Working Committee has deliberately accepted G. s 
advice not to go into power for the duration of War and now 
limited itself to the demand for liberty of speech. 

T : I see all that. But how does it take us nearer tce 
political solution? 

I : It cannot I grant. But that is the consequence ofyoi^r 
having declared India as a belligerent v/ithout 

T : There I agree v/ith you, and I kmow it .•‘^ong. 
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But you people sliiTtcd your ground. Your quarrel was 
against India being declared a belligerent without her con- 
sent, then it became a matter of bargain. 

1 : Where is the bargaining when I tell you that Congress 
docs not desire to get into power for the duration of war? 
And as for bargaining, let me say that those who are engaged 
in bargaining always have no business to cast the stone at 
others. But you arc not accusing Gandhiji of bargaining ? 

T : No. But I do think that he knew that the Congress 
was losing all its influence and power and so he has launched 
this movement. 

I : Then what could have prevented him launching a 
mass movement and put in 50,000 or a lakh in jail? 

T ; You cannot. There are a few hundred pcopJein Jail ? 

1 : A few thousand. 

T ; No, you arc mistaken. A few thousand have been 
convicted but not more than 1200 are in jail. 

I : If you agree that a few thousand have been convicted 
I have nothing to say. I am amazed that you do not see that 
Gandhiji in his studied pursuit of non-violence and non- 
embarrassment has restrained his hands and has not deli- 
berately filled the jails which he might have done. 

T : Then what does he gain by this limited individual 
civil disobedience movement? 

I : Self-satisfaction. He can give expression to his non- 
violence and enable people who feel like him to have the same 
satisfaction. 

T : You mean he wants to do it as a protest, 

I : Yes, as a gesture of protest, you might say. 

T : Protest against what? Against the failure of negotiat- 
ions? 

I ; Against being dragged into the war, against our will. 

T: That was the original reason, but later it sank into 

the background, 

I ; How dare you say so? The whole trouble has arisen 
out of that root evil. 

T : Supposing the right were conceded, would it not lead 

to paralysing of ail war effort? 

I ; It would in a way if we had say thousands of mee mgs 
in the country. Your administration would perhaps e 
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paralysed by having to deal with all these meetings. But there 
comes in what I said the matter of trust. You must trust 
Gandhiji how be uses the liberty in the best way possible. 
Because the right is denied to us, it is vehemently asserted. 
When it is conceded it would not be used in an olTcnsive way. 
There used to be in the past Flag Satyagrahas. When at the 
end of a settlement the right was conceded, it was rarely used. 

T : It is a mutual thing. You have ceased to trust us. 
Not that we have given no reason — we made promises dur- 
ing the last war and we did not keep them. But this war has 
come as a terrible reminder and you must believe that at the 
end of the war there will be a revolution in thought. Trust 
begets trust. 

I : But if you can believe that G. can pursue his non- 
embarrassment policy to the extent of making a fetish of it, 
as some of his critics say, after a settlement he would 
pursue it more successfully. 

T : But how does that end the constitutional impasse? 

I : It vdll make it impossible. It will make the atmos- 
phere ready. After this one issue is removed you can discuss 
the constitutional issue. 

T : I do not want to seem to criticise the Viceroy but I 
do feel that if he had in the beginning taken all the Premiers 
into confidence and all the Provincial Legislature the belli- 
gerency issue would not have been raised. 

I : lam glad you see it. That can be done after you have 
settled it with the Congress. 

T : But Mr. Desai, you want Vinoba’s speeches to be all 
reported by the papers. Would not the papers help in the 
anti-war propaganda. 

I • No more than they arc helping in the war propaganda. 
Why should they publish Sir Richard Tottenham's speech 
and not Vinoba Bhave’s speech? They have to pursue an 
impartial policy. Why should they have to publish the rank 
communalism and anli-racial ■s^enom of Sikandar Hayat Khan 
and not publish Jav/ahar’s speeches? 

T : That’s all right. But without meaning any disresp^ 
may I say that there is a slight insincerity in wanting Vineba 
Bhave’s speeches to go into the Press, 

I : Hov/? 
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T : You have explained in your article why you had the 
meeting in a village, why you did not want theatrical display 
and so on. Why then do you want publicity. 

I : May I put a proposal to you? Grant us the right to 
say and preach what we like, carry on anti-war propaganda 
to our heart’s content. I am prepared to agree not to 
publish our speeches in the papers. Are you prepared to do 
it ? 

T : Who am I? I am not Secretary. I have no authority. 

I have to communicate to the Chief what I have heard from 
you. Let me tell you that I do not see even the Viceroy’s 
and Mr. Gandhi’s correspondence. 

I : But secretaries can do a lot. If you have followed 
what I have said it should not be difficult for us to forge out 
an agreed formula. 

T : Where big people have failed, it is difficult to hope 
that we can succeed. 

I : No. Big people with their terrible preoccupations may 
not have much time. Smaller people like us can discuss and 
argue for days and perhaps help to bring about a better 
understanding. 

I am glad you have given me 2i hours today. I won’t tire 
your patience any more. But another letter must have come 
today from Gandhiji and that will land us in further discus- 
sion. But I am always at your disposal and you can summon 
me whenever you like after you have discussed the matters 
with Sir Reginald. Please send copy of your note of our 
conversation to Laithwaite too. So that I may not have to 
cover the same ground. 

We talked incidentally on rumours and bazaar gups. I said. 
“You know how Gandhiji effectively prevented panic from 
spreading.” 

T : Don’t I know? He was most helpful. 

I ; Now that you feel he has ceased to be helpful you 
have left him. You are behaving like a man who cats up t ic 

sound part of an apple and cuts off the rotten part, 
man is not an apple. If you think that Gandluji Js a con- 
siderable influence for restraint and the balance of ao\a • t 
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arising out of it is greater than the disadvantages you have 
to make up your mind not to antagonise him. You must 
have him with all his limitations and his weaknesses. 

T : I see the point, and that perhaps sums up the whole 
of our talk well. 


: 3 


November 12, 1940 

Maxwell had said in his letter to me that I should have the 
business talk with Tottenham but that he would like to meet me 
at his house in his private capacity and to renew old acquain- 
tanceship. So I called on him in the evening. Tottenham had not 
evidently informed him that I might see him again if necessary. 

He began the talk with the war and all it meant. “Mahadev, 
you can have no idea of it. My elder son is in the army, younger 
who is 16 is at school which was bombed three days ago, and 
wife is doing war-work, collecting herbs for pharmaceutical 
works. They are staying in a part where bombs are being rained 
every day and one never knows what is in store for one the next 
moment.” 

I : 1 know, I can have some idea. 

M : Well, then all that we are now concentrating our 
attention on is to end the war and not to allow it to go on a 
day longer than necessary. 

I : I know that too. You said so to the Press people. 
What pained Gandhiji and every one of us was your remark 
that Gandhiji by his movement was paralysing war effort and 
thereby helping Hitler. 

M : I know. But if you take the consequences of his 
actions how do you escape the fact? I know he docs not want 
to help Hitler, but what else can be the result? 

I . On the point that the war should end as soon as pos- 
sible and not a day later than it is possible to end it, we are 
agreed. Only how it is to be done is the question. You say it 
can be done only in one way. We say it should be done in a 
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Segaon, 
Wardha, 
December 16, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

What you say is quite correct but I have a handy excuse. If 
big men like you continue to change their addresses ever so 
often, what is a small-size man like me, already overloaded with 
work, to do? But you did the right thing. I promptly made use 
of that Adison anecdote in my letter to Pyarelal. 

You were due here tomorrow. How that you are reaching 
here the day after, let me make use of the occasion. It seems 
Bapu will now send me out, though I have been pleading 
against it. I shall explain to you Bapu’s reasoning, as also my 
own. At present half of his work is being done by me. 

Please ask Bajrang to bring alone with him the books a list 
of which is going with this letter. In case I go to jail, I propose 
to write a series of articles to be published in book form with 
Non-violence in Literature as its title. This material will be of 
great help in my contemplated undertaking. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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Notes of Talks with Gandhiji 


Sevagram, 
2 p.m., December 18, 1940 

1. They can’t go beyond this representative government. Real 

power. 

2. Freedom of speech. Civil population should not be 
warrainded, 
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3. Six weeks. Yes, if they want it. Let the Viceroy write. 

4. (1) Maharajsingh 

(2) P.T. 

(3) Kunjrii. 

(4) Naliiii. 

(5) Vijayaraghavacliariar. 

(6) Alley. 

(7) Mir/a. 

(S) Siilatan Ahmad, 
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Sevagram, 
Via Wardha, 
December 21, 1940 

MY DEAR GIIANSIIYAMDASJI, 

The enclosed letter will flatter you, though I know that you 
cannot be flattered! Diwakar is a good Kannada scholar, knows 
and appreciates Bapu’s philosophy and knows Hindi well. I 
have given him the permission. 

Bapu had a few minutes’ talk with me today. He said: Did 
Ghanshyamdasji tell you that he appreciated the spiritual 
argument? I advanced in favour of your going. That is the on y 
argument that weighs with me,” He wants me to go on the 7t . . 
This is just to inform you. I wrote to you to Bombay a 

which I asked Bajrang to send me a few books. Let him a 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin to the list. I intend to write a series of artic es 
or a book on Non-violence in Literature if I 
Jamnalalji was arrested this morning and he marched 
with great eclat. He got 9 months and Rs. 500 fine, an e is 
thoroughly satisfied with himself. 


Yours, 

Mahadev 
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Calcutta, 
December 23, 1940 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

Your letter to me addressed to Bombay was redirected to 
this place and I have already given the list of books to Bajrang. 
He is sending you some of the books today. Others will follow. 
I am glad that you want to write something. I note that you 
also want Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Perhaps you want this book for 
reference, otherwise this book must have been read by you long 
long ago. 

I had already given you the gist of my talk with Bapu after 
you came from Nagpur. 

Poor Jamnalalji! He would not mind 12 months, but the fine 
is too cruel a thing for him to bear! 1 

I am glad that you have sent the permission to Diwakar for 
translating Bapu into Kannada. I find that the book is getting 
more popular than I had expected it to be. But it is getting 
popular because of the subject. 

I am returning Diwakar’s letter to yon. 

Yours sincerely^ 
Ghanshyamdas 


SHRI MAHADEVBHAI DeSAI 
Sevagram 
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Wardha, 
December 24, 1940 

Mahatma Gandhi’s Open Letter to Herr Hitler 
“dear ERIEND, 

That I address you as a friend is no formality. I own no foes. 
My business in life has been for the past 33 years to enlist the 
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friendship of the whole of humanity by befriending mankind, 
irrespective of face, colour or creed. 

“I hope you will have the time and desire to know how a 
good portion of humanity who have been living under the in- 
fluence of that doctrine of universal friendship view your action. 
We have no doubt about your bravery or devotion to your 
Fatherland, nor do we believe that you are the monster describ- 
ed by your opponents. But your own writings and pronounce- 
ments and those of your friends and admirers leave no room 
for doubt that many of your acts are monstrous and unbecom- 
ing of human dignity, especially in the estimation of men like 
me who believe in universal friendliness. Such are your 
humiliation of Czechoslovakia, the rape of Poland and the 
swallowing of Denmark. I am aware that your view of life 
regards such spoliations as virtuous acts. But we have been 
taught from childhood to regard them as acts degrading 
humanity. Hence we cannot possibly wish success to your arms. 

“But ours is a unique position. We resist British Imperialism 
no less than Nazism. If there is a difference, it is in degree. One- 
fifth of the human race has been brought under the British heel 
by means that will not bear secrutiny. Our resistance to it does 
not mean harm to the British people. We seek to convert them, 
not to defeat them on the battlefield. Ours is an unarmed revolt 
against the British rule. But whether we convert them or not, 
we are determined to make their rule impossible by non-violent 
non-co-operation. It is a method in its nature indefensible. It is 
based on the knowledge that no spoliator can compass his end 
without a certain degree of co-operation, willing or compulsory, 
of the victim. Our rulers may have our land and bodies but not 

our souls. They can have the former only by complete destruc- 
tion of every Indian man, woman and child . That all may not 
rise to that degree of heroism and that a fair amount of 
frightfulness can bend the back of revolt is true but the argu- 
ment would be beside Jhe point. For, if a fair number of men 
and women be found in India who would be prepared without 
any ill will against the spoliators to lay down their lives rat ler 
than bend the knee to them, they would have shown the way to 
freedom from the tyranny of violence. I ask you to believe me 
when I say that you will find an unexpected number o sue 
men and women in India. They have been having that training 
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for the past 20 years. 

“We have been trying for the past half a century to throw 
off the British rule. The movement of independence has been 
never so strong as now. The most powerful political organisa- 
tion, I mean the Indian National Congress, is trying to achieve 
this end. We have attained a very fair measure of success 
through non-violent effort, we were groping for the right means 
to combat the most organised violence in the world which the 
British power represents. You have challenged it. It remains to 
be seen which is the better organised, the German or the Brilisli. 
We know what the British heel means for us and the non- 
European races of the world. But we would never wish to end 
the British rule with German aid. We have found in non-violence 
a force which, if organised, can without doubt match itself 
against a combination of all the most violent forces in the 
world. In non-violent technique as I have said there is no such 
thing as defeat. It is all ‘Do or die’ without killing or hurling. 
It can be used practically without money and obviously without 
the aid of science of destruction which you have brought such 
perfection. It is a marvel to me that you do not see that it is 
nobody’s monopoly. If not the British, some other power will 
certainly improve upon your method and beat you with your 
own weapon. You arc leaving no legacy to your people of 
which they would feel proud. They cannot take pride in a recital 
of cruel deed, however skilfully planned, I, therefore, appeal to 
you in the name of humanity to stop the war. You will lose 
nothing by referring all the matters of dispute between you and 
Great Britain to an international tribunal of your joint choice. 
If you attain success in the war, it will not prove that you were 
in the right. It will only prove that your power of destruction 
was greater. Whereas, award by an impartial tribunal will show 
as far as it is humanly possible which party was in the right. 

“You know that not long ago I made an appeal to every 
Briton to accept my method of non-violent resistance. I did it 
because the British know me as a friend though a rebel. I am a 
stranger to you and your people. I have not the courage to 
make you the appeal I made to every Briton. Not that it would 
not apply to you with the same force as to the British. But my 
present proposal is much simpler because much more practical 
and familar. 
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‘‘DuriDg t his season when the hearts of the peoples of Europe 
yearn for peace, we have suspended even our own peaceful 
struggle. Is it too much to ask you to make an effort for peace 
during a time which may mean nothing to you personally but 
which must mean much to the millions of Europeans whose 
dumb cry for peace I hear for my ears are attuned to hearing 
the dumb millions? I had intended to address a joint appeal to 
you and Signor Mussolini w'hom I had the privilege of meeting 
when I was in Rome during my visit to England as a delegate to 
the Round Table Conference. I hope that he will take this as 
addressed to him also with the necessary changes. 

am, 

yours sincere friend, 
M.K. Gandhi” 
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Notes of Discussion Tnth Gandhiji 

December 25, 1940 

I was with Gandhiji at Wardha for two da}’s, that is, on 
the 18th and the 19th December. His health generally is good. 

He has to attend a large volume of correspondence frcm 

persons seeking his permi ssion to offer satyagraha. He scruU- 
m'ses the applications carefully and then in suitable cases grants 
permission. I gathered an impression that he definitely ''snts to 
minimise any embarrassment that may be caused by hiy ^ 
ment. He is no less considerate for the convenience o I c 
officials. For this reason, he has instructed to suspend 
graha during Xmas, on all Sundays and at any time before a.m. 

He seems to be completely sanguine of convincing osem 
ment in the end that it is not his desire to embarrass them, e 
never fails to disclose his mind to H.E. the Viceroy or t o t le 
Home Member whenever he gets an opportunity to urite. ere 
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is not only no trace of bitterness in him but, on the contrary, 
there is a definite cordiality towards H.E. and his other British 
friends. 

He was sad to hear of Lord Lothian’s death. 

I asked him what was his next plan. He has already inform- 
ed the Viceroy of it. The next stage will continue for another 
three months. During that period nearly 10,000 persons will be 
in. All names will be properly scrutinised. “What after that?”, 

I asked. “There is to be no stage after that. It will continue 
indefinitely and I will send in as many as I can. Sometimes I get 
a little worried about the mentality of our young men. I know 
they are impatient. They might do something stupid. Com- 
munism appeals to youth, unfortunately.” I replied that in the 
past whenever satyagraha was in the field, communism dis- 
appeared for the time being only to reappear after its suppres- 
sion. He agreed, after making this remark. I wondered what 
would be the possition just now if Gandhiji had not started 
satyagraha? Would extremists in the Congress and Communists 
combine to create greater trouble? Was satyagraha not a bless- 
ing in disguise? Was Gandhiji, by starting restricted satyagraha 
saving Government from greater embarrassment and at the 
same time registering his own protest? Who knows? The issue 
for satyagraha is again confined to narrow issue, viz., freedom 
of speech and not the constitutional issue. This again seems to 
be a wise move since it is a point comparatively easier of solu- 
tion. I know from the past experience that Gandhiji’s move is 
always full of more than one implication. 

He is anxious to send Mahadevin, I tried to persuade him not 
to send Mahadev as he very strongly feels that his absence may be 
harmful for Gandhiji’s health. Pyarelal is already in. Therefore 
Mahadev thinks he must be kept out. But Gandhiji disagrees. 
“It is a movement of self-purification, not for embarrassing any 
one. As such, I must sacrifice my best. I needed Mahadev out 
for various other noble missions. This has enhanced his value 
further. But all the more reason, therefore, for sending him in 
since the sacrifice will be still greater.” I saw his point. But all 
this is a outlook, altogether different. Paradoxical it sounds, 
yet it is a fact that he honestly and strongly believes that he is 
fighting Hitler better than Englishmen. He is seriously thinking 
of writing to Hitler and perhaps any day he will send an epistle 
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to H.E. requesting him for its being forwarded to its destination. 
One not knowing him may think that he has no proper sense of 
values. But this could only be said by one who does not know 
him. His mind was never more alert. 

I then related to him how I was told in Bombay that Sardar 
Patel and others in Yeravda were quite cheerful and comfor- 
table. I told him that there was too much restriction about inter- 
views about which I had spoken to the Governor of Bombay. 
He was glad to hear that they were all comfortable. 

Devdas at this stage pointed out that things in Madras were 
different. Rajaji was locked up at night. Interviews were not 
allowed to last more than 20 minutes. And the C.I.D. re- 
mained present at the time of interviews. I said I would bring 
this matter to the notice of H.E. But Gandhiji said there was 
not much to complain against. After all, jail was jail and one 
could not expect much while in. If all kinds of freedom was 
allowed, then there would no imprisonment in a sense. All said, 
he thought. Government was fighting in a gentlemanly way. 

I was glad to hear this tribute to Government. Good relation is 
a great thing and its value can naver be over-estimated. 

I gave my impression of the Viceroy’s speech. Devdas at 
this stage read H.E.’s Calcutta speech to Gandhiji who had not 
yet read it fully. He listened to it very carefully. After Devdas 
finished the reading, I asked Gandhiji what his reaction to it 
was. Gandhiji said it was very cordial, but no advance. He 
related some of his old talks with the Viceroy and then re- 
marked: “But the Viceroy believes very strongly in his own 
views. I could never dislodge him from his own position.” I 
then told him what I had suggested to Sir Roger Lumley. Here 
is the gist: 

Referring to failure of an agreement, I said I felt that to a 
great extent the failure might be attributed to mutual mis- 
understanding. At the beginning, once Gandhiji had remarked 
to me: “Why don’t they trust us as they would Australia an 
South Africa?” I knew I could not give any satisfactory anss\er 
to this. Both sides undoubtedly suffered from mutual suspicion. 

In a way, it was natural. It is unfortunate that the rulera an 
politicians know little of each other as men. I h‘'id been m 
tlose contact with the Viceroys and Governors during the ast 
cwenty years. Some of them have been exceedingly kind and 
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nice to me. But every time I met a Viceroy or a Governor wc 
only discussed politics. Consequently, I never got an oppor- 
tunity to know any Viceroy or any Governor as the man, 
distinct from the ruler. Perhaps it was due to this reason that 
Gandhiji had to write to Lord Irwin v.'hcn he went to negotiate a 
pact \Nith Him; “I want to sec Irwin the man.” It is a great dis- 
advantage that we rarely know the rulers as men. Consequently, 
the mist of mutual distrust remains unbroken and mutual 
hestitation to respond continues. This was a very important 
pshychological point the importance of which could never be 
minimised. This again perhaps led to hesitation to negotiate. 
After the Irwin-Gandhi Pact, the policy had been to consult but 
not to negotiate. 

With reference to the offer of Dominion Status, I have 
always been enthusiast about it. But Mr. Amcry's speech on 
the Viceroy’s statement has created an impression that since so 
many conditions were attached to the offer, it was impossible of 
achievement. “Muslims have been given a veto”, that was 
another criticism. Non-Congressmen too lost the enthusiasm 
thereafter. One could even reconcile to Separation, but it was 
difBcult to reconcile to a position which implies no advance 
until Muslims gave their consent. But this apart, I asked myself: 
supposing there was a settlement between Jinnah and Gandhiji 
and they established a good substitute of a National Govern- 
ment at the Centre, would they never arrest anyone for preach- 
ing certain doctrines so long as they did not exceed the limits 
of decency? The answer is obvious. Should it not then be 
possible for the present Executive to tolerate the present anti- 
war slogans as pure and simple realists? What did hinder war 
efforts more? Incarceration of prominent people or a few 
slogans by them? 

Discussing the solution for ending the present impasse, I 
suggested immediate expansion of the Viceroy’s Council by 
taking in men who were neither Congressmen nor Leaguemen 
but who would command respect. “Who would be such men?” 
I was asked. I gave a few names and said could give more. 

I told Gandhiji that in my opinion such an expansion would 
be useful in more than one way. It would definitely end the 
deadlock. I argued that even if we got National Government, 
Congress would not associate itself with war efforts unless it 
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was prepared again to give up Gandliiji’s leadership. But giving 
up Gandhiji’s leadership once more may not now be possible 
for the Congress. Therefore, for all praclical purposes, Congress 
may be ruled out even for a National Government. On difierent 
grounds, perhaps the League also could be ruled out. But why 
wait only for these two parties? If Government, as is suggested, 
were really anxious about their efforts to lead India towards 
her goal, then why not bcgiu? I admitted that the suceess of 
this scheme depended on the selection of really good men, who 
though might not command the confidence of Congress or the 
League but who at least command respect not only of these 
two political parties but of the country at large. In the second 
place, all the important portfolios, like Law and Order, Com- 
merce, Finance, War Supplies, Defence, Railways, etc., were 
transferred to these men. Gandhiji’s reaction was not unsatis- 
factory. He said he would appreciate this provided Govern- 
ment at the Centre was made virtually a representative govern- 
ment. It may not be responsible but the men so chosen should 
at least be of a representative character. He realised the diffi- 
culty of getting independent men from outside the two parties, 
but I gave him a few names and he thought they may not be a 
bad selection. 

He agreed that in view of the war exigencies H.M.G. would 
not be able at this stage to go beyond this and he would not 


quarrel if they did not go beyond this. I, of course, was assum- 
ing that no Executive Council composed of such men could 
afford to keep political leaders in jail, nor could they afford to 
shut their mouth. Smuts could not shut the mouth of Hertzog 


and yet war effort of South Africa continued. Similarly, war 
efforts in India could continue with greater force under my 
plan. They would definitely be accelerated. Freedom of 

will be there, but once the freedom is given I am sure it \m 


not be abused. . 

Devdas was not prepared for Gandhiji’s good jn 

clarification, he intervened: “What of the war 
continue. And will the Congress tolerate it? Gan ”-1' ‘ 
“Yes, they will. Even today they do. It will all be v^o 
There will be no coercion. And freedom of speed 
been allowed. After all, the main idea of the Congress is 
allow the civil population to become war-min e 
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desired that Government should be embarrassed. Besides, even 
today the whole country is not anti- war-minded. There are 
people who sincerely believe in waging war. The mission of the 
Congress is only to educate people. If Congress could at any 
time make the whole nation un-warminded, who could force 
them to fight? But today it is not so. Therefore why should we 
grudge war-minded people associating with war?” 

I pointed out that such a Cabinet may also be able to build 
a bridge between Hindus and Muslims and also could do the 
spade work for setting the stage for constitution making after 
the war. “Yes, perhaps”, he said. 

I asked him if there was no danger that the freedom of 
speech granted by a representative government may be abused. 
He did not think so. But at the same time he said that the law 
was there to punish any such violation. Congress would not 
tolerate any abuse on the part of its people. 

The question of provinces would still remain unsettled but 
perhaps the lull would give us a breathing ground for the next 
step. 

I suggested why not cry a halt for six weeks before taking 
the next step? “But the next step is already taken. It could, of 
course, be stopped, if so desired by Government.” 

Ghanshyamdas 
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Sevagram, 
Wardha (C. P.), 
December 27, 1940 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant. The books I 
have sent for were read by me years ago, but since I am going 
to make use of them as references, I must have them before me. 
Some other books will also be needed, but these I already have. 

There have been more talks about my going with the preg- 
nant phrase Mahadev will follow in due course’ playing a 
special role and ‘due course’ being variously interpreted. 
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I, too, have heard a great deal about Bapu. Sitaramji 
(Seksaria) was telling me that all the copies of the book were 
sold out like hot cakes. 

And here is something bitter to swallow. The day before 
yesterday Shri Ram Sharma of Vishal Bharat was here. He 
began rather tauntingly, “Yes, I have read your foreword,” and 
then clammed up. I said, “So what?” Then he opened up, “So 
all that is that book is his own writing, eh? He must be a 
genius.” And all this in a bantering tone. Then he went on, 
addressing Gandhiji as an aside, “You say his non-attachment 
is complete. Can a man who speculates and who is busy acquir- 
ing control of one paper after another be a model of non-attach- 
ment?” I said, “I have proofs which neither you nor the rest of 
the world have.” He retorted, “I am not here to join you in a 
wordly duel.” I only wanted to place my own misgivings before 
you.” I remarked, “I will ask you just one question. Supposing 
a multi-millionaire renounces all his worldly possessions and 
starts living in this hut would you call him a model of non- 
attachment?” He promptly replied, “Yes, yes, certainly.” Then I 
rejoined, “I believe him quite capable of doing just that. I have 
proofs, but I am not bound to produce them for your satisfac- 
tion.” Then he started saying “Birla is conducting Malribhimi 
just in order to crush Anand Bazar Patrika, whose circulation 

exceeds that of any other daily in whole of India. “Was that a 

proper thing to do?” I confined myself to the remark cour- 
teously, “How should I know?” 

He struck me as an impudent fellow. 

Bapu has also sent that article about Hitler to the Press 
besides despatching a telegram to His Excellency that the same 
be sent to the West as well. That was three days and no response 
has come through as yet. I rang up Associated Press. They la 
no knowledge of it till then. They said, “Held up. ’ Tovar s 
the evening they said over the phone that it svas held up ) 
the highest quarters. What am I to tell them. And we ha\e cm 
told that the Press Adviser in Delhi had not cleared Gan u s 
Open Letter to Hitler. 

What is all this? I did not like it. In fact, I disliked it com- 
pletely. That Bapu did not dislike it is a blessing in disguise. 

^ Yours sincerely. 

Mahadev 
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MY DEAR LAITIIWAITE, 

I enclose advance copy of Gandhiji’s article in the next 
Harijan for H.E.’s and your perusal. 

I had a long talk with Shri Ghanshyamdas Birla on the 
phone today. He said he got an impression from you that H.E. 
was far from happy over what had happened, that H.E. felt that 
Gandhiji was in a very great hurry to get back to Wardha, and 
so on. 

So far as I could see from my talk with Gandhiji I gathered 
that Gandhiji had assured H.E. that he could conveniently stay 
in Delhi until the I Ith or even the 13th if H.E. wanted him to 
stay. And I do not think there can be any question of im- 
patience on Gandhiji’s part, either to assume that the negotia- 
tions have broken down for good and all or to feel that civil 
resistance should be launched. The enclosed should make it 
abundantly clear. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 
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DEAR LORD LINLITHGOW, - 

Since writing to you on the 14th inst. I have had reports o 
the interviews you gave to Sarvashree Bh. Desai, Mans i an 
Kher. These reports convey an impression different from le 
one made by a study of your speech. If they are f 
flection of your mind a settlement may be more di cu t an 
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Calcuita, 

, .. J.inu.iry22, 1941 

.M« UJ All ?.}AHAD5,Vii}!A|, 

nr I had 

roini>.d o.UOO rupee, per .umum fur Kani.ihi Nehru Hospital. 

iV ’ 'f direejly demanded ihe money 

i'” '.omc mbiJiiderjtandinir scmeuliere. 

Rame.hwarj, „ here and thinking .hat Ur. .Mchta^may be con* 

•,l\ ' ‘ Rut Rameshwarji 

mi I la.inij nmde any promise. At the beijinnin", I had 

I'’'-* ‘''^‘•“nt^nal Fund. I do not 

u^tjch. Subsequently, Dr. .Mehta got something 
in n It t"arji. .About a year bac.k, he came to sec me 

I DJhi mid asked lor donation. I told him that I would speak 

fo *^^^‘Rta and Rameshwarji both belonged 

h • f IS I ^ ^P‘-‘ak to Rameshwarji but I found that 

approached by .Mehta and that he had also paid 
rj. onscquently, I told Dr. Mehta what the position 

as. n \icw of this, I do not know how he wrote to you that 
1 had promised 6,000 rupees per year. My memory could not 
p uy sue 1 a serious trick on me, but if it has, then I must say 
that there is something seriously wrong with it! 

I note that you are going to Delhi. Will you stay at Birla 
House. In that case, you should send a wire to Devdas to keep 
everything ready for you. As no one is there just now, Devdas 
will have to act as your host even at Birla House. 
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facts, but when I heard good people criticising the character of 
the so-called satyagrahis, I thought it my duty to lay down 
iiiy own doubts before Bapu. 

At one stage Bapu had planned that only two men in jail, 
that is Vinobaji and Pt. Jawaharlal, would be sufEcient. At 
times he says that even one true satyagrahi, would be enough. 

He emphasizes the virtues of quality vis-a-vis the efficacy of 
quantity, and yet quantity has just now assumed more impor- 
tance than the quality. When I felt distressed, I could no longer 
resist the inclination to write. 

Mr. Amery’s speech contains nothing new, but the interpre- 
tation seems to be more liberal than the previous statements. It 
is undoubtedly a challenge to our capacity to settle our differ- 
ences. Government, at any rate the official world, are e.vploiting 
our differences and yet the fact remains that there are differences 
which we have not been able to settle. And whatever be the 


reason, so long as the differences remain, we cannot have any 
political advance even if England today handed over the whole 
administration of India to us. This fact is crystal clear. 

I feel, as I said at Wardha, that perhaps the time had come 
to make renewed efforts with Muslims. I had a talk here with 
Sir Nazimuddin who is a very reasonable man, though a staunch 
Muslim. And I was going to arrange a meeting between him and 
Maulana Azad. But before they could meet, the Maulana was 
taken away. I still feel that a lot of common ground may be 
found between Congress leaders and many Muslim League 


leaders e.xcept Mr. Jinnah. 

Perhaps Government too desire an interim settlement. There 
are disadvantages of an interim settlement, but perhaps inaction 
will not be a wise thing at this stage. And I feel also that it 
should be possible to get England very near the Poona demand. 

Although Bapu’s position is quite different and to him non- 
warmindedness is more important than the Poona demand, it 
Government conceded Poona demand, it w'ould undoubte 3 
satisfy most of the Congressmen. I dare say Bapu does realLv- e 
gap between his position and the position of his Maulana, ajaji 
and others. Will it be wise then to ignore ^ 

not ignore it, then one may ask whether it is possible to ge 
Poona demand conceded by Government through 
and further clarification of Amery’s statement. I tee a 1 
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presence that it would be worthwhile my being available during 
that period. Only God knows what is behind all this. I should 
not be surprised if he has been sent by somebody. Therefore, I 
have decided to go. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 


6 


January 27, 1941 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

Regarding the Kamala Nehru Memorial Hospital, imme- 
diately I read the name of Nargisben, my memory came back! 
Should I blame myself or you for this loss of memory? Un- 
doubtedly, I myself am to blame, but you gave me an impres- 
sion that I had made a promise to Dr. Mehta. And however I 
tried to remember, I failed to recollect my promise to Nargis- 
ben. I think perhaps it was at Sevagram that she approached 
me when I had gone to see Bapu. I do not know what I pro- 
mised, but I am sure I did promise something. And since Bapu 
recollects the figure, it must be correct. 

Was it only for one year or for every year? Please write to 
me after enquiring of Bapu. Am I getting old? I think not. But 
you created a new background for me and hence I made an ass 
of myself! 

Yours sincerely, 

Ghanshyamdas 


Shri M.\hadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Sevagram, 
Wardha (C. P.), 
February 16, 1941 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

Your letter. There is nothing important just now to justify 
putting you to the inconvenience of a visit to this place. 

About Kanti Bapu says that what he did in writing to you . 
for money was a breach of the code of moral conduct but that 
there was nothing wrong about your response to it. However, 
he says that had he been consulted before the letter was written 
to you, he would have counselled against sending the money. 
Besides, Bapu does not carry his code of conduct to the extent 
of preventing you from parting with your own money. 

A translation of Bapu will appear soon enough. It should 
be ready by now. It’s Hindi version is going through its 2nd 
edition now. Martand has been to me for its foreward. I made 
no changes except to modify a single sentence since what had 
appeared in the first edition was contrary to what I had inten- 
ded to convey. 

A nice letter has been sent to Moore. But the man is stolid. 
His own son is in the thick of the fray and this has warped his 
angle of vision. I was much annoyed at the phrase “Co-ope- 
ration with Hitler”. I have written an article in response to it. 
It is going to appear the day after tomorrow when you your- 
self will see how I have dealt with the subject. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 


PS. I was hugely tickled to glance over Shanti’s marriage 
card. The hosts are all men and no women. Poor things. 
What have they done to deserve this? Or was it a case 
of men embracing w'omen? 

That confusion about your supposedly promised 
donation is clearing up. Today I got Gosiben’s letter. 
It w'as written on the 29th of January but reached here 
only today. It contains a fairly good account ot thv 
talks with you and should be accepted as an accurate 
version of what had actually taken place. 
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ends meet, but he is now at the end of his tether and the work 
cannot be put on a stable basis until a regular allowance is 
made for this full-time worker. Incidentally I may tell you that 
he is a cousin of mine. He resigned his station master’s job 
some 15 years ago and worked under Manilal Kothari as sec- 
retary of the railway employees’ association. He has no means 
of his own, has a wife, two daughters and a son. Pie has a cer- 
tain amount of debt also. If he is paid an allowance of Rs. 75 
per month plus Rs. 25 for travelling and contingent expenses, 
Ssvami Anand says it svill do. I had discussed the question some 
time ago with Bapu and he then said that the allowance could 
be given him from Bapu’s car-marked fund with the Harijan 
Sevak Sangh. But I have indicated the technical difficulty. 
Chhotubhai is a man of not much education but of very great 
courage and resourcefulness. Pie has given the last ten or more 
years of his life to the service of ‘down and outs’. I wonder if 
you can find his expenses. 

Yours affectionately, 
Mahadev 
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Sevagram, 
February 20, 1941 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

So I am back from Delhi. Nothing doing, nothing tangible 
at any rate. But I breathed a sigh of relief that at last it was all 
over, for the time being at least. I had a lengthy talk with Des- 
mond Young. He pressed me to resume publication of Harijan, 
said Bapu’s appeals would be exempt from censure so long as 
he himself refrained from uttering anti-war slogans and addres- 
sing anti-war meetings. And since he himself did not contem- 
plate offering civil resistance what was there to prevent him 
from restarting Harijan ? This is the sum and substance of what 
he told me. When I told him about my old draft he said nobody 
should be squeamish about accepting it. He said, Had you 
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With reterence to Madhusudan. Doctor, I am handing over 
his papers to Madhav, in case we need a man of his qualid- 
cations. 

Yo:irs sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mah.\devbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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March 3, 1941 

MY DEAR !kL\HADE\mHAI, 

This is what Padampatji writes. I believe what he says. He 
is not a person who would go back on his promise. But I find 
from the Press that he has donated 15,000 rupees to the Hos- 
pital. That is excellent. 

Yotirs sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri J^Iahadeyshai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Formula Prepared by Shri Mabadevbhai Desai 


New Delhi, 
March 6, 1941 

Gandhiji cannot be saiisiied \%irn anything less tnan unieiter* 
ed freedom of expression of opinion both in the Press and on 
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— “India is in moral revolt." The position of Government may 
be summed up in a similar sentence: “Government are using 
immoral means to crush the moral revolt." The significance of 
this would be seen from the fact that in South Africa the party 
that is against South Africa’s participation in the war is not 
only carrying on a verbal campaign against it, but is preaching, 
violence, raising of an armed rebellion, organising of storm- 
troopers and is even conjuring up the vision of a Nazi Victory. 
This armed revolt is tolerated there. But a moral revolt which 
the Hon. Home Member would perhaps describe as a symbolic 
revolt and which, as Mr. Amery has said, has had no effect on 
the Government’s war effort, is being sought to be crushed by 
means of a policy of indiscriminate imprisonments, detention 
and so on. Six ex-premiers and nearly three score ministers are 
in prison. 

Imprisonments of the Innocents 

And what is their crime? The demand for the freedom of 
conscience. In most cases the imprisonments are effected even 
before the demand is made or the speech in protest against the 
war policy and war effort is actually made. In the vast majority 
of cases heavy sentences have been given just for the offence of 
repeating an innocent slogan which is nothing more than the 
expression of an opinion — “It is wrong to help the Government 
war effort with men and money. The only worthy effort is to 
resist war by non-violent resistance.” 

I have been told that a lawyer of renown has said that if 
Mahatmaji were to allow him to defend the satyagrahis, he 
would see that every one of the sentences was wrong in law and 
was set aside. In the case of Pandit Jawaharlal if he had cared 
to defend himself, no court could have dared to impose the 
savage sentence of four years. He would have been acquitted, 
for he had committed no offence. 

Treatment of the Innocents 

For what are called symbolic offences or I should call 
technical offences they are being given varying sentences of four 
months to four years and fined 200 rupees to 6,000 rupees. The 
seriousness of the revolt may be judged from the fact that an 
advocate of C.P., Mr. Jakatdar and an M.L.A., aged 65 years 
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Sz:iAc:<j-M, 

^}h.?Si’A.K (C.P,), 
.March 13, 1941 


MY Di.M' GHA.MHYAVfDASif, 


r am v/riting thi; on tb" 
am going to c!-jar up the me 


train tahing ma to Borribay Vvhere I 
in the Harijan accounts and also 


to rnahe a 
cd, after 


rrangernents about the restarting of it. Bapu has decid- 
fuii consideration, to restart it, and let us hope and 


pray 'oe may not have to come to grief. 

Srinivasan had a brief talk. Bapu’s reply to him v/as 
emphatic and clear that on the basis of co-operation in the v/ar 
effort there V/a> absolutely no chance of settlement. Shiva Rao 
is going to interview Bapu again after the Conference. Bapu’s 
reaction to the actual resolution would be v/orth kaowlng. But 
he is definitely of opinion that the Conference can do nothing. 
Sapru v/rote that after the Conference they might write to Bapu 
and Jinnah to come together for a joint confere.nce w'ith the 
representatives of the Conference. Bapu said it svould he no 

use either, but he also said that if he svas dragged into it, he 

would go- 

.\ow about business. 

1. I enclose herev/ith reports of Chhotubbai Desai’s work 
since the beginning of January last. The allov/ance to be given 
him (Rs. 75 -f- Rs. 25 for contingent expenses) may be remitted 
every quarter to Sv/ami Anand, Gandhi Ashram, Agra Road, 
Thanna (G.LP.), The first quarterly instalment from January 
to end of March may be sent on receipt of this. 

2. The Executive Board meeting of thn Snngh Is Szed for 
24th of this month. Do you want me to attend this meeting. 
Thakkar Bapa is seeing Bapu on the I6th and he vvill ha/e 
discussed with him matters worth discussing. If the Harlan is 

revived from the 22nd— as we oppose to do— it may he very 

difficult for me to come — especially as Rajkumari is a so no 


there. 


3. I told you that Dr. Sushila might need a car to go to the 
Harijan Colony to give injections to a Sevagram patien ° ^ 
there. In ray hurry I forgot to tell Bajranglal that she h^ds th 

car on Tuesday and Saturday at 6.30 p.m. at her hospital. She 
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iheir ^cnfui:oa appe^e-d lo slink aT-ray. The iinian renaeseraea 
me sweapars’ casa and the dnas wara raraluad. 

t-) Thara ara iliraa aolcnias of Harijans in Kalyan :a\vn. ana 
callad Shangivvada is siraaiad on ina nanks of ina oannrai ~~~v 
anoinar oallad Ivfanaroradi on ina sonniiivasi and ina diird 
oallad Kolsavoadi bayond fna Railvoay Sranon yard. In in:s las: 
looaliiy wbion has 105 hnisand nopnlaiion of abani odd. no 
kind of mnniapal araaninas axisi for iha Haiijan pornlanon 
alihongh ninniozpal laxas :o iha axiani of rapaas 375 ara la'caa 
and oollaorad by way of ganaral rasas. Taara is no aooass :o 
raaoh i: from iha lovo sava by crossing ai laasi half a aoran 
railway lines and signal rviras. Xo road, no lighnng. no waiar 
laoili^n no consarvanay arranganaanrs. noi avan a baming- 
gronnd is prowdad, Xigbr-soil was annipaa 'sirhin ID yards of 
iha ihhabiiad honsas, oaroassas of daad animals lay nadisposad 
hare and rhara for days. The Harijan had lo pay rapaa oaa 
for aaah daad body lo bnm or bmy in a privaia land in ma 
naighbonrbood. Thasa giiavanoas ara baing raakla'd for over ID 
months now and a road, Mghis, latrinas ara baiag nrowdad. 

At Maharroadi iha Haiigans the bnlk of whom ara bfama> 
pal amployaas have bnilt ihair hnis aitar pnrohasing lana ri 
xhair oto, Tha binnialpaliiy ohargas iham the honsa ms at ma 
nsna] rata, i.a,, of iha ranral valna, 

-\i tha third oolony oallad Bhangivrada on ma onn^k-rr? o: 
tha tank tha Haiijans who ara mostly mnninpal SM'oapars na<a 
no water to drink. A vrall soas bniit for thani on maoar-v.- 
tha tank but its water has bean found to ba frnl and nnnr.nlm- 

^ollecrei irc:n ihe :ovo :s by 
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yuioos ajRj r si oqA\ yuapisajd aqx '>yJOA\ syqy qyiA\ paysniyua 
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aqi no sjoqiuaiu XyjRj rRJRA\S oiyRJOoraaa aqy puR ‘anSRag aqy 
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aqy JO sjaquioui snoyjRA Suoiur sayjyRAiJ yRooy oy /^yqRqoadanp 
sJuaA yuaaaj Sujjnp ayndajsip qons uy aiiioo aARq uoyyRjysiuyuipR 


gy^ uoiivpossy dnhufi V—fldYB 



216 BAPU — A Unique Association 

permission for these was therefore obtained from the Maulatdar 
Kalyan for the purpose. 

In Jambhool IS Katkaris were dispossessed of their wood- 
land plots held by them for over 10 years on the plea that these 
plots were de-forested. The Government orders on the subject 
were to the effect that such de-forested plots should be made 
available for the Adivasis and given to them with occupancy 
rights under the New Tenure on their paying as value three 
times the current assessment. Similar deprivation of Adivasis 
has occured at the hands of senseless or corrupt Government 
officials in direct contravention of the spirit of Government 
resolutions on the subject in the villages of Shahi Varivali, 
Kurgam, Budlapur, Sunoli and Bhisal of Kalyan Taluka. In the 
villages of Shahi Varivali and Kurgam besides Jambhool the 
orders to restore woodland plots with occupancy right have 
been obtained and in the rest of the villages the cases are being 
represented. 


War Collections and Wheel Tax from Adivasis 

In the Taluka of Daharu 28 villages were visited. It was found 
that a new “tax” was collected by the officials of the Govern- 
ment Forest Department on about 2000 ploughs of Adivasis at 
0-8-0 and annas four per plough in difterent localities and 
annas 0-4-0 and 0-2-0 from Adivasi labourers having no land. 
Receipts have been issued for these as donations for the “war 
gift fund”. About 300 such receipts have been collected. About 


200 statements have been taken. 

Adivasi cartsmen who ply their carts on hire for transpor- 
ting Timber to coastal ports were made to pay rupees thre.. 
each by way of rupees two for Registration fee of their carts 
and rupee one by way of their voluntary contribution to t k 
war gifts fund. Much harassment was caused to these Adn asis 
whose daily net earnings hardly exceed three annas a a>. 
Everyone had to borrow from the Sowcar. The recei^pis pasSj.^^ 
were only for rupees two as registration and license tcc or ^ 

cart and the driver. No receipt was passed lor thw a ‘ 

rupee taken. Under the Public Convepnce Act the^ 
agriculturist is exempted from registration and 
he may ply his cart during off season in order I” , , 

income. The registration is obligatory for those on > PA 
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Xiajosaq npwij qgnoqi ‘uoijBDijijiiap! iBip jo ssaidrat puB jnopa 
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accommodation of the Charkha Club. But perhaps you can 
deal better with such men. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


SuRI .MAHADEVDIfAI DeSAI 
SeVAGRAM 

End. I 
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SEVAGRAil, 

March 23, 1941 

MY dear GHANSHYA.MDASJI, _ 

I wonder if you will still be in Delhi. There was a , 
from Agatha asking for Bapu’s reaction to the Bombay “ 
tion. Bapu has cabled the following reply: “Bombay sugge.hon. 
not likely receive Congress countenance, in 

I have come across a very good book Social Pn P 
Conflict by Joseph Leighton (D. Apleton-Centur)’ 

York) and I want you to read it. Please get s^mbly 

me and one for you. I borrow-ed it from the Deto 

Library through Ane. I have had to return it ° 

leaves on the 26th and the rules now preven 

taking a book out of Delhi. I it may Ke 

available in Delhi or Calcutta or Bombay, but if > 

worthwhile getting from N. Y. ^ gbe fed 

Smt. Sharadabai— Rameshwarbhai s w e 

with Bapu yesterday and with me today. P j^ y jjjje being 

with her. But i, is boiling hot and 1 do not ttak t 

here. They are returning this evening to affectionately. 

Mahadev 
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imposed b> the Detence of India Rules on the publication of 
news or comment which may fall within their mischief and von 
'•vhl not, I am certain, misunderstand me if I add, in the m’ost 
tnendiy^ way, that these Rules must necessarily be of general 
application, I am however glad to infer from your correspon- 
wii-w tnat should Mr. Gandhi in tact decide to resume publi- 
cation it will be in the hope of assisting rather than of causing 
embarrassment to Go\ernment. 


Yours sincerely, 
R. Tottenham 
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SEVAGRAif, 

March 28, 1941 


MY DEAR GH.ANSHYAMDAS, 

Man proposes God disposes. I made the axmouncement 
yesterday that Harijan would be restarted on the 5th April, but 
like a bolt trom the blue came a letter from Tottenham today 
which decided Bapu against republication. He said: “Under the 
circumstances we cannot restart. And even if we did so, I am 
sure we should come to grief in a month or so.” I enclose the 
whole correspondence, i.e., the recent one. The Delhi Correspon- 
dence you had seen. Well, everything augurs for good, and 
though the first shock has been great. I do not regret the deci- 
sion. Perhaps Harijan cannot now be restarted until after the 
war — or after a settlement of which I see no hope whatsoever. 

Yours affectionately, 
M^adev 
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Calcutta, 
April 17, 1941 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

The writer of this letter is in my employment. He wants that 
I should forward his letter to Bapu with my recommendation. 
Ram Agarwal has been in my employment for the last many 
years. He is an honest man, and, though not very brilliant he is 
full of goodness and also shraddha. 

I cannot say how far it would be possible for Bapu to ac- 
commodate him at Sevagram. But if he is allowed, I am sure he 
would not be a burden. If there is accommodation, I think you 
may allow him to stay there for a few days since it will do him 
a lot of good. 

If you kindly send the reply to me, I will forward the same 
to Ram. By the way. Ram’s wife offered Satyagraha about a 
month back at Okara (Punjab) and was sentenced to 9 months’ 
imprisonment. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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SevagraM) 
April 20, 1941 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, , 

Your letter about Ram Agarwal. I know him. He as 
writing to us for some years and occasionally ^ 
contributions. He may come in the middle of May. ^ 

write to me a week before he arrives. mrreci 

My surmise about the genesis of the Hindu artic e • 

It seems our friends were told that the Bombay reso u 
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is 74 today. She gets plenty of sleep. 

A Bombay doctor who came to see another patient says the 
rheumatic fever is due to bad teeth which must be attended to 
and may have to be removed. But they are all strong and none 
is shaky. His advice was that Salicylates must be continued for 
at least three weeks after the fever and disappeared and so we 
are continuing that treatment. 

Could you kindly show this toBidhan Babu and if he feels 
like giving any advice I should be greatly obliged. 

We are applying Bettiilol on the affected thigh and giving 
her gentle malish before the steam bath. 

There was a very good article in the Hindu of the 2nd on the 
Iraqui- British rupture. Do read it. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 


31 


Calcutta, 
May 3, 1941 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I wonder whether you read my article. I should like to know 
what reaction it left on your mind. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ghanshyamdas 


Syt. Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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sion of the printing press it should be possible to render him 
some help. Now, how do you feel about it? My own feeling is 
that this wholly impractical Brahmin does deserve some sort of 
succour. It would be a nice thing to do so. 

There seems no basis for the Amrita Bazar Patrika Corres- 
pondent’s gossip. No such letter has reached here. 

I am afraid I shall have to go to Ahmedabad once again. It 
is quite possible you may not find me here on your arrival. 
On the 30th I am scheduled to attend the Press Committee 
meeting at Simla. I may be back on the 3rd or 4th. Why not 
come then? 

Yours sincerely. 
Mahadev 
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Calcutta, 
May 22, 1941 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

Yiyogi Harji and Martand have already submitted their 

report. They think that purely from the business point of view 

they could not pay more than 10,000 rupees, whereas 
Ramnareshji is e.xpecting 25,000. I agree with you that sonje- 
thing may be done to help him and therefore I have alrea y 
written to Ramnareshji that I would ask him to come to me m 
the near future when I propose to invite Viyogiji and Martan 
also and then I will try to see what could be done. ^ 

Rameshwarji informed me this morning that you a\ 
gone to Bombay. I hope the treatment in Bombay w c 
Durgaben. As a matter of fact, you should have ^ 
there long before. But perhaps you were trying 

treatment. sincerely. 

Ghanshyamdas 


Syt. Mahadevbhai Desai 
Bomb.ay 
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aiul by using the police coiumissioncr’s name it was 
intcnclctl to reassure the hooligans. Whatever be the 
case, I was deeply pained, though I don’t believe any- 
body could bring about our ruination. We have un- 
(linching faith in God’s mercy and we are sure of his 
protection. 

G.D. 


Enclosure 


Ttiu Stiunp, NtwA.s Corro.s Mills Lm, 
Dllislr Road, Post No. 14, 
OOMaAY, 
May 27, 1941 

MY ULAU ailAlJI, 

I had already given you one detailed letter which I hope you 
must have received in time. We got your second letter yesterday 
but wc were expecting one detailed today which we have not 
got. We hope to get the same tomorrow. 

The communal riot is going on in the city and the situation 
cannot be called satisfactory uptil now. Either the situation has 
not been controlled or rather it seems more probable that the 
authorities do not want to wipe out the trouble completely. The 
casualties are more on both sides than what is reported in t e 
Press but Plindus have suffered more than the other part), tmy 
assaults are going on in the affected local ities. l am aho 
you one copy of Janmabhumi from which you will find a peon 
story narrated. This incident has happened last nig t 
Somehow or other we got a telephone which wa^ !he*"man 
by Basudeo. This was wrongly connected to ^ ‘ 

wanted to speak with some fsmail Khan. The a < ^ 

Vernacular (Plindi) language. Basudeo went ‘ f 
‘ye.'. The man rdaled hi. whole ,alks- 

the lalks he always went on asking m Ihe mil 300-100) 

‘Are yon Ismail?-. He told that they were all (about 300 . 00 ; 
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residents of Burra Bazar, while not found wanting in courac^e 

enough to protect themselves adequately, will do nothin^ 
contrary to their moral obligations. This is my hope and belief 
The rest falls within God’s domain. 

Humbly yours, 
Ghanshyamdas 
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Sevagram, 
June 4, 1941 

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS, 

The reason why I remained unimpressed was that there was 
nothing in that letter of which I had had no e.xperience before. 
Had I written on this subject without any occasion for it, that 
would have furnished them with a fresh excuse for fabricating 
a new falsehood without any corresponding gain. Our own 
guiding principle should always be to stick firmly to what we 
consider our duty without allowing ourselves to be swayed by 
any extraneous consideration. Any undue distinction in obser- 
vance of this principle was uncalled for. 

It gives me a feeling of elation that the prevailing climate 
in Calcutta is wholly emptied of any feeling of scare. If this 
feeling of fearlessness is adequately supported by measures to 
face any untoward situation while keeping within the bounds 
of moral conduct that should be considered an ideal state of 
achievement. As time spins out hooliganism will be on the 
increase and if the parties involved assiduously refrain from 
indulging in anything unbecoming of their moral conduct it 
would be a highly commendable thing indeed. Otherwise there 
is no bright future for anybody. The mild breeze now being 
wafted across the country is a wholesome sign. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 
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Lalcutt X. 

j— -:: n. 

MY DEAR iUHADEVBKAI. 

Sir Bercrara Stevenus is the represeatative of the Aasaa'-'a; 
Goveraraeat aocing oa the Eastera Group Supply Couuoh. ri^ 
was Prime Minister of one of the State of Austraha for u,‘a:f< 
S years and was Finance Minister for some more ;.ear;. I came 
in contact with him twice in Calcutta and he impressed me m 
an outspoken man with liberal ideas in many respects. 

However, the poinc is that Sir Bertram expressed a de^me 
to meet Bapu. He will write to me when he \*oaId lile :o pr 
Wardha. Meanwhile. I write this to say that when I send ;• 
his definite dates for Wardha, you wifi be good enou ah :c :A 
up a time for him with Bapu. Besides, where would vou accon' 
modate him? Jamnaiaiji's place is hardly a good place for It? 
accommodation. The best place is either a: eevagram c: ’.re 
Circuit House. But you know better. 

1 myself will come to Wardha after Krishna's marrlucc .' 0 ..‘n 
is taking place on the 3rd of July. 

1 dare say you will be coming to Delhi to a::cnd me hm'c.- 
live Committee meeting of the Harijan Se'.ak Santa. 3a: voc: 
you are a very busy man, I would not press i: :ao muca. . ea.'.* 
do what suits vour coa\enience. 


ofaau:. 


ShSU M.VtLVDEVBtLU DdS.U 
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Devdas also is there. You should settle up the matter as 
you like and give the final instructions to Martand through 
Devdas and send me a copy of the same. There is a proverb 
in Marwari; ^ t It appears that Ramnaresh’s 

transaction is no less a transaction of coal and so the black 
dust is soiling everybody’s hands, and even mind. It appears 
that Tripathi has created a very bad impression on all with 
whom he came in contact. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri M.\hade\^hai Desai 
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July 29, 1941 

MY DEAR MAHADEVTJHAI, 

Please make immediate decision about Ramnaresh Tripathi s 
transaction and let me know what is to be done. I think perhaps 
the best course may be that I should pay him 7,000 straight and 
leave him to manage with tlie Mandal and The Hindustan Times 
for the remaining 13,000 as best as he can. 

Yours sincerely. 

Ghanshyamdas 


Shri M.a.hadevbhai Desai 
Bombay 


August 1. 19-tl 
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This letter speaks for itself. Frankly I do not hNC it. o 
last two years, I have been getting a little suspicious 



ZVOKOa 

ivsaa iYHaAsavHvi/S[ dihs 


SBpraByCqsHBqQ 
'^pjaDujs smoj[ 


•S13IJ10 

puB JBppoj p^sBjdoBranuBH oj 3A]§ j pjnoiis soupB aBqA.\ 
Mou>[ 3in puB tidBg; aiojaq aqi ii;oq 30B[d 3 sb3]j 

•3uop 3q pjnoo ;BqM 33S 50 U op j ^ng UBsp uopisod sq; S3qBni 
SHX ’^^Ppod pBSBjduBranuBjj inojj puoD3S sq; si siqx 

‘iVHaAsavHVW -avaa m 


IHl ‘6 IsnSnv 


SP 


AVEWOg 

ivsHQ iVHaAaavHvpM rans 


SBpuiB^qsuBqr) 

‘KidAdoiiis SAiiox 

'jr ;noqB Aqsg Suiqpinos 3q oj 
Sm33S 3J3qj ‘J3A3MOH I -g-Q UT 1^10^00 JUBUOdUII AuB no I 3ABq 
SDUsnquT ’^nqi auop QABq p|noo x HAVOuq 3ABq pinoqs 
9q ‘IIB j3yB puy ’spBisp gnj Mouq j |pnn guiqxAuB op o; 
;uBAV xou op I XBqx pBSBiduBranuBXI o; qoBq usxqjAV 3ABq 1 

•pspsdxs pBq I UBqx sjoiu guiqxsnios ‘JSASMoq ‘si siqx 
•qjOAV siq JO ss3n]nj3sii sqx jnoqB sans gqnb jou sbm i 3snBD3q 
saijiAipB siqjo /^iiB spjBAVoj uiiq Sutdpq psddojs /CgBogoBid 
pBq I xnq ‘siqx joj uosbsj ou /^pjniosqB sba\ oiaqx 

^£Z uoijvpossy dnhmn y—ndVS 





•[I3A\ qjoq 9JT3 no/C puB ifsBpjBA\qs3mT’'a 3doi| op i ’Sd 


Asp^q^jAf 

‘djdjvuoijOdffD sjnox 

•qjg^ oqi no iqtaQ JOj guiAnai put? Suiujora i\\iz 
sq; no ranjgnAos Snupnsj ran i 'qiO£ ®qi pun no oraranaS 
-Old iwo/i pun siq 3Ani[ o; oqq p|noqs j -orap orans oq:t raoqn 
ranptj oj Smog oq p|noA\ oq :tnqi ora p[oj ifsnpanAvqsoran'a 

uo iqpa ui oq ojojojoq; qnqs i uaqopo 
isx oqx uo jnA\iv oS sup ran j ’ora oraniq ox osnoo uoqx 
pun ‘raoqx xoofoi ppoqs oq ‘oiqnxinboui sn srajo; oqx spangoj oq 
JI 'OS raiq pjo; OAnq i pun ‘jijod siq xn xi soop oq ‘xou soop oq 
JI ‘joxdnqo oqx aso{o Avon |iia\ iqxndijx odoq op x ’os ouop gui 
-Anq JO J9XXUI oqx guiraiojui pun Joxxsi puooos s.punxinpq xdooon 
ox Jouijoj oqx guiqsn — punxmj^ pun iqxndujL ox uoxxpAV iCpnoi 
-\T 3 OAnq I 'ojoq ora ox poxoojipoj qx^X sqx Jo sjuoK OAnq i 

‘irsvawvAHSisivHO xivaa ar 


Tt'ei ‘ZZ Jsquioxdos 




ndna 

wojf sSujssdig 

•noA iCq xuos guixxno oqx XoS Xjup i 
•osodind siqx Joj raiq xsoui ox unui poog oraos oxndop 
ox oq pxnoqs yCxup XSJq ano ojojoioqx qqnign/Cxus ouitinog n joj 
oATXnujoxiu on si ojoqx 'ppo^ opqAV oqx oiojoq soqnxsira spuo 
JO xsnoiq unojo n oqnra pxnoqs ouo xuqx ssouijunraoxxiiog jo 
Xfjnin-ixuq oqx si xi 'uoissirapn un qons oqnra ox sqnj oq ji raiq 
raojj uijnq jo Axixuixaoxod joxuojg oqx snq unra poog n oinxnu 
Xq SI oq xuqx puj y^iOA oqx 'SJoqxo ox rajnq jo oojnos n oq ){[uo 
uno oq guisunoxo-jxos qons xnoqxi^v ’Sniuiooxjoqs siq oaouioj 


\PZ uoiivpossy dnbiufx v—D.dV3 



-A 




a ASSOC* 


at‘0>* 


A9 






but^ -;t ^ M Vs 


iV)."'.: 






0^ 


.\,,- v'ib'S*' 


c;vc\ 


''"'"■'o^'Ct foriat *,°,v>s5aO’"‘"„iiieesB“-' \\d 

nov 'mon'' ^°in5 *‘ ^Xo<'"‘’ 

- N'>’ '. , ouc^ O’ „f.\.\otv cV\\ps oO -n6\b^’ 

f""^'' ‘?,,!'''t'"= ‘"'■“'“ncif of "‘""“'ae '•''“* .'Id^ *° 


ACS'"- 


10 






tatP 


f>V ‘'■'^.’m "O'’’'- ,v,e ■"'"''”",A',tio» '•“ , IM'-'O'" ASiia'’*”' 






dpo 


Bbo' 




iP 




;tUOS 




.ibete- 


.ace- pebP 




^ov-^000 :;,,vve' 


oP"" uACteP^®. “,vv\pb^^^ 

"°°w- "O' 

°0"- rfo. 'f'O f:: > 


bo'*: 


.V\PB 

„v>\uo" 1 h"--' 

" tot** 


coto® 


sUP 
to 
.dO^ 


acc" 


tWtP^"" bops^’ , . aP' . 

•Atd'"= , uad *° ^le. 

6 SPCP tbevP- ,*voP^^ 

totesst"®- of “ edooof'lt 

S‘^^'>°L a00.'"„AO’<it>o"L too"^ 


coP 


veViv 


pp 


lb® 

v^oo^^’ . , ^ot' 


tbe 


\p 


dve 


,eat 


\s\oP 

rece^'^^r ' fot ^'': vae pio^^ fot 

’““ats *o« fnSatd- ■” ^ „. 

"*"°"Atto<"* oca"°* .'es sVto"*,Vi4’«"';v,e f>““ „ttW 
-^veP ^'' ^-.v/et O'- . sitP^ . .:w ot ^ nft P . .^•^cs . .,t 


ct 

c 


pve' 
bpP^^ 


IP 


ptrt of *ddtd °"0 “^ottt"’ f*e d* ^"1 1^5" « 

a-„A tbO „ t\eP^ ,^,ar a^VipP ^ c\te5> ' 


'‘‘"“"of *0 ** 


oP 


u.?’*;;;t?ri;-5t"rr*= 






M'"""::, 5*'>"','-:e; 


peP^ 


^vvet 
^Vv 


*0 ‘batto^tV'to o';;:,a\* 


.to""** 

ot*o 


peo*^ ■’HvaP. 


oP 


P^ot"*0 9 




dpb^^"' 


tb® 


sVtes, 


p\jz siii HI -itoTiteotips ,sXoq aqj aoj ooo‘oe ‘s-g pUB ‘Suipimq 
aqj joj 000‘et' ‘SH Suipasu sq pinoqs 3A\ isig aq; m A\aiA 
Am uj "Aaq jaMOj -b uo aq ]]ia\ sassoy aq; puB ajnqpnadxa aqj 
os ‘s^uaprqs AuBra sb aABq lou ABra aAV JBaA aqi m ^tig 

•napjtiq iBiooBug 

aqi- aonpaj jaq^jnj qTA\ siq; puB suopBuop SmqBm ijb^s ABra 
oqqnd aq:j arap jo asjnoo uj ‘raBjqsy qoBa joj q:juora jad 009 
JO 009 ‘S'H o; UMop araoo qiAV ajnqpuadxa ]bio; aq:^ Aia^Braiqn 
•aiqBiiBAB aq osjb Abui :juBaS ^naraujaAOQ araog qBq:^ UBq:i ajora 
?ou ‘qjuora jad OOT‘1 JO aunj aq^ 0 } aq qiM raBjqsv 
qoBo JO sasuadxa Sumunj aqj ^Bqj siiBam siqx ’pBaq jad jj ’S'S 
UBqj ajora jsoo ]1IA\ sAoq ubOjbjj aq; quiq; ;ou op j ‘;Bq; aAoqB 
piiB jaAO ajora 2uTq;araos uaAa ‘saSiBqo qtij Jiaq; ABd s;uap 
-rqs npuTjj-9;sB0 aq; jj 'aAistqom qB ‘3niq;oio puB SuiSpo; ‘§ra 
-pjBoq ‘aaj uoi;|n; ‘q;uoni jad £; •s'q ;soo qiM. ;napn;s qoBg 

‘OOO'SZ: •S'a osib JBaA 

pj£ aq; ui puB 000*96 ‘S>I JeaA SoiMoqoj aq; ‘jbbA ;si; aq; ui 
papaaii aq iiia\ 000‘9Z< A\aiA Ara ui ;nq ‘•o;a ‘Srapimq aq; uo 
000*96*1 ;soa ^^Bq qiM sraBiqsy asaq; jo qoBa snqx ‘sqa/A 
aq; SujS3|p joj 000*9 'S'H puB aj;uaD ]Bij;snpui aq; joj s;uara 
-ilduii piiB ojipiujnj looqos joj 000*9 ‘S'H *pu^l oiJJ Jo asBqojnd 
aq; joj papaou aq iiia\ 000*01 ‘S'il ’3J;uaD Suiuibj; |Bij;snpui 
aq; joj 000*01 puB ‘Suipqnq lOoqos aq; joj pajinbaj aq 

000*96 ■S'd ‘J]«;s SujqoBa; aq; joj sasnoq joj papaauaq qiAX 
000*0£ J?qjouB ‘asnoq 3uTpjBoq b OABq o; 000*01^ ’s'g ;soo qiAV 
;j ‘lUBjqsy qoBa ui sAoq 006 JO uopBporaraoaaX: aq; joj apBUi 
FI uojFiAOJd ji iBq; qiqq; x •ajaqdsora;B s^raujqsy aq; aqiqrai o; 
uiaq; joj jaisBO ;j aqBui qiAV siqx 'sraBjqsy aq; ui jaajBo |BUoi;Ba 
-npa Jiaq; jo saSB;s ApBa aq; luojj soA|asraaq; lojua o; paSBj 
-noouo aq pjnoqs ‘sAoq UBfuBij aq; ;sBai ;b ‘sAoq aqx -aSjBqa 
JO aajj pauiB;ujBUi puB pa;BDnpo ‘pa;;}rapB aq pjnoqs sAoq 
iiBfiJBH aqx 'saSJBqo 3uipjBoq pun uopin; qnj ABd o; pajinbaj 
aq pjnoqs pun sAoq npuiH-^lsna aq pjnoqs inBjqsy pa;Bjdraa; 
-iioa asaq; joj s;uapn;s aq; jo jjnq unq; aJora ‘A\ajA Ara ui 
•spaqjaAvoq aABq jou ‘sajqnjaSaA a\ojS Jon ‘Ajinp b nTB;raBra 
jaqjiau ubd aA\ -ajoBjoads a;Bjosap b Suijuasajd ‘;jasap b aqij 
sqooj ‘ja;BA\ jo A;ionBd aiuojqo s;i q;iA\ ‘lUBjqsy iqjaQ 

•sajpBjBoi 

jBuosBOS jaq;o puB bijbjbiu jo qBajq;no ub jo jaSuBp aq; niojj 
aajj ojB saaiqd asaq; ;Bq; ajnsua o; piBd aq pjnoqs uoi;iTa;;B 


CbZ; ttojjvpossy Duhnifi y — fldVS 



244 BAPU — A Unique Association 

year Rs, 1,50,000 will be required for the buildings and slight- 
ly more than what we should be requiring for the education 
in the 1st year. 

This scheme appears quite beneficial to me. In the first place 
the caste-Hindu students will receive good education, and will 
be away from the cities and in Hygenic surroundings. Their 
intermingling with the Harijan boys will powerfully contribute 
to the growth of a healthy outlook, something equally salutary 
for the Harijan boys as well. All the boys will maintain good 
health. Great attention will be paid to character building. Physi- 
cal culture will also come in for adequate attention. And along 
with their training in the various crafts the boys will also be 
taught painting, drawing and music. Religious education will 
form part of their curriculum. Both the caste-Hindu boys and 
the Harijan boys will derive equal advantage from all this. And 
if we could manage to send out 400 such well-trained boys the 
benefit to the nation will be substantial. To me the scheme 
appears to be quite attractive from every point of view. With 
your co-passion and your help raising the funds should not be 
a problem. An appeal by you will, of course, be needed. 

In this context Harijan has made a different suggestion, a 
suggestion not acceptable to me at all. He says the boys need 
not bother about qualifying themselves for the matriculation 
examination. Why should we not conduct these Ashrams on 
the lines similar to those we have adopted in running the Delhi 
Industrial Centre, i.e., by laying stress on the boys mastering 
one of the crafts while at the same time giving them the needed 
book knowledge, says Hariji. Another friend is of the opinion 
that by encouraging the Harijan boys to prepare for and pass 
the matriculation examination we should only be instrumental 
in swelling the ranks of the unemployed. This argument also 
failed to impress me. Unemployment as the result of the spread 
of education is a wide spread phenomenon. How can the Han- 
jan boys escape it? Besides, without offering the students faci- 
lities for education up to the matriculation standard we sliou 
not be able to attract a large number of them. In the Sabarraati 
Ashram we were having a syllabus of our own quite indepen- 
dently of the University syllabus, with the result that we reache 
a stage when it began to be difficult for us to get an adequate 
number of girl students. Now, as the result of our vigorous 
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Mussoorie, 
September 27, 1941 

I’UiYA BAPU, 

I am in receipt of your letter. 

I am glad to note that you are undertaking a tour in order 
to raise funds for the Deenbandhu Memorial. But are you phy- 
sically strong enough to endure the hardships of a long journey? 
It certainly is not a thing to be proud of for all of us to see you 
wandering about in search of money. In fact, I am quite sure 
of your capability to collect all the money that is needed with- 
out stirring out of Sevagram. But the tour itself has its own 
peculiar advantages. 1 was doubly happy to note that your visit 
to Pilani will satisfy the long-felt urge of the people there to 
have you in their midst. 

You have fixed the middle of October for your visit to 
Pilani. That date, I am afraid, will be too close for the people 
there. The Shekhawati area has for so long been free from any 
kind of public activity, therefore it is rather difficult to surmise 
how much money could be collected there. But the very news of 
your visit is sure to attract a very large number of people to 
hear your voice, see you in person, and imbibe your exhorta- 
tion. The crowd may be 50,000 strong. Even a larger number 
may turn up. Those who will come will use the camel-back as 
their means of transport. Will these remaining 15 days suffice 
me to make adequate arrangements for water and ablution for 
this multitude? I am rather sceptical. Of course, if we refrain 
from bruiting it about in the papers and your visit is kept con- 
fined to a quiet inspection of the institutions there, this could be 
managed. But is it at all possible to keep your visit a closely 
guarded secret? Therefore, if you plan to pay an open visit, 
more time will be needed to cope with the problems attendant 
on it. In that case you should also visit Jaipur and the other 
cities of Sekhawati. lu case your visit remains unadvertised you 
can visit Pilani with case and then return to Delhi. But this will 
leave the public and Jamnaialji only partially satisfied. There- 
fore, it would be advisable to decide, in consultation witfi 
Jamnaialji whether your visit should be a quiet affair or an 
open tour. My humble suggestion is that in case your visit is to 
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Jainnalal says that at this time of year moneyed people stay at 
iiume. I do not at all insist that the tour must begin from the 
middle ol this month. Or whatever is deemed proper in Pilani 
and Delhi, may be done. Since you arc going to meet Mahadev, 
a programme may be chalked out in consultation with him. 

Biessings from 
Bapu 
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Mussoorie, 
October 5, 1941 

PUJYA DAPU, 

I am in receipt of your letter. 

It has been decided in consultation with Mahadevbhai that 
first we ourselves should try and thereafter take you to suitable 
places. I feel that first we ourselves should try to do our best. 
We are quite optimistic about the results. I am not in favour of 
taking you round places just for the sake of a modest amount. 

My suggestion is that you pay a visit to Pilani entirely for 
its own sake. Or you can pay a visit to Pilani to take you on a 
tour just in order to raise funds. This is something we ourselves 
should try to manage without your help. 

Humbly yours, 
Ghanshyamdas 
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case of dispensaries, hospitals, educational institutions of 
various types as well as in the case of khaddar and village 
industries. Why should I be denied the right of serving my 
untouchable Hindu brothers through the Harijan Sevak Sangh? 

f am writing this as one of ray best friends and one of the 
best men of our community Mr. C. C. Paul of Secunderabad 
could not be taken into the Harijan Sevak Sangh in spite of 
the good work he is doing in his own town simply because he 
is a Christian. He does not mind it but I do. He is a very high 
oHicer in the service of the Nizam and the work he is doing for 
prohibition, for our fallen sisters, for lepers and for the disa- 
bled is known to everyone who has visited Hyderabad. 1 admit 
that he has been made a correspondent but this does not meet 
the situation for his is an exceptional case. 

I would most respectfully suggest that you give this matter 
your prayerful consideration and do what you consider your 
duty. If I have put his matter before you, it is only because I 
feel it my duty to do so. 

May God give you His Wisdom and His strength to do the 
work to which I believe He has called you. 

Yours respectfully, 
H. C. Mookerjee 
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Sevagram, 
October 13, 1941 

DEAR Dr. MOOKERJEE, 

I thank you for your letter. 

Supposing Christians as such wanted to get rid of some 
social abuse and established an association for dealing with it, 

I should think they would restrict admission to fellow Chris- 
tians only. If you admit this, you will appreciate the restriction - 
in Harijan Sevak Sangh. Hindus have sinned and they must 
purge themselves. The others can extend their sympathy but 
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Sevagram, 
October 24, 1941 

.’<5V Di AR GHANSHVAMDASJf, 

You 'Acre icHiint me about the honey available at Ranchi. 
D.jpu wouKi like >ou to -icnd a quantity of it from the stock as 
a-, no.-i^ible. 

Here t.jiks are yoiiiij on without yielding any results. Rajaji 
sticks to hi-> stand and sa>s that all of us are acting under some 
kind of superstition. 

.Vow. iiow about your ov.n health? 

I am Ica'.ing for Gwalior on the 7th, reaching there the 
following day. 

Kindly gisc the accompanying letter to Masterji. 

Vours sincerely, 
Mahadev 

PS. “Profit by my experience”. .Already doing just that. 
Hut I have only the June-September issues of Reader's 
Digest. Kindly send the July and August issues as well. 

It seems they had not introduced this feature till June 
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October 26, 1941 

.MY DEAR .MAHADEVBHAI, 

I have received your letter of the 22nd instant. 

I wish to leave this place in a few days and by the middle of 
November I hope to be in Calcutta. Before y'ou come to 
Calcutta you ought to have a talk with Bapu about the Deen- 
bandhu fund. Sapru and others have orgam’sed Tagore Memona 
Fund. What attitude are we to take about this memorial. All 
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Allahabad man. Out of the S9 poets described in 
Kuvita kau/nuJi only 7 or S have been chosen by Nagpur 
University for inclusion in the B.A. and M.A, course. There^vas 
a demand lor kavita kauniudi but its stock is exhausted and the 
pubHeaiion is out ot print. Therefore, it may be excluded from 
the svllabu^. I iiad permitted Ram Narain Lai, a big bookseller 
ot ,\!lahabad, to publish an edition containing those 7 or 8 
poets only. Since talks of selling Hindi .\Iandir were continuing 
I did not like to utidertake the publication of such an edition 
inv%eif. It should be a tiny publication priced at Rs. S and 
would icll only 50-60 copies in a year. It was by no means a 
concise edition o\' Kavita Kaununli. Still, I have written to Ram 
.\araiji Lai to give the Rovalty money on that edition to Sasta 
Sahitya .Mandal. .\Iartandji had made his complaint without 
c.iring to acquaint himself with the facts. I have explained the 
position to hint in detail and he has admitted his mistake. I had 
given that permission in July or August, last. 

Please also write to Ghanshyamdasji that, being fully 
appreciative of his warm-hearted attitude towards me, I feel 
wholly disinclined to make this matter a subject for haggling. 
Whatever he would like me to do, let him convey his wish to me 


through you, or let him write to me direct. I shall try to give 
him my very best. In return he may pay me whatever he likes 
and his satisfaction will be my satisfaction. I shall make neces- 
sary corrections and read proofs, etc., i.e., do everything that 
needs doing. 

In case Birlaji feels inclined to undertake publication of 
selected stories from our mythology calculated to toughen up 
our moral stamina, I shall gladly compile such stories. And I 
would always seek his co-operation in my choice in this respect. 

I hope you and Master Narayan are doing well. I am sorry 
I shall no longer be in a position to send him books. Hindi 


Mandir is no longer his now. 


Yours sincerely. 
Ram Naresh Tripathi 
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Bapu is maintaining tolerably good health. For the last few 
days h,s blood-pressure has tended to go up. The cal if t 
of course, was the logicchoppiug debate with the leaders. ’ 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 
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November 3, 1941 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

lam glad that you have accepted the trusteeship of theBirla 
Education Trust. 

I note that you are going to Gwalior. Bhulabhai, Rajaji and 
atyamurti are all here. They are not feeling quite happy about 
t le situation and there seems to be a fundamental dilference 
between their outlook. 

It appears that more satyagrahis now be released and per- 
haps it will end by the release of Jawaharlalji. But what next? 
We need not, however, bother our heads just over the future. 
Destinies are being shaped just now by hidden hands and all 
calculations are mere waste of time. 

I saw Bapu s statement in Pilani when I was just leaving the 
place and so I am going to read it more carefully again. I 
suppose you are not coming to Delhi when you come to 
Gwalior although it is a few hours’ run. Meanwhile we have 
not settled our programme for Calcutta. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadev Desai 

Sevagram 

Wardha 
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be rendering service to mankind. Bertrand Russell and Toad lost 
their capacity to wax eloquent in praise of non-violence. We 
alone have retained our capacity to champion the cause of non- 
violence. This is our treasure-trove from which world thought 
will enrich itself. Even from the exclusively materialistic point 
of view we have by no means been the losers by maintaining a 
posture of neutrality, and by refraining from embarrassing the 
British we have established our bona fides as a mentally honest 
people. The present-generation British may not admit this much, 
but a time will come when the validity of our claim will shine 
forth from the pages of history and will draw its mead of 
applause from the British nation. 

Paradoxically enough, however, while I am dismissing 
scepticism from my mind as against my own earlier doubts, 
those of us whose misgivings had earlier been allayed are now 
being assailed by a new series of doubts. This may, perhaps, 
be due to the fact that while men like me could afford to dilate 
on the virtue of non-violence from a distance, those others 
have actually suffered during this struggle. And while I am 
singularly free from any responsibility in this affair, these others 
are conscious of their own responsibility. I fear that your state- 
ment has failed to make any impact on these people. These 
people first tasted the fruits of this tree, then the fruits of the 
other tree, and now they feel equally disappointed in this e.x- 
perience. People of his mentality may at times even feel bored 
by your statements. Success attracts a horde of followers. Now 
that these people find failure starting them in the face from all 
sides, their patience seems exhausted. 

They have no plan of their own to present to the nation, but 
this has not discouraged them from opposing your own plan. It 
would be rather difficult to assess the number of such people, but 
lately they seem adding to their strength. Public mind is pro- 
verbially fickle, nor is the general run of people inordinately 
enamoured of self-suffering and self-abnigation. Their ideab 
also are cast in the Western mould where the people achieved 
their freedom through recourse to violence. Conjointly, all thcic 
factors have ushered in a wave of discontent. But there be no 
doubt about that. And ever since the leaders have come out or 
jail the intensity of this discontent has acquired a sharpwt e aC. 
This mentality will be apparent to anybody who will care to 
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the tangled knots instead of denying uheir very exisience. For 
this there are only two alternative courses for us to adoet. 
Either let Rajaji and the others imitate Munshi vvho cut him- 
self loose from the Congress soon after coming our of jah. Or 
you yourself should retire after handing over the reins to them. 
I do not at all approve of RajaJfs contention that the civil dis- 
obedience movement should be suspended. Rajaji Vvill certairly 
oppose amv idea of your cutting yourself away from ±e Con- 
gress, but to the others the idea may not prove so repugnan: 
after ail. 

Tours Eicncij, 

G r _ r 
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November^ I?“ 

DEAR GH-ANSHYAAIDASJt, 

I gave the gist of your talk to Bapu this morning. He v/: 
silent- This is what he wrote down in Gujarad: 

“Why not go there for a couple of days? Tell Bhulabhn a: 
the others quite forcefully that if they wish to see me mey cj 
come here. I myseif cannot stir out of this place. I have near 
two or three persons making such noise. Let them at least v/r. 
to me.” 

So I have decided to come to Delhi — unless o: course ever- 
one has left Delhi by the time I can get there. You will pleas 
sive me a ring at Gwalior, or rather I shah trv’ to have a m 
Vvith you from Gwalior. 
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womenfolk. There was, of course, a great rush for a few days, 
but now it has cooled down. 

My original programme was to leave this place during 
Christmas, on tour; but deliberately I changed it. None of the 
youngsters or the ladies in the family has left Calcutta delibe- 
rately. They wanted to stick to this place, and that is for the 
good. Had I or someone of us left even for a short holiday or 
on a business tour, there would have been greater panic in the 
community. But now things are getting settled down and, if all 
goes well, and if I can conveniently leave, I should like to come 
to Wardha immediately after Bapu’s arrival there from Bardoli. 
So, please write to me about his programme. 

About Kedar Nath, I am making enquiries; but I know that 
the fellow is not a truthful man. It is not correct that he had to 
spend so much on his education in Bombay. As a matter of 
fact, he was more or less regularly helped by Rameshwar Das 
during the period of his education, and I think it is not he alone, 
but his wife as well, who is employed as a Drawing Trustee in 
the Girls’ School. So, all that he writes cannot be correct. I 
never found him to be a starightforward and truthful man. 

The other fellow; who drew Bapu’s sketches in Delhi, is not 
only a better artist but also a more straightforward and honest 
chap. I will, however, make more enquiries about him and, if I 
find that he deserves any help, I will certainly see what I can do. 

By the way, I don’t keep a file of the Harijan. Would you 
kindly, therefore, send me a copy of the Harijan which contains 
Bapu’s points about constructive work. 

I hope you are keeping well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadev Desai 
Bardoli 
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Propaganda is a good thing, but is it right that Bapu’s 
casual letters should be printed in facsimile without any impor- 
tant reason and money wasted like this when it should be so 
easy to produce more khadi and sell it ? Mill-cloth is now so 
dear that khadi can easily compete. It looks as if our people 
are more adept in propaganda than in construction. I fear this 
malady of publicity is disgustingly on the increase among our 
workers and thus it is retarding real work. 

But perhaps, being a businessman, I do not fully appreciate 
the good points of publicity and hence this prejudice. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
C/o Mahatma Gandhi 
Bardoli 
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But we should take two years extra than the time needed 
for Matriculation Examination. These two years should be uti- 
lised in giving extra training to the boys besides what they learn 
through the Matriculation Course. The extra course will cover 
teaching of crafts and imparting general knowledge. 

We propose to have three crafts, one of which will be taken 
up by every boy at his option. These will be : 

Either (1) Carding, Spinning, Weaving, Dyeing & Bleaching. 

or (2) Carpentry and Smithy. 

or (3) Paper-making, Book-binding and ordinary 

composing. 

It is intended that we should employ a superior staff, well- 
paid and highly qualified in their respective subjects so that the 
boys may learn the best in each subject and may not ordinarily 
need to go to the college unless a student wants to take up 
higher studies. Their examination, it is intended, should be 
complete for a good foundation with a proficient, knowledge in 
one craft. Such a boy, it is hoped, should not find it difficult 
to earn his livelihood after his education period expires. 

Besides the University course and craft and paying special 
attention towards increasing his general knowledge, special 
attention should also be paid to his physique. Games, exercise, 
sports, riding, swimming, etc. should be taught. Music too 
should be taught. Religious training should not be neglected. 
Toleration of other’s religion should be taught. And side by 
side, the student should be taught to admire and respect our 
own culture. 

Money should not be spared in obtaining the services of 
most skilful teachers. 

The diet of the students should be healthy, scientific and 
well-balanced. It may not be luxurious but must include fruits, 
dairy products and vegetables liberally. 

Half the number of the students should be Harijans. They 
should have free education and free boarding and lodging. The 
other half of the students, that is, savarnas, should be charged 
fees unless one is exempted on ground of poverty. 

This is a very rough and brief outline of my idea of a good 

High School, 
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the entire show by themselves, where do we come into the 
picture? Let us see what reply Rajendrababu is going to get. 
Then I shall write to you. 

There seems no need to call Bidhan. Sardar is already feehng 
slightly better. Bapu is determined. Sardar is going to leave this 
place only when he has fully recovered. 

Bapu’s blood-pressure has recorded a sh'ght increase, but is 
more or less normal. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mahadev 

PS, The accompanying material may be of interest to 
you. You are found of gardening. Now please see how 
the flowers are arranged. This one is cutting from a 
South Africa magazine. 


M.D. 
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had a cold. But I expect he will arrive tomorrow. The place is 
less crowded now and we hope to give him some peace. 

Yours affectionately, 
Mahadev 
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January 5, 1942 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

A Committee meeting of the federation of the Indian 
Chambers of Commerce is to be held in Delhi on the 1st of 
February. I should, therefore, like to go to Delhi via Wardha. I 
can reach Wardha on the 25th evening, if Bapu will be there 
about that time. But who knows that Bapu may not have to go 
to Delhi for some reason or other? If Bapu is free on the 25th, 
provisionally you may fix up this time for me. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Bardoli 
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January 7, 1942 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I recently read in the Sarvodaya that Bapu was writing a 
series of article on the constructive programme. Please let me 
know if it has already appeared, or it is likely to appear; and 
if so, in which paper ? 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Bardoli 
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January 15, 1942 


MY DEAR MAIIADEVBIIAI, 

With Mahabirprasadji Poddar, I am sending two presents 
on behalf of two friends. One is a parcel of ornaments, a list 
of which has been handed over to Mahabirprasadji. These 
ornaments belong to the late wife of Shri Naraindasji Bajoria. 
it is the desire of Naraindasji that this money should be spent 
for any philanthrophic object in which Bapu is interested. I 
have told him that perhaps Bapu will utilise this money for 
khadi or Harijan work. Naraindasji, in his letter to me, has 
made some suggestion which Bapu might consider although I 
do not think it to be a very good suggestion. I am enclosing 
Naraindasji Bajoria’s letter in original. Please send me Bapu’s 
message and receipt of the ornaments. 

The other present is a draft of Rs. 5,000 from a friend. The 
friend desires that this money should be spent at Bapu’s discre- 
tion for any philanthrophic object. It has become a fashion 
these days among some of my friends that whenever somebody 
falls ill, they make a sankatp of charity and send the money to 
Bapu. This 5,000 is a sankalp of that nature. The patient who 
made this sankalp is now quite well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 

Enclosure: the listi 


’It enlisted 23 items of jewellery kept in a box costing Rs. 251 As. 8,9 
items made of pearls worth Rs. 103 As. 2, 1 1 items kept in a small con- 
tainer plus 12 other items. — G. D. B, 
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should also be made clear to him that you would like to meet 
him not as a Hindu leader but as a Congress leader. What pos- 
sible objection can he have to that proposal? And in case he 
appears agreeable my humble suggestion is that you should 
meet him. There is no occasion to assume that some such meet- 
ing is sure to yield any dividends, but at the same time it will do 
no harm. But this should be done only if you feel self-confident 
enough. Of course, a meeting between Rajcndra Babu and Jinnah 
in ordinary course of things is well worth having. If Jinnah de- 
clines to meet you, so much the worse for him; it will only 
please him in the wrong. But how far such a meeting is desir- 
able, I am not sure. In any case kindly let me have your reaction 
to my suggestion. And kindly also send your answer to 
Purshottamdas’s letter, and let that answer be a detailed one. A 
condensed answer it will be beyond his interested capacity to 
grasp the import of. 

Humbly, 

Ghanshyamdas 


10 


Sevagram, 
Wardha (C. P-)» 
March 1, 1942 

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS, 

I have your letter. My going there will not only prove un- 
productive of any results, but may even prove harmful into the 
bargain. Harmful in the sense that a negative result of the meet- 
ing may sour our relations still further. Ordinarily also I feel it 
beyond my capacity to hold a meaningful dialogue with the 
Qaid-e-Azam. But I have encouraged Rajaji to exert his utmost 
and this he is going to do. Let us wait and see what result such 
a meeting will yield. What I mean is that there is little chance 
of a settlement. Outside the prospect of a settlement through 
talks we should certainly do what we can. By creating a general 
impression of success of such talks for resolving the communal 
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the quantity of milk and bread as that would upset his stomach. 
He has started taking an ounce of almond paste. He was 
weighed yesterday and the machine recorded an increase of 
one lb. 

Mahadevbhai is quite well now and has started doing a 
modest amount of work. Dr. Jivraj and Dr. Gilder arrived here 
today and gave Mahadevbhai and Ba a thorough check-up. Ba 
is suffering from chronic bronchitis. Mahadevbhai has been 
allowed to do some work but at the same time he has been 
advised an eye-test. He has to put in a lot of work and has to 
put up with a crowd of visitors. He cannot escape either. 

Yesterday Rameshwarbhai had sent a letter through a mass- 
enger. A committee has been formed and an amount of money 
has been requisitioned. Bapu has inserted a small note in 
Harijan. 

The Working Committee is scheduled to meet on the 17th 
of July. They must pester Bapu. 

You are kind to our college. Without your co-operation we 
would have faced hard times. 

My pain has not left me completely. I also feel somewhat 
weak. 

I hope this finds you in good health. 

Yours, 
Amrit Kaur 
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Sevagram, 
Via Wardha (C. P.), 
March 12, 1942 

DEAR GHANSHYAMDASBHAI, 

This telegram has arrived today. Bapu says it must be for- 
warded to you. I was going to tear it up. 

Last evening we heard news of Cripps’ arrival. Today Bapu 
was also in receipt of Churchill’s declaration. The Press people 
are clamouring for a statement from Bapu, but he says no; he 
would rather act on Churchill’s advice to keep mum. Let us 
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joj ABqmog joj aABaj o; aABq ABra ajj 'ipAv si iBqqAapBqBjq; 

•spuBq qpq ui agBJtioo qqA^ ndB^ jo sdappoj 
aq; ui Mopoj o; si ;no Abm A]uo aqx 'raaq; q;!A\ §uop TiA\op 
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Sir IKK COM.VIITTEE, 

Birla Lines, 
Delhi, 
March 11, 1942 

Mahatma Gandhi 
Wardhacianj 

STAY IN SrRIKl; IN IJIRLA MILLS SINCT; S. YOUR ADVICE AND INTER- 
ILRLNCT. NLCTSSMIY. 

Ramchandra Tyagi 
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SnVAGRAM, 

Via Wardiia (C, P.), 
March 14, 1942 

dr\r ghanshyamd vsiihai. 

Your .secretary’s letter and the R. R. for the almonds have 
arrived. Bapu says we should soon be having a regular mart of 
almonds here. 

I have been saying for days on that Bapu should write 
something on scorched earth. It is good that you have also 
emphasized its urgency. Now he will write. 

Physically Bapu is in line shape, though he does get tired. 
At present the talks go on throughout the day without respite. 
Maulana has been here since yesterday and today Jawaharlalji 
may also have arrived. The round of talk begins from 2 p. m. 

Mahadevbhai is in normal health, but he has not yet been 
permitted to do his chores. Still, he docs some work in a sitting 
posture. 

I feel better now. Ba also is in a better condition. Acharya 
Narendra Dev has been here since the day before yesterday. 
He is so harried by asthmatic spasms! Bapu has to look after 
so many invalids at the same time. This considerably adds to 
his load of work. 

In haste. 

Yours, 
Amrit Kaur 
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Segaon, 
Wardha (C. P.), 
March 15, 1942 

nUAI GHANSIIYAMDAS, 

Your loiter. The vaid laboured hard but Ba failed to respond 
to his treatment. Now a naturopath has arrived. Plis knowledge 
of his science is not free from blemish, but he does know some- 
thing. Today is the 4th day of his treatment, Bais feeling better, 
Ba was made to vomit with the help of onkra-milk. She brought 
out a copious quantity of accumulated sputum, 

I shall write to you later about scorched earth policy? 

Can I send somebody to the Nasik Sanatorium? Have they 
got sufficient accommodation? In case it remains overcrowded 
I would not relish the idea of special facilities. 

1 would not like Bhaiji to be put to the trouble of coming 
here. If he so desires, however, he is welcome. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 
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March 17, 1942 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

Today I am leaving for Calcutta. On my way I shall drop 
at Benares for a couple of days. Let us see for how long I 
shall have to stay in Calcutta. But it appears Bapu will have to 
come here in response to Cripps’ invitation; therefore, I, too, 
may have to return soon enough. And you will surely accom- 
pany Bapu when he comes here. 

By separate post I am sending a life-sketch of Jamnalalji 
written by me. Please show it to Bapu and write to me on my 
Calcutta address about what to do with it. 

There is a strike going on jn our mills here, Before the 
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the situation has returned to normal. I am in complete agree' 
ment with you. 

The Working Committee meeting is over. All the membef® 
have left for home today. Maulana Saheb has been invited 
be in Delhi on about the 25th. Let us see what takes place. 

Mahadevbhai has left for Bombay in company with Sardc^'^- 
His health is more or less satisfactory but he soon appe^''^ 
quite tired to me. And his eyes also have started giving h™ 
trouble. He is due to return in four days. 

Bapu is quite well. His weight has increased by lbs. 
too, is feeling better than before. Acharya Narendra Dev 
still here. He has had quite an ugly fit of asthma — perhaps 
worst in course of a year. He is now recovering. Dr. Krisfi”^ 
Verma has accompanied him. 

I hope you are quite well. 

Yours> 

Amrit 
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CALcd^'^’ 
March 25, 

DEAR RAJKUMARIJl, 

I am in receipt of your letter. 

About the strike the position is that when Maulana 
arrived, the workers went to see him. I understand Ma4^^^^ 
Saheb upbraided them for going on strike and advised thr^ 
return to work unconditionally. The strike leaders told al^ 
to the workers who thereafter turned on them and aske^’ 

Q t n tvC 

that is so, why did you advise us to go on strike?” The 
leaders thereupon submitted their resignations. Just nd''' ^ 
strike is in doldrums. None of the workers went on 
strike. Since we do not seek police aid the situation is free' 
any kind of tension. There have been no meetings, no dis“* 
ing of leaflets. Everything is quiet. 


It is believed the strikers will report for duty in coursr 
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PS. I hope that you arc now feeling better and that the 
iin-wholcsomc effect of butter lias been remedied by 
now. 
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Birla House, 
Albuquerque Road, 
New Delhi, 
April 15, 1942 

MY DEAR MAIIADEVUHAI, 

Is there anybody fit enough to be a trustee? This was what 
somebody wanted to know from Bapu and Bapu replied that 
Jamnalal had almost done the grade, and as for Wadia, Tata 
and Birla and the others they were not within miles of that 
state. Both Bapu and his interlocutor had sought to hunt for 
trustees among the rich alone, as if only the rich can qualify to 
be trustees, and not those belonging to the middle rung of 
social ladder. 

I had a mill manager, a man of high moral character and 
integrity. His wife had died while he was still young, but he 
never remarried. His faith in naturopathy had become an ob- 
session with him. Whatever his knowledge of this mode of 
treatment, he stuck to it with the faith of the ignorant. He was 
attacked with enteric fever but he confined his treatment to that 
system alone and persisted in it up to the last when he died. He 
had accumulated some 40 thousand rupees. These he dedicated 
to charitable purposes and made me its trustee. He had brothers 
and nephews but he preferred to allot this amount for philan- 
thropic uses. 

We had a servant, a Jat, Hiru by name. He began at a 
salary of rupee 1 which gradually rose to Rs. 2. After com- 
pleting 80 years he died and to the last breath of his life he 
emptied his punny coffer twice or thrice, though he never had 
more than Rs. 500 or 700 together. 

In our village we had a police Munshi. He was drawing a 
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insjs/Cs AV9a ^ sonpoaxm oj p^q sq Xpiu XpiM puB XAjmyCsdoi 
sra-Bosq m9js/(s ]bi3os sqx -nopounj ]Buijon s^AqunmraoD 
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SBA\ ouoiCuB iisqAi's^Bp 9Soqi UI -qiuora asd g -s^ jo Ajbibs 
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trader, the business man — call him what you like. 

It is quite possible to say that the Vaishya has a narrow 
angle of vision, that the driving force of the Vaishya’s activity is 
the service of self, of selfishness. This is true enough. Were he 
gifted with a rational angle of vision, there would have no 
occasion for trustees. For his own earnings? But, then, are all 
those who work for the nation are impelled by such lofty 
motives? My own view is that man is prey to a widespread 
malady. The leader who makes a stirring speech amidst thunder- 
ing applause is also a victim of the same malady which 
ultimately lands him in jail. The trader forms a variant of the 
same malady and accumulates wealth but also parts with a 
portion of it. Both are suffering from some kind of vanity. 

Only the one who has been able to get rid of this malady of 
vanity should be considered qualified to hold others’ wealth in 
trust. He deserves unstinted praise; he deserves worship. Please 
show this to Bapu. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 

Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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Sevagram, 
Via Wardha (C.P.), 
April 16, 1942 

bhai ghanshyamdas. 

Brother Shanti Kumar, Rai Bahadur Veerji Sheth and 
brother Dadajan are also here. In Burma there are some 8 
hundred thousand men, women and children waiting to be 
evacuated and are in the mean time suffering from acute want. 
It is our duty to bring them back. There brother wants to form 
a committee with yourself as one of its members. Please do 
whatever you think proper. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 
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April 20, 1942 

RESPECTED SIIRI DESAIJf, 

My Pranams. 

I am in receipt of your kind letter of the IStli. I was glad to 
note that the journey was completed without hitch. The crowd 
was not much from the start and not many people should have 
got into the train on the way. 

The quantity of 20 lbs of honey was meant entirely for your 
own use. Another quantity which is about to be despatched wilt 
be for the Ashram’s use. It just slipped from Shri Ghanshyam- 
dasji’s memory that he had also promised 40-50 lbs for the 
Ashram. Anyway 50 lbs of honey will be on the way presently. 

Your health is not up to the mark and this causes anxiety. 
But you do not take rest and I suppose you cannot afford to. 
Surely, God looks after people like you. 

Shri Ghanshyamdasji has fully gone through your letter. 
Please convey my greetings to Narayanbhai. 

Yows hwnbly^ 
Bajranglal Purohit 


Shri Mahadev Desai 
Sevagram 
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Sevagram, 
Via Wardha (C.P.), 
April 25, 1942 

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS, 

Your letter has reached me. Your conjecture is quite correct. 
Jamnalalji’s life-sketch is not the appropriate place for your 
scathing criticism of the British. There is certainly room for 
such criticism, but not in this life-sketch. If the Government’s 
policy had not tempted him Jamnalalji would never have 
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Se\'AG^V.!. 
J WaRPIU. 
May 24. I-M: 

PUAR MAPASLAU!, 

I gv't yv>ur k::?r. as also the roproduedons. I ara sorry I put 
ou :o chi' trouble o:' getting two copies ruaie because at'ier I 
had written to you Harirarn sent them the next day. Please excuse 


Where does Ghanshyamdasii intend to go from Gwrdior 
Delhi, Pilani. or Calcutta? I want to write an urgent letter 
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Sevagram, 
June 11, 1942 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

There are so many things I would like to write about, and 
yet I dare not do so. You must be reading the Harijan regularly 
in order to keep in touch with the daily working of Bapu’s 
mind. The last Harijan contains some things of startling interest. 
Pie has discussed the implications of the new move and contem- 
plated the staying on of the British and American troops under 
certain conditions. 

There has been plenty of discussion with the Maulana and 
the Pandit, and I feel that the differences will ultimately vanish. 

In the country there seems to be plenty of support — theore- 
tic, I am afraid — for Bapu. What and where it will lead to, I 
have not the ghost of an idea. But I am more afraid of the 
compromise proposal that has been suggested in the last Harijan 
and is being expanded in succeeding Harijans. Let me have 
your reaction. 

Bapu is keeping well in spite of the heat which is oppres- 
sive — and quite unbearable for me. But the weather has begun 
to improve and we may have rain any day. 

Yours affectionately, 
Mahadev 
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June 15, 1942 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I have just returned from Pilani. Pilani just now, to an out- 
sider, would appear like a hell! The temperature was 118 and 
added to it was the nuisance of dust-storm which was blowing 
day and night. But I had to do some work and so I stayed for 
some time. The work has increased so enormously that, in the 
interest of efficiency, I had to put Bajrang in charge of the place 



•A^ uH ' .IQd nOA MVO ‘^INnHiaNV^O ONIN'aOW 
• I*., I'liin DNiAnniv saNOWAs aisiv viaaNvxa'iv aovaoH 

iHiaa A\aH 

avo-a anb'aanDnaiv 

VlHig SVaWVAHSNVHO 

ZV(i] ‘CZ oiinf 
VNVDVJicniVAV 


S£ 


waovAas 
ivsaa ivHaAaavHvjAi ‘xas 


supiUB/^qsuaqr) 

'i(ldJd 3 uis sjnox 

•][9M 9ja noX SdOTJ j 

•aiopjB siq Saipasj Xq Xpjara tniq Mopoj o; ano^ip Xjsa si 
5t ;na ’uonTSod sjq paSnaqo XpqSqs tideg iqSnoqj j sjopj^ 
5sa| siq raojj ‘sspiya s^uDfuvff sqj o; nopoasi Xra ;noqy 

•jsqiasM aqj sAoidmi pi/w 

pue 3Jn;nj jasu gq^ m jsMoqs a SA'Bq o:^ ^pqq ®M. 
t9jrnnj aq^ ui uaddaq qiAV ;aqM SMouq oqA\ mg nussajd vs oo; 
■Buijaqp Xiu ^ou SI V JE9J I •usjiqci Xq pspjaosip pua jo ;qgnoqj 
SB/A guiXaqosiQ •guiqjXuB op jon pjnoo ?nq paXouuB qonin Xjsa 
SB/A j 'oois]ndraoo Japan psjBDBA sjsm sjg^jBnb s^usjiqQ 

qssq sq; 

J6J adoq sn :}3i puB iu3uiuj3aoS pooS b si ;uba\ mou ;snf sm 
•^B q/A 5nq iiuatnajaAog opBJOoniap b jo pssn ni jon sib jndiBf 
nr 5//, 'XjBaoipBSj B jou SI ‘[jB J9JJB ‘BZJii)q pny 'qia^q ubXq 
UB u'i J5'43q sq p{no/A gniqjXuB ajns uib j jng 'pajdaoDB aq qiAv 
so'JBpinf .Cm isqisq.v. /Aonq ion op i qSnoqqB ‘Xina{d ni aABq 
p;no/A sq q^Pi'A so'JBpmB pan jioddns joj am paqsB sBq irernsj 
Bzi:pi 'S'/.sa: s'qBuqrmoo B ‘53S p{noo j sb jbj sb si siqi ‘og 
'p3n:rm XpB5i;B sbit uibx hbXq -pace sq; QO jndiBf jo diqsjaj 
-sT'jqq smpr£ sqi ro afiBTO aqm oi gaimoo si iiBrnsj BZJipq 

'acrama.mGcm lo io{ b am asnao p^no/A ji qSnoqqB 


^‘^rc 


r ";q.i F- 


-ndvs 



306 BAPU—A Unique Association 


36 


Sevagram, 
Via Wardha (C.P.), 
June 24, 1942 

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS, 

As Swami is going there, I am sending this letter through 
him. 

I think this meeting of Go Seva Sangh was unavoidable. 
The land given to it is in two parts : One part of it was given 
by Jamnalalji. For the other part the Ashram had paid. The 
gift made by Jamnalalji took the form of both landed property 
and cash. The money paid by the Ashram was out of the 
monies donated by you and your brothers. This means that this 
money represented your gift. Now things will be arranged in 
keeping with your wishes. If this money is to be taken from 
Go Seva Sangh that would mean that your money is saved, 
unless you would like to make a fresh gift to Go Seva Sangh. 
I myself cannot make a gift, nor can I claim any credit for it. 
I hope I have been able to make my point clear. So please do 
what you think proper. 

What I am occupied with at the present moment deri\es its 
inspiration from my inner urging which hourly grows in inten- 
sive. The regime is bent on mischief. Whatever is being said in 
order to oppose me, angers me beside adding to my distress, 
though both these are unjustified. All these are fleeting impulses 
which leave after a while and I am at peace with myself once 
again. 

My mind is made up; my plans for the coming struggle arc 
nearing completion. I am only waiting for the Working Com- 
mitttee meeting. I have made my preparations. More when 
we meet. 

I hope this finds you well. 

B.U’Ssiji^^sfro.'ii 

B.ipu 
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talk with him regarding Bapu. It was most interesting and not 
a little strange. “Gandhi has been very good to me all these 
years, he said to Fischer, “And that is to say a good deal. If 
he had remained the saint that he was in South Africa he would 
have done a tremendous lot of good to humanity. But unfortu- 
nately politics absorbed him here and made him vain and 
egotistical. But it is nonsense to say, as you say some civilians 
have told you, that he is a spent force and may be ignored. He 
has a tremendous influence, says the masses as no one else does, 
and only next to him comes Jawaharlal. The rest in the Con- 
gress are all paid for the work. It is a businessmen’s organisa- 
tion. They finance it and keep it going. Gandhi’s present move is 
an enigmatic. It may be dangerous. I am watching it most closely. 
He is planning to instigate the people in U.P. and Bengal. He 
will ask the peasants not to move from their homesteads, I am 
not going to precipitate, but if his activities affect, the war 
effort, I shall have to put him under control,” This is as good a 
report of the thing as my memory can give me. 

Bapu had long talks with Jawahar and Maulana. Jawahar is 
full of China and America. He has made to them all kinds of 
promises. When Bapu altered his original stand in his interview 
given to Fischer, Bapu had no doubt Jawahar in mind. That in- 
terview fully met with J.’s wishes who suggested that Bapu must 
write a letter to Chiang explaining his position and assuring 
him of the help of free India; also that withdrawal proposal was 
entirely with a view to helping China. I do not quite know why 
Chiang wired against publication of the letter in Harijan. But 
the letter was wired to China and America the same time and in 
a way it was good that it must be in Roosevelt’s hand when 
Churchill met him. 

That will explain Jawahar’s Bombay interview. The Maulana 
is still sitting on the fence. He is obstinate but ultimately he 
will walk behind Jawahar. He sharply differs from Bapu on 
Sind and cannot at all understand what Bapu means — at least 
so he says. He is coming again on the 30th — perhaps on the 4ih 
or 5th, now that the W.C. meets on the 8tii — and may toe the 
line at the W.C. meeting. The greatest pity of it all is that no 
one has a particle of Bapu’s idealism, and every one looks at 
Bapu’s plans with his own prepossessions. However the W.C. is 
not likely to have any surprises in store for the world. For Bapu 
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July 13, 1942 

MY DEAR iLVilADEVBHAr, 

I have seen Bapu’s eomments about the food shonage and 
people bitterly complaining against grain merchants. The com- 
plaint is only partially true. There are undoubtedly, shopkeepers 
who are hoarding grains in expectation of shortage. It is human 
nature that people should want to make profit. But these evils 
could be removed if there were a proper co-operation between 
Government and the responsible merchants. As it is, the Govern- 
ment controls and commands, and when they do not succeed, 
they arrest merchants. The Press also incites feelings against 
merchants, and any day they would be looted. The result would 
be further scare and greater scarcity. The whole machinery may 
thus collapse. 

The price of everything, chat has been controlled, has gone 
up and yet the Government eyes are not opened. The remedy 
lies in taking certain steps. First of all, fixing such prices of con- 
trolled aracles that would have a reasonable relanon to the 
price of replacement. Secondly, inviting, on behalf of the Govern- 
ment, help of responsible business men to organise a networx 
of shops to sell grain without any' profit motive. Thirdly, to 
ensure transport facilities. At present there are places where^ 
sugar and salt are nor available because of the breakdown ot 
transport. 

Ramaswami Mudaliar never cared for the help of the busi- 
ness men. What he has done so far is to take isolated and ama- 
teurish actions and create more complications. I hope Nalini 
Babu, when he takes charge, may be able to improve matters. 
He is very anxious that there should be more co-operation 
between business men and the Government. He wants to get nu 
of the “Black Market” which can live only as long as there is 
no properly organised “White Market”. 

I have told NaHni Babu that I am prepared to xmdertake to 

cover a large area and guarantee regular discribuuon of lOO'- 

stuff at cost price provided, of course, the transport lacihnes 

are guaranteed and proper protection against looting m giVwC- 

He was pleased with it. I do not know how far the Government 
machinery would admit of such a thing being done. But I h-'*- 
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But Bapu says that the Congress and he are willing to be 
converted. I drew the attention of Nawabzada to this and asked 
him to say publicly that he is prepared to meet the Congress 
and convert it. To this, he replied: “Jawaharlal says he does not 
even want to talk of Pakistan. Plow could then the conversa- 
tion be possible?” I think the two statements, viz., of Jawaharlal 
and Bapu, are contradictory to each other. If the Congress po- 
sition is that it is willing to be converted, then a meeting is 
necessary. I have sent a copy of the enclosed draft to Nawab- 
zada and this draft is being sent with his full approval to you 
as far as its contents are concerned. He, I believe, will forward 
it to Jinnah. If there be a desire to discuss separation, then, in 
my opinion, a meeting should be possible, unless, of course, 
Nawabzada has no authority and Jinnah is the only high and 
mighty. 

In any case, I am here till the evening of Friday. This will 
reach you on Wednesday evening and if you think that you are 
likely to send me such a reply as would need my staying here 
further, then please send me a wire saying, “stay on”. On the 
other hand, if you think that it should be thrown into the waste 
paper basket, then you need not reply in which case I will leave 
this place on Friday. 

You know my views about Pakistan. I am in favour of sepa- 
ration and I do not think it is impracticable, or against the 
interest of Hindus or of India. As long as we will quarrel, there 
is no salvation of India. Besides, we should not forget that the 
Muslims — every one of them — now want it. Even the Congress 
Muslims are no longer exception. How could then we resist ? 
Nawabzada says that the Congress Muslims talk one thing to us 
and other to him. When they are asked by Leaguers to leave 
Congress fold, they say by remaining in the Congress they keep 
a restraint over it. This is playing a double game. 

About Bapu’s movement, we are all making guess. But 
frankly, the public does not seem to be optimistic or enthusia- 
stic. Many movements were started and had to be withdrawn or 
were suppressed. I do not see much enthusiasm just now for a 
bitter struggle although the whole country just now has become 
anti-British. However, I do not think I am competent to advise 
on this matter. I am writing this just to say what the atmosphere 
looks like. The last few month’s politics of the Congress have 
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Wardhaganj, 
July 15, 1942 

CilfAN WfVAMlJA.S 
HliU \ iiii! -,1 
Nivv Diiitt 

MCUiUN HI rHl'HSDW liHANDmUSK. 

Mahadev 
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Sl:'/AGRA.Sf, 
July 16, 1942 

MV OJ ah ghan.suvamda.sji, 

1 'vanictl lu -iciui you a IclCcr through Miraben, but I was 
l«u) tried aiul had iu> time in the morning to send a satisfactory 
letter. The W.C. was this time our eye-opener. With the 
c,\cepii»)jj of the Khan Sahib the Muslims Jiave no heart in the 
Congress programme — or rather Bapu’s programme. Jawaharlal 
ih too deeply committed to China and America to take up any- 
thing energetic immediately. My fear is that the real situation 

is e\en worse. Rameshwarbhai sends me /.//e every week. This 

week’s issue is a trigluful revelation of the things as they are. 
Bapu met the Generalissimo at your house in Calcutta. This 
Life contains all the photographs of the occasion. The descrip- 
tion under the photographs could have been given by none but 
the Madame or someone on the Gen’s staff. For there was no 
one there but they and myself who can give this description. 
And then what a mischievous description of Bapu? And how 
insulting and how ungrateful? I had thought gratefulness was 
one of the greatest virtues of the Chinese. But even that seems 
woefully lacking so far as this couple is concerned. If they 
were so keen on having nothing to do with capitalists why 
should they have accepted poor Laxminivas’s hospitality? The 
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must make a move— you, that is the merchants. If Nalini does 
something concrete and associates you with it, it would be a 
very good thing. Do have long talks with Miraben. She is full 
of spirits. I wish she was equally full of knowledge. But there 
is no harm, if she talks with the big three — if she gets an 
interview. Have a talk with me on receipt of this letter. 

Yours, 

Mahadev 

PS. I thought I had finished. But one very important 
thing has been left out. The last paragraph of your 
confidential letter — regarding Bapu’s movement, I agree 
that the Congress position is confusing or has been 
confusing. But that is because we have talked with 
many voices. When action begins, there will be no such 
confusion. But whether there is response or not, Bapu’s 
mind is made up, and the other side, the more he 
stiffens. The fact is that he is determined to throw his 
last throw this time. There is the concentrated essence 
of evil on the other side. It has to be fought with all 
that is good, and so he feels that he must stake every- 
thing — his most precious possession — his life. There is 
no arguing with him. When he said on the last day to 
the W.C. that he would give a notice to Government 
that they must not think of keeping him in prison 
alive, they all set silent and stunned. There was no 
discussion whatsoever. 

If after you have discussed the thing with Liaquat, or 
after you have studied my letter you feel like coming 
here, do come. You may make a point of coming to 
Bombay at all events — We reach there on the 3rd, but 
the latest on the 4th. 

M.P- 
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August 24, 1944 

MY DEAR PYARELAL, 

I forgot to write to you in my last letter that for the naturo- 
pathic clinic a plot of land has been suggested a few miles away 
from Nasik in rural area. I have sent the details of the plot to 
Rameshwardas. Perhaps it is more than 200 acres. It is 
difficult to get a larger plot than this at once. But in course of 
time more land may be purchased. Rameshwardas, after making 
enquiries, will speak to Bapu whether he likes this plot or not. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ganshyamdas 


Shri Pyarelal 
Sevagram 
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Sevagram, 
Via Wardha (C.P.), 
August 29, 1944 

DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I have both your letters of 21st and 24th instant, respectively. 
Bapu has seen both of them. 

There was a letter from Q.A. yesterday saying that he 
hoped to be able to receive Bapu some time in the first week of 
September. But as the meetings of the A.I.S.A. and the A.I.V.T.A. 
have already been fixed up so as to extend from the 1st 
September, to the 6th, Bapu will not be able to go to Bombay 
before the 7th or 8th. 

Bapu is having a mild relapse of dysentery. It has deflated 
him in a couple of days more than the strenuous grind since 
our arrival here. Sushila has put him on Glucose to enable him 
to pick up. 
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form part of the federal constitution but will be brought into 
being by a treaty between the two states and be integrated with 
the charter for separation. Of course there can be no guarantee 
against bad faith. That risk is inseparable from existence under 
complete independence. The fabric of independence cannot be 
raised on fear complex. 

Similarly, the formula for the solution of the political 
deadlock is only a re-write mutatis mutandi of the August 
resolution under the changed conditions of today. Bapu will not 
be party to any dilution of his demand for a national executive 
responsible to the elected representatives of the people. Attempts 
to reduce his demand to accommodate it within the framework 
of the present constitution therefore cannot have his sanction, 
approval or support. 

The 9th of August was a complete success from Bapu’s 
viewpoint. If we, even as individuals, renounce the right to 
civilly resist unjust executive orders or orders hurtful to one’s 
self-respect, the lesson the country has learnt since Champaran 
or South Africa is obliterated, as it were, at a stroke. Bapu 
therefore was prepared to face all risks but not to give up the 
symbolical demonstration on the 9th. He even thought of con- 
fining it to women— -woman according to him being the symbol 
of non-violence. But it was too late then for any change. 

Bapu is keeping a fair level of health and fitness although he 
is burning the candle at both ends with an almost uncalculating 
recklessness. “Dangerous living” has always been a part and 
parcel of his existence. It is the breath of his nostrils. 

Thanks for the pains you have taken about the foreign 
periodicals. I feel guilty for having written to you. I never 
wanted you to put yourself to all that botheration. It would 
have been enough if you had sent your copies for perusal and 
return after you had done with them. 

With regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Pyarelal 
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the time for my departure for Bombay is drawing near I want 
in the interest of your own security to be cautious in this 
respect and that is why I consider it my sacred duty to ask you. 

The question relating to yourself is also important but not 
so important as the question of my stay at your place when I 
am in Bombay. In case my arrest is imminent I would like to 
dispose of such matters as are still pending before I am taken 
away. That will give me some self-satisfaction. It is my belief 
that work connected with Talimi Sangh is quite praise-worthy. 
I want to raise funds to the tune of ^ lac, 1 lac, 2 lacs, or 
whatever is feasible. 

I want to return the amount donated for Miraben. It is my 
moral obligation to return this money. Ordinarily the Satyagraha 
Ashram Fund will have to bear this burden. The Fund still has 
some money left, but Narayandas has retained that amount for 
use in constructive work. It is quite possible to draw the needed 
amount from that Fund, but that would seriously affect con- 
structive work and I am reluctant to do that. I operate that 
Fund to the extent of Rs. i lac, 1 lac, even 2 lacs — I have not 
been able to find out the exact amount still owing to that Fund. 
The amounts drawn from different donations are recorded in 
the donations account. It takes time to draw monies from these 
different donations. To find out the exact amounts thus drawn 
even from meticulously kept account books is like searching for 
a needle in a hay-stack. All the same, I have given instructions 
to prepare a regular statement of accounts. 

Some miscellaneous items of expenditure have got to be 
attended to. Something has got to be done on that score. This 
will absorb some 1 lac, 2 lacs half a lac of rupees. I have not 
worked out the exact figures. 

Could you spare these amounts easily? A negative answer 
will also serve. All my works rely on God's grace for fulfilment 
when God does not wish any of these undertakings to be ham- 
pered for lack of funds. He prompts someone to send me a 
draft for the required amount. If I do not get the amounts now 
needed I will certainly not lose patience either with God or 
with you. I have never struck at a tree that provides me with 
shelter; never did that in my life, will not do that in future 
either. 

I hope all of you are doing well. I am sending this letter 
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“Dilkhusha”, 
Panchgani, 
July 31, 1944 

DEAR GIIANSHYAMDASJI, 

I have your letter of the 27th inst. along with the enelosure. 
The writer is not ambitious as you seem to think, but a 
megalomaniac and shows clear symptoms of delusional insanity. 
We have had many letters of this type before. 

We reach Sevagram on the 3rd of August. Sapru will be 
free to leave Hyderabad after the 3rd. He will meet Bapuji in 
Sevagram, Jayakar probably accompanying. 

There promises to be a rather big house-hold party at 
Sevagram. Shantikumar will be there and Gilder has an invita- 
tion for a prolonged stay. How Sevagram’s resources will bear 
the strain, remains to be seen. 

Bapu asked me to arrange to get regularly some foreign 
periodicals. I sent the following list to Shri Shantikumar: 

1. Nov Statesman and Nation 2. Time (American) 3. Reader's 
Digest 4. Manchester Guardian (Weekly) 5. Times (Weekly) 
6. Unity and 7. Asia. 

He has written to say that he tried but has failed. Could you 
take upon yourself to get them for me? 

Yours sincerely, 
Pyarelal 

PS. Dr. S.R. Mukherjee goes to Sevagram on the 5th. 
K.S. Ray on the 8th. Dr. Mukherjee will be accom- 
panied by Shri Manoranjan Chowdhury. 
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August 7, 1944 

MY DEAR PYARELAL, 

I have received your letter of the 31st. There will be no 
difficulty in getting the papers that you have asked for. You 
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May 13, 1944 

Pyarelal 

Care Mahatma Gandhi 
JuHu (Bombay) 

FEEL BOMBAY MAY NOT BE BEST PLACE FOR RECOUPING HEALTH IF 
HEALTH DOES NOT SHOW MUCH IMPROVEMENT IN FEW DAYS. DON’T 
YOU THINK DOCTORS SHOULD BE CONSULTED FOR A CHANGE AT 
BETTER PLACE WITH MODERATE ATTITUDE ? 

Ghanshyamdas Birla 
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Sunder bun, 
JUHU, 
June 10, 1944 

dear friend, 

I send you herewith in two volumes copies of correspon- 
dence between the Government of India or the Bombay Govern- 
ment and myself during my incarceration in the place of H.H. 
the Agha Khan in Yeravda. 

The second volume is a copy of my reply to the Govern- 
ment of India pamphlet entitled Congress Responsibility for 
the Disturbances 1942-43. The first contains copies of corres- 
pondence arising out of the above mentioned reply and on 
miscellaneous matters of public importance. 

I had the copies cyclostyled with the help of kind friends. 
For fear of censorship difficulties I did not try to have the 
copies printed at any printing press. But lest the Government 
of India may think that there is anything in the correspondence. 
Objectionable from military standpoint I am circulating for 
private use only the copies among friends who, I think, should 
know the nature of the correspondence that took place between 
the two Governments and me. You are free to show your copy 
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July 18, 1942 

MY DEAR MAHADEVBHAI, 

I have received both the covers. Miraben is writing to you 
separately. You have asked me whether I have made any 
commitment. How could I do such a thing ? And on whose 
behalf ? I made it very clear and, of course, there was no 
necessity for this, that I had not come across the one Hindu 
who believes in separation. My intention was to get the inter- 
pretation which I got and which, I think, is not so frightening. 

The questions that you have put, if I may say so, are very 
academic. They can hardly be for the purpose of understanding 
any reality of the Muslim want. But, however, I will pursue 
the matter further. It is clear, of course, from your questions 
that Bapu is not prepared even to think of the separation. 

I am glad that Bapu is taking more milk and is better. This 
is the most heartening news. Mira Ben tells me that somebody 
told you that our Nasik House is no longer in our possession. 
That is not correct. Why should not Bapu, before he goes to 
Bombay, stay for a week in Nasik to improve his health ? If he 
decides to do this, I will myself come to be with him for a week. 

You have asked whether services of Bajrang could be lent. 
As a matter of fact, the work in Pilani is suffering very much 
and everything is getting into a mess and, therefore, I have sent 
him there for a year to train himself up and also to put the 
things on their legs. If it is a typist you want, I can certainly 
lend you a typist. Hariram is not a bad typist; but, of course 
Bajrang is quite different. Please let me know what exactly is 
your need. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Mahadevbhai Desai 
Sevagram 
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October ; - It 

MV in AR PVARt.I.Al., 

We arc contributing Rs. 5,000 to Dr l^iggin^oltorn^ b!: -' • 
rial at Allahabad. This is just for H.ipu's inform.Uion 

I hope to be in Wardha perhaps a day or tuti c.irl.’cr ot ? ' 
lime of meeting. 

IV'.'' r ‘ , 

SHIU PvARri.AI. 

Si VAGRAM 
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Delhi, 

November 14, 1944 

DEAR GANDHIJJ, 

On behalf of the workers of the Birla Cotton, Spinning and 
Weaving Mills, Delhi I am writing to bring the state of affairs 
in the mill to your notice. 

The conditions for workers in this mill have been very bad 
particularly during the last year. The wage rates are lower than 
in the Delhi Cloth and General Mills even and the bonus amount 
is also small. On the whole the earnings of a worker in the 
Birla mills arc much lower than in the Delhi Cloth & General 
Mills Ltd., which is the only other big textile mill in Delhi. 
Besides there is no proper arrangement for the housing of a 
large majority of workers in the Birla Mills Ltd. The result of 
all this has been that the workers have been gradually leaving the 
mill and the number of looms worked by the C shift had to be 
gradually reduced and now the management has decided to 
completely close down the C shift. This means that in addition 
to the workers who have already left the mill on account of 
deteriorating conditions, nearly 120 more workers will be com- 
pelled to leave the mill on account of this decision. Instead of 3 
shifts now only two shifts will work. 

The arrangement of shift timings was so far as follows : 

First A Shift worked for 4i hours, 

then B Shift worked for 4^ hours, 

then A Shift again worked for 4| hours, 

then B Shift again worked for 4| hours and finally 

then C Shift worked for the remaining 6 hours of the 24 

hours. 

This arrangement was good. It was convenient to workers 
as A and B shift workers had to work for 9 hours, 4i hours at a 

time. This gave them enough time between the two halves ot 

their working hours for cooking meals, bath, eating and some 
rest. Their efficiency was more and production greater because 

each time they came to work fresh. 

The latest decision to close the C shift has been ta en 
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(2) Tile C shift should not be abolished. It should continue 
worJang with as many workers as are there. Serious efforts 
.should be made to recruit more workers to make the C shift 
complete so (hat all the looms may be used. 

(3) In order to attract these additional workers and make 
conditions better Tor the existing ones the management should 
meet the just and reasonable demands of the workers which 
have been put before the management from time to time. 

The workers look towards you to intervene in the matter and 
persuade the management to do the needful. 

With respect, 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

A.C, Nanda, 

Joint Secretary, 

Textile Mazoor Sabha, Delhi 
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Sevagra^i, 
November 27, 1944 

DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJr, 

I am sending herewith a letter which Bapu has received. It 
seems to be a well-meant letter. At first Bapu thought that it 
might be sent to the Manager of the Delhi Textile Mills, but on 
second thoughts he decided in favour of its being sent to you 
for your information and action if necessary. 

Munshi was here the other day and had an important talk 
with Bapu. He will probably have a discussion with you as soon 
as circumstances permit, Rajaji passed through- Wardha last 
Friday. I saw him at the Railway Station. He will be coming to 
Sevagram on Tuesday and stay here for a few days, Munshi 
wanted to meet Rajaji also at the earliest. 

Bapu had a slight break-down the other day. He had taken 
castor oil. He had already been feeling very tired. In the at 
room he fainted and sank down. It was an exact repetition o 
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pajdopB puB JI paqsqoqu SA^q sav ii3qA\ A\Oiq -siiioot juaio^ns 
jou pmj 3A\ 3snB33q ss3[di3q uaqj sjsav 3 ^ -ooj /[pqSu puB 
dojs o; siqj pajn^M Xaqj ‘jjiqs 3 guiuuni 3 J 3 AV 3 AS, usq/^ 'sytqs 
aqj JO juauiaSuBjJH aqj si -eqqBs aqj jo 3 duba3Tj 3 uiBin aqx 

•sjuiod 3qj \[s oj /C|d3J paq^jap ts nOiC 
3Ai3 oj jagBUBin aqj qsB n^o j ‘aqq noA jj -ajdoad asaqj sAvouq 
nd^a '-I3W3I Jpqj oj /[[dai jou op j s/CBpBA\.ojq -sjdraajjB aqj dn 
OABg I ‘qjnjj oj qonjs joasu puB sisBq aiqBuosBOJ yCuB uo guiqj 
-y^UB ssnosip oj pajBdaid jon 3J3 av iCsiq jBqj punoj j uaqAV jna 
•raaqj jo aoijou oqBj oj pouj j giiiuuigaq sqj uj ‘BqqBg siqj nioij 
U3JJO XJ3A SJ3JJ3^ guiAI303J U33q 3ABq J ■qjtiaj uo p3SBq JOU 
‘JB3J I ‘SI BqqBS JOOpZBpq aqjxsx 

‘iviaHVAd "avaa ar 


t7i76I ‘0£ JsqraaAojsE 
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imaa 
vTaia ’a’Q i^Hs 


|BI3JByCa 
‘{(pjaDins sAuox 

•uoijBAJBjs A\o|S siqj oj Slip K[qBqojd 
SBA^ SS3UqB9A\ 3qX ‘sraij 3IUOS JOJ J3Ip lIA\Op guiyno U33q 
SBq 9 q si 3 A\oq aqj jo iiopipuoo oujussAp oj guiA\o 'iptisn sb 
jnq siq oj qoBq paqiBAV puB qj^q siq paqsiug ‘auip aiuos jsjjb 

P3J3A003J pUB Jjnq JOU SBA\ 3q Aqqonx -AjisjaAiun npniH sqi 
JO uoijBOOAUOO aq; Jo uoisbooo aqj uo saJBuaa 5^ ^^qi sJOjaq 
puB aoBiBX UBq:>i ^qSy 9^^ 9oxio aq ^l^qj aouapadxa aqj 
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UotiB[ost iBnjuids siq ui Suiqiauios st ai^qx 

•p3JEaii;S3-J3AO 

3q ;ouuB3 pjBno p\o siq SaotnB raojj suosraos jo luiq jbsu 
3DU3S3id 3q; puB UBmnq /{j 3 A si sq ps^BAiqno s^q nd^g a^q; 
lusinqoBpp 3qj Hb jo sqds uj -spis s^ndBg Aq 30B|d sjq 3qBj o; 

3U031U0S SBAV 3J3qi qSlM. X 'ABpOX SUTAB3[ SI ifBfBg 
•3[qissod Aba\ js3q sqx lit jpsiuiq sajssuoo ox p^ioAV 3 qx puB jps 
-uiiq ox xt S3A\o 3XX "sq ox X3^ si xssq sqx 'ABpox 3uiSBnii ubo 3A\ 
UBqx 3J01U uoiSBODO ojnxnj 3iuos uo p3p33u 3q qi/A oouBpinS siq 
XBijx qxiBj lujq Aui si xi 'sousnuu! iBnxuids puB |bjoui sxBipBJ 
puB SB3pj qxioj 3 ai 3 pinoqs 3H ‘^luo UBiusxuiod b jo xnq j[3Aup 
oajSuo UB JO XBijx 3q ojoiu ou p[noqs qjoA\ siy usxjBSJoq Axiaixob 
s|q JO ojnxBu puB sdoos oqx in oSuBip jBoipBJ b sq p]noqs siaqx 
XBqx uoiuido JO uiB x Xng ‘Os 3doq sn X31 •qxuoui sqx jo pU3 
oqx JB qjOA\ iBiujou ouinssj o; ojqB oq ox sxosdxs sh ‘Utidoo 
JO oSBUiuSijd B oqBUi usqx puB uoixbx|au| Suisssid s^isxxbi 
oqx XC BSIBpBJAI pUB ifUBABJBXq UBUIUqS sAbP 33jqx JO 

OA\x ssBd ox sosodojd osib spx ■qJOA\ psxJBXS pnq ifiBpxoqq^ 3XB[ 
oqx ojoqA^ BqpjB/j\ iBOU 33 b|iia b ‘BjfuBiB^x ox X}s^^ B ABd usqx 
puB ‘jpBAvuBSBpq ox qiBA\ OX sAup ossqx JO ouo sssodoid 3XX 

•oijpn:^ 

s3iuot jo ouiiqoA b jo qooq npjfx o^-uos siuix JoqxouB xb ‘vjms 
uSo^ sjjBfUBXBj oq Abui X! a\0XnX ^ SBq oq qoiqA'. jojqooq 
Aub jo soSBd oqx joao sujixx oq xsoj oqx joj unoq jiBq joqxouB 
joj iBunx Jiioq ouo joj Suiuuids soop oj^i ‘ssiojoui qBins 
Joj uoAo [njquBqx oq ox ssq ouo jng "qjOAV uuqx snonuojxs 
ojom XSOJ sjij oqBUi oj uoxBOjqx puB OAjosoj siq jo joxxaq sqi 
sojxsoiuop 3u{[}jjx soiujxouios xnq ‘SujXBpj ApBOJ si oq xuosojd 
oqx Jox ‘uoos oox Aup b oiuoo xou SBq uoisioop oqx 'ojuxbu 
JO s3uiiuba\ Ajoidiuojcd oqx ojojsq poAsoq SBq ndug os 

•osodjnd Aub 

OAJos AqBOj i|iA\ XI poj noA ji joSbubui juoA ox joxjbiu oqx jojoj 
Abui nox. 'Aiojjxuo noA ox Ji oabo] j xsjy oip ox pJuSoj qxi/A. 

•sjoxxoi JnoA qxoq OABq x 
‘irsvawvAHSKVHO Hvaa 

j7t76l ‘9 JoquioooQ 
‘('d 'D) viiaxivAV VIA 
‘KvaovAUS 
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In a measure it is inseparable from greatness. But surely some- 
thing could be done to mitigate it. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Pyarelal 


Shri G. D. Birla 
Birla House 
New Delhi 
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Wardhaganj, 
December 9, 1944 

Ghanshyamdasji 
Birla House 
New Delhi 

NO ARRANGEMENT NECESSARY. NO ANXIETY. 

Pyarelal 
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P. 0. JlYAJIRAO MIILS, 
Gwalior, 
December 30, 1944 

MY DEAR PYARELALBHAI, 

I have been directed by Shri Ghanshyamdasji to give your 
facts in reply to Delhi Textile Majdoor’s letter dated the I4t!i 
November to Bapu. The said letter makes out three points: 



!^Pa 3^^ inojj siqi ot uoiqsoddo sba.\ ajsqx ‘psouauiuioo 
se/A yiqs siqj ;ndjno guiuuids aiiins sqj aumsuoo o; 

puB uoipnpojd SUIAB3M 3i|; JO SS30X3 ui SBAV usij; uoipnpojd 
guiamds sqx 'L£6\ araos p 3 }jBis sba\ ijiqs 3 3qx '£ 

•iCquioiA 3q; UI ;u3iBA3Jd ;u 3J 3q; oj p3iBduioo avo| 
Xj3A si sn Aq p35j[Bqo :jU3i 3q5 :)Bq; 3JB1S osjb Xbui \ •3A3iqoB oj 
3UIIJ 3qB; Abui qoiqAv 3Aip3fqo ub si siq; tjnq sSatp|mq u/ao juo 
ui jnoqBj JUO jjb ABp 3uo 3snoq o; si Aiuibjj 33 uoiqquiB auQ 
•Bipuj III S[iiui JO AqjofBui 3qj Aq popiAOjd UBqj J3i53q qonm 
SI sjoqjoAV ano o; sn Aq popiAOjd uoi^BpommoooB guisnoq sq; 
;Bqj Abs Abui j ‘siojjuoo snoj3mnu jo 33U3|BA3jd 3qj o:^ 3np S3i; 

psHP snouBA puB siBiJ3;Bra Suipqnq JO 3§B?Joqs ;b3j3 

sqj ‘iqi3C[ ui puBi jo Ajiojbos 3q:^ uouBjspisuoo o;ui §UIqB:^ 
puB U3iu5iJOA\ 00S£ ^noqB Aojdrao 3 ^ •g/,g oj |B?oj sq; SuiSuuq 
^Zl JaqiouB psppB 3ABq sas. sq; Sui-inQ •u3uiqjoA\ jno 

joj sj3;jBnb QSf ^noqB jb 3U pBq 3AA ‘JByV\. aq; o; snoiAaj<j ‘z 

•inajsAs poog b ;dopB o; ;snf ABqraog o; saAps 
-ino paquq 3av 33B[d aadBsqo ApAi^BJBdmoo b si iqyaQ qSnoq; 
qons SB puB Ajjunoo aqj ui sniioq pUB aouBMopB sssuinap 
JO uiajsAs 3[qB;inb3 ;soin aq; aq o; pasoddns si ui3;sAs Anquiog 
aqx •s;s3ja;ui jnoqB'j aq; pUB Anquiog jo ;uaraua3Aoo 
JO saAi;Bjuasajd3J aq; ‘s3Ai;B;u3S3jd3a ^sj3UA\on{ps[ aq; ;sguouiB 
aauajajuoo ;uioC b j 3 ;jb uoi;bioossv .sjauAVOnipq ABquiog 
aq; Aq pa;dopB sbm ai3;sAs siq; ;Bq; ojbavb sdBqjad aiB no^ 
'SjaqjoM Jno o; sn Aq piBd osib si sqiui Anquiog aq; ^q PF'Bd si 
aouBMopB ssaujBap jaA3;BqA\ puB ABquiog q;iAV saA|3Sjno paquq 
aABq OAV ‘snuoq pUB aouBA\oi]B ssaujBap jo J3;;bui aq; uj 

•apis jaqgiq Ai;q3iis 

B uo aq Abui Aaqx ’sniH q;oiD iqPQ ^qi '^q PP^ asoq; UBq; 
jaAVoj aj3qA\ou ajB suioof pajpunq jad jo sajpuids puBsnoq; 
Jad JO uoqonpojd jo ;iun jad soSbav jno ;nq sjaqjoM jo 
S 3 iJoga;Bo uib;j 3 o o; saSBA\ jaqgix; SuiAnd aq Abui sypi/q q;oD 
iqPQ qoajjooui si Bqqng JOopfBj^ aq; jo uoi;ua;uoo siqx ' I 

:uii;Bijas s;uiod asaq; o; A^daj i 

•pasop uaaq aABq ;ou pynoqs ;jiqs 3 ;Bqx '£ 

•a;Bnb 3 pB ;ou si 

si[iui aq; ui papiAOjd uoi;BpouiuioooB Suisnoq aq; ;Bqx 'Z 

•siniM q;oi3 iqpa aquo 

;Bq; UBq; jaA^oj ajB xqpQ ;b sqiui jno ui soSbav aq; ;Bqx 'I 
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Textile Labour Union. Our workers too objected to it. The C 
shift timings were from 12.30 a.m. to 6.30 a.m. and the workers 
complained that the time was very odd and it ^\-as a trouble- 
some job for the C shift workers to ^^•ake up at 12.30 a.m. and 
go on duty. The workers were assured and C shift stopped. The 
workers approved of the idea. In order to accommodate thus C 
shift with the other t\vo shifts — & B— the timings of the .A & 
B shifts were also adjusted in the sense that instead of ha\ing 
two straight shifts of 9 hours each (with recess) two overlapping 
shifts of 4 hours and 5 hours each were started enabiing us to 


work all the 24 hours in consonance with the provisions of the 
Factory Act. The new timings for the A &: B shifts were also 
opposed by the workers at the instance of the Delhi Te.xtiie 
Labour Lmion the argument pur forth being that the workers 
would be put to great inconvenience if they had to work for 5 
hours in the first half and then come again for 4 hours a-fter a 
lapse of 4/5 hours. As there was no other alternative to 
this arrange.ment the workers with mutual satislactory discus- 
sion with tlie Management agreed to work accordingly. But the 
workers grie\'ance was alw'ays in our mind and we were ever 
anxious to give them the desired relief. 

During the last few months we have been able to put more 
looms into commission and ha\-e been gradually stopping the C 
shift and working the additional looms in A & B shifts. At this 
stage I would like to point out that the labour position in Delhi 
has been far from satisfactory during this N'ear. It MU be inte- 
resting to note that there were not sufiicient weavers even to 
nm the then existing looms, what to say of throwing workers 
out of empIovTuent as alleged by the Majdoor Sabha. In the 
usual course it is an admitted fact that in a mill of SO*./ 1023 
looms if 25 men return in all the three shifts, it is quite neasi> 
nable. It is not peculiar to our mills but such is the case win 
all the mills. I give below a statement showing numceroi 
workers returned on an average per day from January 1944 to 
November 1944 monthwise : 


January 1944 

February 

Is fare h .. 

April y. 



p 3 nteo-os aqj iiiq sSuBqo stqj Jhoq8 aiqraniS oqA.\ stitiu aqi 
JO sjaqjoM aqi ;ou si :}i 'g op y — syiqs ;q§iBJis jo uoijduinsaj 
aqj puB yiqs 3 gq; jo ggBddo^s aq; qqM pgsBa^d 001 Aiuo aasM 
oqM sJaqjoM aqi jo anios q;iAV q\B; b pBq sqiui aq; jo jsSbubjai 
gq; /{Bp jgq^o gqj /CinQ •sSujuip jo gSuBqo gq:} joj g[qmna§ 
uibSb pino/W BqqBg JoopfBjAi ‘sJBa/{ om:^ jo guo jo gsdBi 
B jgyB syiqs g ^ V jo sgaiiny gq; ggiiBqo o; gjgM g/Viji :^Bq; 
pBj pgyimpB ub si g •sjiira gqj jo SniqjOAv q^ooms gq'> joj sn 
/{q guop gaigq si jgAg^BqAv gsoddo o; uggq S({b/v\|b sBq BqqBS 
joopfBpq gq:j JO miB gqx ‘Sitioq gj Sinuunj uaq/w syiqs jqSiBJ^s 
0/V\j qjoM /{jiBjgugg S/{bmib sijijaj -sjnoij pi uof 8iipiJ0A\ puo syiqs 
guiddB[jgAO SB SuiqjoM syiqs oavj puq ppoAV guo ■Bipnj ui sqiai 
ou uj 'SjgqjoAV gqj puB jugmggBUBUi gqj joj qjoq uoisnjuoo 
puB gouaiugAUooni jBajg jo gojtios b jnq g|qBoipBJdrai /{[uo jou 
SI qoiqA^ sjtioq aAijtioasuoo xis joj qoojs jo iioyB\ninT\ooB suBaui 
jBqx 'Sjnoq g i joj pgqjO/W OABq pjnoAv paqsmoox aqj ajiqA^ 
sjtioq pz SujqjoA^ si juarajjBdap Sniuuids sqj sb sjtioq xis 
iqSiBJjs JOJ uoipnpojd gamuids aqj jo Suiqoojs jno lUBain OABq 
pinoM iBqj gjojgq sb syiqs SuiddBpgAg omj aqi qjoAv oj gJS/W 
OM ji jBqj /{bs oj gABq j ‘sSuimij gqj jo guiSuBqo gqj jnoqy 

•sqiiu gqj inojj sgAiasuigqj SuijuasqB 
jgjjB /{jio gqj ui qof jaqjo guios dn ugqBj jo guioq guoS jgqjia 
gABq sjgqjOM gqj jo guios gsuBogq /{ipuooas pUB syiqs g y ui 
pgqjosqB uggq SBq jnoqB| jjiqs 3 gqj jo jJBd b asuBoaq jsjy 
‘jjiqs '3 gqj Suiddojs jo junoooB uo juaui/{oiduig jo jno uMOjqj 
uggq SBq jnoqB[ ou jBqj gui qjiAV ggjgB qiA\ noti ‘gAgqgq j ‘siqj 
Tuojy 'guinunj /{yjBd qijs si qoiqAV jjiqs 3 gqj ui suiooi dojs 
OJ gABq gAv sguiijguios puB snidjns jou si juoqBi gqj osjb avou 
jsuf -sujnjgj ip ojoav gjgqj /{jBUUBf jo qjuoui gqj ui /{qA\ si jBqj 
puB /{pBajs suiBuigj s/{ba\ib uoijisod JuoqBj gqj sqjuoui jgjui/A 
uj ‘JuoqBf sn^djns on sba^ gjgqj gunp puB /{JBUUBf jo sqjuour 
OA\j aqj ui jdgoxg jBqj SAVoqs /{pBgp juguiajBjs OAoqB gqx 
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Majdoor Sabiia who must oppose every move of the mills to 
keep the Sabha going. I have been given to understand that the 
application that has been sent to Mahatmaji was got signed 
under compulsion. 

Yours sincerely, 
Manager 

.SJIRI PYAUri.Al.JI 

PiuvATi; Sr.CRf.TARY TO Mahatma Gandhi 
Wardua 


rs. In addition to what I have said above, the transfer 
of C shift workers to shifts A & B have increased their 
basic wages by 50 percent. In as much as they now 
get the opportunity to work 9 hours instead 6. In addb 
tion to this advantage to C shift workers, the wages of 
A and B shift workers arc also slightly increased as 
straight shifts always give better efficiency than over* 
lapping shifts. 

I may also take this opportunity to explain to you what 
this Majdoor Sabha is. For a number of years Chando 
Bibi posed herself as the Champion of labour in Delhi 
and formed a body called the Delhi Textile Workers 
Union. Ajeetdas Gupta were ousted, their Union dis- 
banded, and the present body known as the Majdoor 
Sabha came in existence led by the Communist workers 
under the influence of M. N. Roy and party. Baba 
Ramchandra Tyagi and one or two more workers, 
though in the pay of the Communist Party, pose them- 
selves as Congressmen to attract workers to their fold. 

It may not be out of place here to mention that there 
is a legally consituted union known as “The Birla Mill 
Labour Union” of which every worker working in die 
mills is an ipsofacto member. The Executive Committee 
of this Union is elected every year and the elections 
are keenly contested. Almost all the permanent workers 
take part in the election. The Executive meets every 
week and the Mill Management tries to respect as many 
decisions of this Union as they can. I am sending >ou 
under separate registered post a copy of the constftu 
tion of this Union, 



SVaWVAHSNVHO 


•iNawaoHva'av 

AHVssaoaN a^vrii hlw oNmvaH no -NOixNaxNi s.nxva si xvhav 
aaiM. asvaax -xNawxvaax ixv<ravd ni aaaNaraaaxa qiva v wona 
daan sxnvav an "ixvdHVd hxia\. AHVSsaoaN ai nava ONixva'ax aoa 
VHadVM awoo ox aassv vwhvhs aihs rvavAciivA QNVxsaaaNn 
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ndr,f[ 

lUOjf '//MKZaiq 

•jaWEin MBqsuTQ aq; 

O} piEgaj I'n ::/4 Bjp aq pjnoqs juaranoop pSaj JBinSaj y 

•acn aqB} 

pino.v* noA iSASiaq.'A o3 HBqs i ‘os^b iqpQ oj o3 qBqs i ‘pun j 
Bqjnis^^l q]jM uoiioauooo ni Snjjno; o; aqu; i uaq^ 

•jsisui ;ou ipAv I ;na; 

•SunBq^aq tUB j inq poo3 os|b si iqpQ o; SuioS jo Bapi aqx 

•Buoox aq /Cbui ‘jo ‘lUBgqouBx 
o; JO Xsqtuog oj jaqqa o3 [[uqs j q joj /Cqssaoau i^UB paj 
I aaq/j\ 'o^bcuiio jo aSuBqo b joj uo|SBaoo /Cub poq ;ou op j 

•qiSuajjs 

ajoui ojqij B jaS j jaijB siuiBidraoa jiaqi oj noi)oaqB ja;Baj§ KBd 
jjjA\ I ')uani)Baj) Jiaqj Xj) pjnoAv j iBqi sjopop aqi pjoj i Buiazoa 
puB scnJOA\ qooq ?noqv -laocajBOJ) sjq uiojj qjauoq qonin 
SuiAuap Xquaj ran j ‘ajaq araoo isniu no/C s3uia|3s|oi jnOi'i jo 
jpsjnoX tnjBSip o) japjo uj '/^Bp /Cjoao -joauiiBaj} siq tuojj 3upg 
-ouaq j|as/(ui puij j ‘Sujpuij Xoi ui aqBjsim /Cub joj uiooj auiq 
SI ajaiji ajojajoqx */^qnBj punoj ojoav qaiqAV uopdiunssB jaqjBO 
iCui /Cjjpoj 01 JO])oq II iil3noq] i q]joA\ siq jo jias^Cui paouiAuoo i 
uaq/iV 'inJOA\ siq uiuyaosB oi aiu joj aiqissod lou si q quaraiBaJi 
siq japun jjoS/Cui paoBjd OABq i pun isnji ,Ciu paujua SBq buijbiis 
A iqs qpuBj -soSEKfA oiji 01 uoqBi aq pjnoqs q ojojojaqx jassB 
IBUOiiBU juo SI BpaAJuXy -luaiuiBOJi jo luaiSiCs oipaAJU/Cy aqi 
UI jouuBui pouoipuBSun /Cub ur jioSiCm paAjOAUi }ou OABq I 

•oiu 01 ino cuaqi 

spBOJ /Cpoqaiuos jo am /Cq pBOJ joqpqAV ojb sjanaj Juo-C ]iy 

‘SVQKVAHSMVHD 'IKD 

gt76I ‘6 /CJBUuBf 

‘wviioVAns 
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January 12, 1945 

.’•JY DfAU .st;.siin AUI N. 

I have received your letter and also Bapu’s. I will reply to 
Bapu myself separately afterwards. 

I am writinir just to enquire about P\'arc!al. Who was the 
doctor who had done this operation? If he had an operation in 
in 1955 and again the piles have recurred, I think it is the fault 
of the doctor. I have no doubt about it. Where good doctors 
have done these operations, the complaint has never recurred 
although nobody can guarantee, I hope he is quite all right now. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Dn. Miss Susmila Nayar 
Si. VAC! RAH 
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Sevagram, 
Via ^Vardha (C.P.), 
January 16, 1945 

DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI. 

This is a reply to your letter to Sushila dt. I2th Inst. 

I was operated by Dr. T.O. Shah. The recurrence of pile^) 
so far as I am aware, does not depend so much on the surgeon 
as on the nature of the operation and the patient himself. There 
are about eight or nine veins in the rectum. When their ends get 
dilated piles occur. My six piles were removed in 1935. Two 
have been removed this time. These had not formed on the veins 
that had been treated last time. If I had been more careful an 
had eliminated the causes that gave rise to piles the trou e 
would probably not have recurred. I am in favour of gettiag 
the piles removed and at the same time eliminating the roo 



imaa 

VTaig -a'O 


'lipAdDins sjnoj[ 

‘spjB§3J ipTA\ 
•/{p;iug3pni sousps 

yC^p [p §uigno]ojd jo eapi siq atnoopAv aiojsjap:^ I ‘q;§n3i;s 
JO 3AJ9S9.I apip Xj3a JSASMoq SBq 3H *3on3J3juo3 pSuBS iroipx 

ap; Sniinp iniq o; pnaspoQ v psAoid j'epx ‘sraij i^Bp nx 
aouaps saAjasqo ajj -qiSuaip jsoi siq SnraiB§aj yCiA\op si ndBg 

•puTin siq JO guiqjoAV aqi ;noqB 
noTjBoipni UB noA uaAiS puB no/C pin aABq pnra iBqqBjnqg; 

•s;s}nnrarao 3 iboo^ jo dnojS b yCq paqoidxa 
gniaq si noipnps aqx qnjpaan aq; op pnB aa^BUi aqj o;ni qoo| 
piAV noX adoq j 'airop aq p^noA^ jBqj pnB noijBsnaduioo jo a^Bos 
aq; ^noqB auop aq o% aABq pinoM Sniqpraos }Bq; am ppj ami; 
;SB[ ain pin aq naqA^ ifaqBpti,! •pUBi[ aq; jo nopisinboB aq; joao 
uoi;oBjsi;BSsip si ojaqx uoqBMr) ui pa;oaja aq o; pasodojd si ;Bq; 
pira Bpig; b ;noqB ndBg o; Sui;tjav naaq aABq a^doad atnog ‘tioX 
o; a;ijM o; pa;uBM j qoiqAA ;noqB ja;;Bra jaq;ouB si aiaqx 

•spjBA\ia;jB arai; ajqBiap 
-isuoo B joj nipBJBd pmbq qoo; os[b j -aui padpq ;Bqx 'spooj 
Sainijoj anpisaj pioAB o; ojbd qoo; j iiopBjado aq; ja;jB sXBp n 
o; 01 ;noqB joj asBo Xui uj ■sqaaA\ OAq o; jnoj ;noqB joj uoi; 
-Bjado aq; ja;jB uopBinSaj ;aip ;noqB jnjaJBO Xjoa aq ;snin auo 
;ng -qomn ;ou si noi;Bjado aq; Xq pasnBO aauainaAUooni aqx 
•aiui; ;sBi uBdiAa-innipos ;suib8b sb arai; siq; pBq j qoiqAV Bisaq; 
-saBUB {BUids aq; o; anp si aouajajgip aq; jaq;aqM Aionq ;6u op j 
•aiqnoj; qons on sbav ajaq; arai; ;sbx -pjBq ajB S]oo;s -uopBnoBAa 
papqiqui ja;oniqds jauni aq; jo nisBds piBS XBpja;saX am pauini 
-Bxa oqAV Bpqsns •pa;Bdi;snoo niBinaj j noi;Bjado Xni aanig 

•aqB; o; ajBp a^doad 

Aiaj XjaA puB injuiBd XjaA si ;i ;na ’aonaunoai b jo sai;i]iq 
-issod aq; XpuauBiiijad saAOinai qoiqM ,,uoi;BJado P^SH 
SB UMOuq uopBjado ^BoipBi B SI ajaq; ;Bq; pio; iub j -asnBo 
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January 18, 1945 

MV DI AH rVARI r.Al., 

I note what you have written to me about some Birla mills 
tliat is propo^cvl to be erected in Gwalior State. The position is 
somelhinp like this. When a new mill is erected in the state the 
•State acquire land from the cultivators under the land Acquisi- 
tion Act whom they fjivc certain compensation and lease out the 
land to the mills only on the condition that it will be utilised by 
the mills as long as llic mills arc constructed on it and after 
that it will b: reverted to the state. It never becomes permanent 
property of the nulls. The compensation that is paid to the culti- 
v.itor is paid by the .state itself, I did not know anything about 
it until I reail of some agitation in the papers. On making 
enquiries I was told by the Manager what the position was. I 
have got no direct relation in this matter because the compensa- 
tion is paid by the state and the land is only leased out to the 
mills on rental basis. Yet I think that the compensation that is 
being paid by the .state is not adequate. I therefore, tried to 
persuade the slate to pay better compensation. But meanwhile 
the Communists started such an agitation against the state and 
against myself that the state have got prejudiced and they are 
not prepared to pay better compensation. I was never appro- 
ached by anyone. In fact in the beginning, before they started 
the agitation, had I been approached I might have been success- 
ful in persuading the state to pay more compensation. Even now 

lam trying. But by this agitation the situation has become a 

little complicated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Pvarelal 
Sevagram 



'Stri?jodcIns-ji3S [ooqos aqj Sm^iTsm m 
pspssoons SBq sq Avoq SatAvoqs poqos /Cub jo pB^ap /?ub u3at§ 
SBq Apoqojsj •uopBsqBiauaS pB si jj ’y^Bpoj appjB s^uBipUBqo 
-BoiB-^ avbs I -auo guijjodddns-jjas b jooqos /Cub Suiqura 
ur papaaoons SBq ano jr Sui/vvoqs jooqos b jo sjuuooob aanp 
-ojd oj /Cpoq/CuB aqq pinoqs i -uoiidaaap-jps aopoBid oj sjubav 
aq ssajun ji ‘ajnjBU Sapjoddns-jjas aqj ui saAaipq uopippsui 
iCuB UI uoijBonpa oiSBq Suponpuoo a^ou jsuf /Cpoq/CuB quiqj 
;ou op I ’uopupisui 3uiyoddns-jjas b papBo aq jaAau ppoo jj 
’/Cpisqns SupuBjg st ji uaqj ‘aoiid qSiq iC[Ouiajjxa ub jb siuapnis 
aqj JO sjonpojd aqj Sui/Cnq pajiBjs juauiujaAoo ji ‘asjnoo jq 
’Smjjoddns-jios aq p[noo uopBonpa jaqjo /Cub jo uopBonpa siqj 
jBqj aouauadxa no pasBq si sup puB aAoqaq oj aui joj ajqissod 
-lui SI ji }nq ‘jjBJO qSnojq; uopBonpa ui OAaipq /CjSuojjs j 

•jaqgiq qonui aq ppoAV 
ajnjipuadxa aqj asiAMaqio ‘piBd-AVOj ojb sjaqoBaj aqx 'Jood /Cjoa 
SI apis uoijBonpo aqj ijbjo jdaoxo asuBoaq uoijBonpa oisBq jou 
SI sup joX puy '000*6 1 ’SH JO ssoi pu b si ojatp snqx ’sjuapnjs 
aq) JO qjO/W aip jo s)yojd aip qSnojip pa)nqjj)uoo si 000*8 
•s-p qoiqAV JO jno ‘000*06 'S'd sasuadxa aq) ‘sup pujo ajjds 
uj 'jpojd aiuos )B joqjBcu aq) lu pjos st qoujAV ibijo)biu aanp 
-ojd /Caq) ‘oJoq guiiUBOj ojb /Cop) opp^V 'UopBonpa op)p /CjaA)a§ 
/(aq) )nq uouisijbjo pooS oiuoooq /Caq) osjnoa ^sjbo,C aajip 3ui)a[d 
-luoa J 0 )jv •siDofqns joq)o pans pun /CqdujSoaS ‘opauipiuB ujboi 
o) auip /Cub /Cipanq )o3 /Cop) )nq poA\ aijub jpuij-i ujBa[ /Caqx 
•jopBj aq) ui pBOAV )nq ijBjo ui Suoj)s /CijbjouoS ojb s)uopn)s aqx 
•s,-p aojqx opi o) oojp) /Cjuo puB /Cj)snpuj oi po) 0 /'iop ojb sjnoq 
Jiioj ‘sjnoq uo/vas [bjo) oip jo )no ’s.'p oojq) aip ipj/'is. 3 uoib uop 
-Bonpa ]BiJ)snpU} 3uia|3 si jfjaBpj ‘lUBjijsy ubOjbh ui ojoh 
• poijBj /Cjuo I puB ‘Supjoddns-jias popos oisuq b oqBui o) sjbO/C 
OA\) /CpBOii JOJ |B|j) B opBiu jjoS/Ciu j ’)ucuja)B)s B pons SuiqBin 
ui snopnBo ajoiu uoaq OABij pinoqs ndBp qsiAv j pans sb puB 
‘s)OBj /Cq paAOJd aq )ou pinoo qauj/'ii )Uoiua)B)s b si siq) quip) 
1 'poAv )Ou SI oij uoipw /CpBioadsa ndBQ ipiAV ouSjb o) o)Bq 
ppoAK I 'Supioddns-jias aq pjnoo iioi)Bonpo oisBq jBip ojojaq 
piBS pBq aq )Bq/\i pa)Badoj ndag aauojajuo3 uipBX luisi aq) jy 

‘iVHaiHviivuvNL Hvaa m 
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When Bapu says something about khadi, I can understand 
his theory. Khadi economically has failed if we measure it by the 
target that Bapu had set for it. But spiritually it has succeeded. 
But in talking of basic education being self-supporting, there is 
no question of spiritualism. I often interpret Bapu’s speeches in 
an Adhyatmic way and satisfy myself. But I fear it is impossible 
for me to accept Bapu’s contention that basic education or any 
other education can be self-supporting. Of course, I again 
repeat that I believe in education through craft which is a far 
superior method than the present method of education, but 
never in its being self-supporting. 

If you have got anything to say on this matter please do so, 
not by generalising things but by producing concrete facts and 
figures. 

Tours sincere}}’, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Naraharibhai Parekh 
Sevagram 
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SeVAGRAMj 

Via Wardha (C.P.), 
January 23, 1945 

DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I have your letter of 18th inst. 

I have shown it to Bapu. He was relieved to find that you 
were doing your best in the matter. The mere fact that some 
responsible people are exploiting the situation should not allow 

the just and legitimate interests of the poor to be jeopardised. 

If the Durbar does not pay heed to your advice it may be oes 
to put your project in cold storage or drop it altogether if i 
cannot be executed without bringing unmerited hardship on i 

poor. 



^sip 3UIOS pfeq I ‘sJaq sjb iioX usqM smsia jtioX sjsq 
I ‘uopBonpa JO xnsjs/vs m 3U pasodoad sqj spa^gsi sy 

•3UI 3>IBJ noy{ 

J3A3j3qA\ o3 [[Bqs I qsjsur jou op Xiu|B3J3o i ‘punj aqj joj sy 

•o§ A[Uib?j3o i[Bqs I q joj pasu b si sjaqj uaq/^ 
•ajBUiqo JO aSuBqo b joj rasBisnqjua aqqi 3ABq i -/{qiBdojnjBU oj 
JU3UIJB3JJ Xiu pauquoo 3ABq I jU3S3jd aqj joj -SaiqsiUBA /([/aois 
SI SU|CIU3J SS3UqB3AV JBq/A^ '0§B Suol p3JB3ddBS|p l^SnOD 3qx 

‘SVaWVAHSMYHO 'IHO 
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podsojioii III .(otipjMij tioipnj puu wo/j jo oiuniOA puji 

KVHOVAas 

IHHS 


SBpaiB/CqsuBqo 
\(pj33ms sJiiox 

qsiaiqdiuBd 

3S3q) q]oq u{ uo};b 3J33J oiuos puij Xuiu aq ’sSuiqi 
asaqj ijb pBaj o] auip puq ppiOAV nduj jaqioqAv japiiOAV j 

‘'iviu^VAd dvaa Ai'i 


St^Gl ‘ZZ XjunuBf 
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\(ID.133U1S iWlOX 

;avou Xq iubisui qi9[ oqi jo JO]joi (Ciu poAiaaoj OAuq jsniu no^ 
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Nvith some educationists. Training in the crafts should be 
thorough and must aim at making the pupils self-reliant. 

Why wait for details about the Dinshaw scheme? From what 
you say in this regard I have gathered the impression that if 
Rs. ten thousand were found inadequate the amount would bs 
added to by that much. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 
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Via Wakdba (C. P.), 
January' 25, 1945 


DEAR GHANSHYA>£DASJI, 

I have your letter of the 23rd inst. and the two pamphlets. 
A copy of the second part of the Flan of Economic Develop- 
ment had also been sent by someone else and is already 
in Bapu’s hands. He -will go through your pamphlet on Indian 


Currency also. 

I am sending something to 
see. 


Devdas w'hich I expect you 

Yours sincerely, 
P^’arelal 


Shri G. D. Birla 
New Delhi 



‘Sjsuniitii 

-ijSb ^uan^rajad aqj oj SniSaopq puBj aiqBAi^ino 

aqj jqj JU9J jBnuuB sqj sami; £Z JO ox ‘Z 

•(Uifejecllfe qi:^lx) SlSU 

-nqnojjSB ^uauBuijad aqi oi spuB[ ps^BSuai (ij&i) Joj 
JU3J [BtiiiuB aq; sauiii oS oj Ot^ uoi^Bsuaduioa /^Bd ox ’I 


:sn /(q ujoq aq qpw ajBjs 
oqj JO oinpaqos paxq aqj qqA\ pajBdiuoo sb spun;inou3B aq; o; 
s;uoui/CBd Bj;xo aq; ;Bq; puB s;sjjn;inouSB aq; o; uoi;BSuadmoo 
3 uia\oiioj aq; /(Bd pinoqs o;b;s aq; ;Bq; uoj;s333ns aq; apBiu puB 
‘uiBfffj ‘Bqns aq; q;iA\ j 3 ;;bui siq; dn qoo; sqiin Xra jo j 33 bubiu 
aqx ■siiB;ap ajota poas Xbiu i ‘;sajo;ui 3u|qB; si ndBg; aouis 
‘s;sun;inou3 B bp 3 bm aq; ;noqB jo;;oi jnoy? o; aauajajaj q;t/^ 

‘iviauvAd Hvaa aw 


Sm ‘93 -^JBnuBf 


IX 


TJBqBJB^sI 

‘smox 

qi3A\ Sujdaaq ojb no^ adoq j 

•no/i o; oiua; qBqs j ‘uoissnosip papBiap b pBq oABq aA\ a3;jY 
*ja;;BUi siq; ;noqB osjB ifndBa o; q[u; o; SuioS si ifnfBf pqs 
•a[qissodiui ss3[ jo ojoui si ;i a\ou SujuiB;qo saouB;suinoJio aq; uj 
•3ui;joddns-jias iioj;Bonpo aqBui o; ;inoqjip ;03 a si ;i ’UBid ano^C 
ssnosip o; J3q;a3o; J3q;B3 qsqs a^w -uBjpuBqoBiUB^i puB iaoq 
B qsy ‘irnfBj; o; ;no ;i pBOJ i ja;;oi jno<^ qSnojq; 3uio3 ja;jv 

‘ifsvawvAHSMViiD iivaa aw 

‘S 3 /^iunuBx 
‘(•d *0) VHa;iVA\. oia 
‘WV;iOVA 3 S 
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3. 1 o pay at the rale of 10 limes the annual rent to the 
permanent (Jrtrul) owners parti land. 

d. To pay at only I to 2 times to the temporary agri- 
culturists. 

I understand that the Suba has sent these recommendations 
to the Revenue Minister. The Revenue Minister, however, is 
hesitating to adopt these suggestions— though lie incurs no finan- 
cial liability in its acceptance — because he docs not want to 
create new precedence. He thinks these terms are not just but 
extravagant. The matter, however, I understand, will now come 
before the Executive Council and then it will be decided. 1 am 
trying my best to gel the decision in favour of these agricultu- 
rists and I hope 1 will succeed. 

You write that the just and legitimate interests of the poor 
should not be jeopardised. 1 agree. From the very beginning I 
have been taking sympathetic interest in their ease. They don't 
know it. Their leaders, on the other hand, have been carrying 
malicious propaganda against me attributing dishonesty and 
questioning my motives. I hope I would succeed in getting the 
state accept my suggestion. But to them, the success will be of 
abuse and malice. Do much events release good or evil forces? 
This is a petty matter. But big matters arc made of smaller ones. 

I feel troubled at times about the mentality of our people. 
Because we have learnt to believe that to achieve something we 
must resort not to peaceful and persuasive methods and mutual 
discussion but to malice, abuse and falsehood. In day-to-day 
activities of our life I find destructive mindedness. Constructive 
mindedness is supposed to be something bad. And so we arc 
also fighting amongst ourselves. 

Muslims arc abusing Hindus and Bapu the most. Hindu 
Sabha is abusing Congress and the League. The Congress sees 
nothing good in its opponents. In its own camp too there aic 
wheels within the wheel. There arc the Gandhilcs and the non- 
Gandhites, the Socialists and the Communists. Capitalists too 
have not escaped producing Socialists and Communists-' An 

the hobby of each of the group and the sub-group is to abuse 

the other. Two leaders belonging to the same label to insinuate 
and backbite against each other. I wonder where all this will 

lead to, 



sq 01 sBt} siqi puy ‘suBfuBjj oqi qji/A sSuijBOp stq tit soqiiduisxs 
ndBg SB snojsdajjsqo oqj spjBAvoi XiisoiouaS put? aouBJBaqaoj jo 
purj[ 31 UBS oqi dopAop oj sc oiojoiaip qoBOjdde iqSii aqx 
-puapi 3 JB 9 A\ qoiqAV iiiiAv ui 3 is/ts sqijo mq ‘suis jno /{jUBSsaoau 
lou ‘JOJ 31 Bldx 3 01 101 B 3 ABq 3 A\ SSB [0 B SB pUB 1 SUIB 3 b p 3 UUIS 

U 33 q 3 ABq iBqi iobj 3 qi SuiXuop ou si 3 J 3 qx 'anoouBJ jo pnj 
ABpOl sc SSB[D p 3 SS 3 SS 0 dSiP 3 qX ‘I^IBJ 3 q pinOA\ 3 SnB 3 J 3 A 30 SlBqA\ 
raojj OS op 01 ojnjiBX -spuBij jioqi jo ino sdqs ii sjojoq puB 
ssossod ABpOl SSBjO 2 ujUA \0 3 qi ipiqAt 3 AjlBIlIUI 3 qi JO lS 3 q 3 qi 
oqBui 01 SI oSiqop sqi piOAB oi Xba\ X|Uo oqx ‘soiiino^ip snop 
'U 3 U 13 J 1 qSnojqi ssjnoo jno joois oi OABq 3 /^ -oiiJi ooi /({iddBii 
-un SI sdnoaS snouBA jo /viqBiU 3 iu 3 qi inoqB ^Cbs no A iBq/^ 

•Suiop OJB noA iBqA\ puB ii poqq 3^ 'ndBg oi UA\oqs 
OABq I qoiqAV ‘AjBnuBf qi93 jo jsiioi p3i|Bi3p jnoA OABq i 

‘irsvai'tvAHSMVHO iivaa 

SP61 ‘c'^JBitjqoj 
‘(•d 'D) VHaiiYAV ujA 
‘I'lviiDVAas 
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iwnovAas 

avianvAX iiiHS 


SBpiUBAqsuBqo 
‘XldADOUlS SUllOA 

'SOSBOSip 

osoqi luojj JDjjns l.uop ooi j iBqi uojssojdiui Aub Suiibojo 
lou uiB I 3doq I -AiiJoioBjsiiBS puo iijAv 11 odoq j puy -avoia 
isnf puB iqSii B SuiitBi uooq Sitoic OABq i iBqi ( joipq os[bj b oq 
Abiu siqi) 3A3iioq j oiu ib popriq osnqB oqi pB jo oqds iq 'joheiu 
l|BUis siqi inoqB jiosjnoA o[qnoji ‘joAOAvoq ‘jou poou no;^ 

•uojiBnijs 

oqi IB possojddo jooj j osiiBOoq siqi pB uohuav OABq j ^.soAps 
-ano Suidpq oav ojb ing 'sn djoii po9 Abjai 'soApsjno jo osnBooq 
ojninj AiuooiS b ods AiquBaj j qsBj SujAvoaS si osBosip oqx 
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not in a spirit of virtue but as simple discharge of a debt over- 
due. The one consoling feature of the present situation is that 
the opportunity it presents is as rare as the peril is great. 

So it seems we arc likely to meet some time in March at 
Delhi. You must have seen the account of the happenings on 
the Independence D.iy at Sevagram and Bapu’s comments there 
upon. That reflects his present temper. He is filled with the up- 
surge of creative, constructive work, I have a feeling that we 
arc beginning to pull out of the morass. It is just a beginning 
but it is there. I am beginning to feel somewhat at ease with 
regard to Hapu. 

TIjc Bihnr happenings arc disquieting but our people certain- 
ly cannot be cNculp.itcd from unpardonable indiscretion. The 
root cause was again lack of firm faith in constructive work and 
its efficacy. .Anugraha Babu was here. We had from him first- 
hand account of the proceedings of the Bihar Congress Workers’ 
Assembly. He has gone back to Bihar and will meet the autho- 
rities there. There is some hope that he will be able to set 
things right. It all shows the need for extreme caution and wari- 
ness on our part. 

llase you seen the Nawabzada’s outburst against the 
Kasturba b'und? Suspicion with this type of people has become 
an obsession. How can one c.xpect any understanding with that 
mental background? To my mind it seals the fate of Bhulabhai s 
pourparlers. 

Yours sincerely, 
Pyarelal 


SuRi G. D. Birla 
S rVAGRAM 
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PS. In case you decide to come, I shall manage as it is. 

Seth Giianshyamdas Birla 
Birla House 
Albuquerque Road 
New Delhi 


15 


New Delhi, 

March 18, 1945 

Maiiatiima Gandhi 

Sevagram 

Wardha 

FEVER NORMAL SINCE YESTERDAY. COUGH PERSISTING ALSO WEAK- 
NESS. BECOMING NORMAL GRADUALLY. 

Ghanshyamdas 
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New Delhi, 
March 19, 1945 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Sevagram 

(Wardha) 

FEVER LEFT BUT COUGH STILL PERSISTING. AM TAKING TOAST 
VEGETABLE AND MILK NO BUTTER. WOULD YOU SUGGEST ANY 
CHANGE IN DIET, 


Ghanshyamdas 



-j-Bqxa puB guijiBiiui sqx ’saraj^ jnoj ;sb 3 I jb paiBsdai aq pinoqs 
asiojaxa aqj ‘pajsaSip si pooj aq; ja?jB jnq ‘Suinjoia aq; ni 
uaqB; aq pinoqs asiojaxa sujx 'sqqA^ aq? ub uBj-jaq}Baj b qqAv 
pauiiBj aq pjnoqs no/^ puB jtiB uado ui uaqBj aq p[noqs asiojaxa 
gniq:;Bajq siqx ‘UiBiq uiB-g aqBi SuiiBqui ajiqA\. ‘anoq ub j|Bq 
o; asiojaxa siqj jo pouad aqi qopj;s ubo no^ ’jaq^o aqi qqAV 
ajBqui puB qj^isou auo osoq xuTsyodtai si siqx 'i^ldaap a\Bqui 
•jaj:inq jo ^ou :jnq ‘sajqBjBa jaqjo aq; jo aranpA aq; aonpai ‘uoi; 
-saSipui aABq noX asBo uj ^gaitonsuoo noyC ajB qqui qontu a\ojj 
• jjBip aq; luojj pa;BJBdas ;ou si Jtioq aq; adoq i i;SBo; joj a;n; 
-i;sqns ja;;aq b aq piA\ BjqBq^ ^juiq; no^ ;poa ^j^bajvb iiA\ojq; 
paqoq puB ;daq aJB saiqB;a§aA asaq; qoiqAV ui ja;BA\ aq; sx 
i,paqooo JO mbj raaq; guiqB; noX ajy 6§uiqB; no/C ojb satqB;agaA 
;Bqy^ i,naqA\ puB ‘qonin Moq ‘;Ba noA op ;BqyV^ 'ja;;at siq; q;iM. 
saog qoiqA^ jo Adoo b laBjgaja; ssajdxg ub noA ;uas aABq x 
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ing exercise should be done with ease. How arc the bowels? Do 
you get good sleep? If you persevere in the exercise your cough 
will disappear soon enough. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 
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New Delhi, 
March 23, 1945 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Sevagram 

Wardha 

IMPROVING SLOWLY GOING TOMORROW BOMBAY. WILL WAIT UNTIL 
YOUR ARRIVAL. 

Ghanshyamdas 
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Sevagram, 
Via Waldha (C. P.), 
March 28, 1945 

CHI. GHANSHYAMDAS, 

Your telegram has just arrived. This I do not like at do’clock. 
If you wish to go to Mussoorie, then go. But you must stay 
there for some time. Give up the idea of going to Bombay. Let 
Rameshwardas also remain there. I shall manage. 

Blessings from 

Bapu 


Seth Ghanshy'amdas Birla 
Birla House 
Albuquerque Road 
New Delhi 
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jou op suiBjqsy 3 qx 'spunj jo p 33 u ui puB^s suoijnqjsui 
q }^7 puB pj£ ‘pU 2 3 qx -Xjouioiu raojj Suijtja^ raB j -soDjnos 
snoouBqoDSjOi mojj Xouom jo A\oq 3 ip 3 jnsu 3 oi opBiu Supq 
3 JB s]jojp [3 puB rasq 3 iEJBd 3 s B SI jBijdsoq sqi uo 3 jnjipu 3 dx 3 
•soiBjqsy 33 jqi oip puy *jUB|snpuipj jo pB 3 jds sip joj uSiBd 
-lUBO 3 ip ‘lUIjBX IB]S[ 3 ip ‘UOpBjOOSSy ,S 3 IJlSnpUI 33 Bpi/^ 3 ip 
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PlSnos s| p|B /Cjb] 3 uoui jsipjnj ou jBip jspjo ui jusjojpns-jps 
oui /{q dn los suopmpsiii oip oqBUi o\ 3 oi,(ji /Csnq uib j a\ou 
isnf '/{jqBJopisuoD posBOJOUi suq qjOAV Xra jo ooiniOA oqx ’Z 

•siqi pB no;< 1131 01 uoissiuijsd s^nqBg opnjoJd pouiBiqo 
puB iqSnos i -ssouhbuis jo ssouSjq jo uopssnb ou si ojoqx 
iuoissojduii 3uii33p B isnf jo onji sup si ^/qqiJoq <^ui inoqB 
soijinbiio oqBui puB oiuoo oi posn /^oqi i^ponijoj -sssuqois -^ui 
Suunp iiBo 01 0JB3 lou op Xoqi iBip 5iq os oiuoooq OABq pBSBJX 
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•)3Dui 0A\ ipun no/< 3uiiioi ouodisod oi oqn lou op i mu ‘noX 
Supssui ojojsq ooBid slip luojj oSpnq lOU pBqs i -lusiumioddB 
Xiu UIOJJ /{baib unj 01 SuiXji iub j iBip uboiu lou spop ‘osjnoo jo 
‘Siqx 'SpJOAS A\OJ B Ul JOANSUB jnOj^ pUDS UB3 noX pUB XbS 01 lUBAl 
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JO DNiHXOM Avs OX ivaa aooo v oxni N3Aa ■aaxsiH ox AxraoHxnv 
ON aAYH aAV xvHX MONM aA\ QNV SNOiivxmn "ano As. 0 M:a ox 
HonoNa xNaomaxNi aav 3 a\ 'asiAvaatixo ao anaawvHs vioni ao 
aavHaa no ivaa anv oxni oNiaaxNa ■aoa onioo aaaAs. a/A xvhx 

XHOnOHX QNV NA\ON5I IXa/A OS aAVH HOA WOHAV IVHa^fLLSVX 

QNV vxvx aaasAW ao saaia vNoa aiix ni xsnaxsia ao Noissaaaxa 
onana v nhaio 3avh ainoo aoa xvhx aAanaa ox asnaaa 
QNV oaNiva HOAW AaaA wv ‘voi-aaMV onv oNvaoNa ni avaa 
„ina3WVHS„ OXNI ^axNa ox Aaann aav 3 a\ xvhx oaxsaoDns 
aAVH ox aaxaoaaa a'av aoa xna aaxvaixnw savaaav aovnoNvi 
•ONvaoNa ox ONiaaaooaa Noixvoaaaa iviaxsnaNi xAoav 
XN3M3XVXS ssaaa aooA ao aaojaa ssaaa aaxiNA Naas xsAf 3 avh 
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BAPV~~A Vr:;cuc A^rorhtion 


S:’, H'l . ■VD'v’S'iT.; AL TnTG^vTION IS GOING PlUiXy AS A NON- 
OIKCUI r-rov AT ITS O-IVV T7i;pry;?r -ft jy_q q-^vn SECTvFTATJAT 

TO rvr-:.ANo »,s-r! 'vvmi a A'lnv to meeting rsorLE and 

STv'TY I aTITE MFTlIOnS OF rTOOVCTIDN AND SCItNTinC ACHIB"E- 
''•■AT. '!VSn.T AM GOING AT TETlSOSAL INCONOyNIENCE AND 

Vv 01 : D \ a :• Dr.orrrn idea ai-togetmoi but fob, tke fact that 
A irrvisr omC' ''.adi it not av^ong in BBiNaBLE must be 

C • TBI: P t'T'T. YOUB STATEMENT SlT.E TO BE CONSTRUED AS STRONG 


IMN'UNvI- 


''t DUB MOTiVlS AAnlElE -AS YOU USUALLY B.EFB.ATN 


•T.O'* !\EBISS:NG aw OEINTON AVHEN you do NOT know EL'LL 
FACTS. AM IIAMNG KAB,AC:II EOI.T.TEENTH AND COUNT ON O'DLT 
i: :-SS:nT- and FE.AYIT.. LEAATNG TOMOBBOW fob CALCUTTA. 

Ghanshyamdas 
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MaHAB.ALESHTv'AB, 

Yizy 9 , 1945 

ETH GHANSHY.AMDAS 

Royal Exchange Place 
Calcutta 

O'OUB AMB.E. M\’ STATEsrENT WAS NECESSABY IT DE.AIB 'WITH 
I-DEFOTHEnCAL CASE. NO H.ASTY OPINION. ST.ATEMENT EXPRESSES 
Ainv WHICH I HAAX ALAA'AYS HELD. YOU HAAX NOTHING TO 
BEGB.ET SINCE YOU T.ATA KaSTUB-BHAI PROCEEDING AATIOLLY 
UNOEFiaALLY. YOU HAAE MY BLESSINGS ANT) PRAYER IN TERMS OF 
Tiv'TSKING AND N.ABED INDLA. H.AND1NG PRESS BOTH AATRES. 

B.APU 
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^oafqo Monji os^b 'pus oi sgpqioBj \\e guipuDid 
SI puB :jxsiA T 2 qons o^oiuojd oj snoixuB ajmb si :jn3iiiui3AO0 
sqj i|§noqj osodjnd s^jusranjsAoo sqj saios oj lou si psfqo 
Jiaqj aouig ’siaqi Snipasoojd oqAV ssoq; jo aouajsp ut ut 
‘si uoissiiuqns Kpq 'Sib sidoad sav p3;|iAV-iinp A\oq SA\oqs ^^[duiB 
uoissiuiqns Xcn Aq paqoAoad j3avsub aqj jo ssaudJBqs aqx 'ssaJd 
aq; o; ;i oi A[dai Ani puB lUBjSaiaj anoA qioq pasBajaa aABq i 
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oj ?ao?aj Soijiiq-paBq b aAi§ o; AaBssaaau A[ajTqosqB sbav ^ 

•pBoaqB uopoadsm JO anoj b SuiqBin ajiqAV uiBjmBUi 
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ni pBOjqB gaioS joa aaB noA ?Bqj ;uTod aqj ssaajs asaqj qjog; 
•aaiPi oj uajiUAv SBq b}bx •raBagapj b am juss OABq no^ 

•raaBq on si aaaqi uaqj ‘juaraqmraoa Aub SuiqBra jnoqjiA\ noij 
-oadsni ub ;snf oj jisia papafoad anoA auqnoo noA jj -sguiAiSsira 
amos aABq j Ajqpn sji aoj sb jnq ‘rasBisnq^ua anoA aaimpB j 
‘jaAO aoiA\j pBaa j qoiqAv aajpi anoA jo idiaoaa ni ran j 
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tlic Government has in view. And since we arc aware of it, 
wliy play the Government’s game by going at all? The Govern- 
ment has been plainly told that so long as the political prisoners 
continue to rot in jail, we should not be expected to place 
orders with British firms for capital goods. And now that this 
much has been made clear there is no harm in such a visit. If 
the visit nets some advantage it should be spurned. This should 
be our policy so long as the people arc debarred from taking 
the reign of Government in their own hands and so long as 
they expressly do not deserve us to benefit from such advantages. 

Please convince your colleagues of the inofiensivc character 
of any submission, provided they are sincere in their protesta- 
tions of injured innocence. 

Take care of your health and try to improve it during your 
sojourn. 

I had written a letter about Dinshavv. You must have 
received it by now. 1 had sent the letter to your New Delhi 
address. Herewith its copy. With Dinshaw it has become an 
obsession. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 


Enel. Copy of letter about Dinshaw. 

PS. In case you find my statement free from any 
blemish, please try to pacify Tala and the others. 
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May 14, 1945 

Mahatma Gandhi 
M ah A nAUlISUWAR (S atara) 

HAVn mUiN DHTAINI'D m-CAUSR PLANH DRLAYKD. LHAN'ING AS SOON 
AS PLANls AVAlLAnLR. MY PRANAMS TO RAJAJI. 


Ghanshvamdas 



AUT3 ui 1S3J3JUI jsoi j putj 95^^131 moA soiBO udip injt ‘tioii^iulit 
sqj jdaooB oi uoispap /^ui puiqaq ‘ooj pApora poppod suios 
St3A\ 3J31IX ./AlUpiJSO SO;»^„ ‘plBS 1 'oS O') 0JT30 pinOA\ X Ji psqs-E 
SBA\ puB psjiAUi snip osoip JO 3UO SBM I •puojqB o3 oj sjdoad 
p3qs|nSupsip oinos 3 )iaui /C[uibxj 3 D pinoAV ju 3 U 1 UJ 3 aoo 3qj 
JBl[J X33JJ3 311) JO XU3ra3)BJS S,/^OJ30IA Sqj OVaVO J3XJB3J3qX 

'OX doxs B xnd 3q xsnra 
‘ii3i{x pjBs pBi[ I ‘suix 'Xoodsoj sup in ^xiApoB iBiogyo jo sjnxBsj 
JBinSoi B oiuoosq I13ip pBl[ 1[011{A\ SXjSIA ^SXJOdxO uSl3JOJ JO 
XSOD xuBXiqjox3 oip ip|A\ sn 3uu3qiunDU3 sbm xi puBq j3ipo oqx 
UQ 'pBOJqB o3 ox sn 3upX!lUJ3d XOU SBA\ XU31UUJ3A0£) 3ip pUBl] 
Olio 3ip UQ 6 AjAV ‘poqSB J 'AlOq-AlOUq OlJpUOIOS pUB SOOUBApB 
lBDl3o|OUlj03X XSOAIOU Oip O) pjB3oj Ut JB3l[ pllB 03S pjnOAV 3A\ 
XBipi JO o3p3{A\ouq jno Bipuj ox qoBq 3uuq ox sn ojqBUo pinoA\ 
ippiAi sjB[[op on ip|Ai sn 3inpjAOJd sba\ xf Jsxoqop oabij ox sn 
SuiAlOllB XOU SBA\ X| iSXJOdSSBd on 3ujnss[ SBM II ‘sn ox UOpBJOdO 
-03 3u|pU0XX0 XOU SBAl XUOUIIUOAOO OljX i pU3 XBip OAOlipB OX 
S(?BA\ osiAop OX .^ijoudBo UA\o jno III xdnjquBq os oa\ ojb popuoxui 
SBAl XBipV SBA\ X)pBdBO OAponpOJd JIIO III OSBOJOUl UB Jj XBqX 
XOOJJO UI piBS I ‘AoUOlU S^JOAbU-XB) oip JO SUIJO) UI XpSOD 0X|nb 
OJOA\ ‘ipU|A\ SOpOB) dlJOip ipns OX SupJOSOi JO lUOpSjAV oip Sill 
-Suoipup xuouiO)B)s oi|qnd u posn si i ; iioisbpq JoSo^i oip ouibd 
lUOip ipiAV Suoiv 'AJPBdBO OApOlXpOJd SpiOpBU Oip SulSBOJOUj JO 
suBoui puB s.Cb.w oq) ojojdxo ox Bjpui xpiA 0) poxiAui uooq pnq 
s)jodxo JO joqiunu B (iBf UI OJOAV noA* uoipw 'oaoiuoj ox oiu joj 
(Obssooou si )i qoiqA\ iioisuoqojddBSiiii ipniu posnBo sBq pBOjqB 
ujnofos Siiipuodiui Xiii xBip xobj oip SuiAUop ou s} ojoqx 

'AjJOA\ pinoqs I 'iiisppuo pooipnfojd 
oSBjnoosjp ox pojiBj SBq xj ji xoX piiy •SuipuBxsiopunsiiu jo 
10 [ B OAOIUOJ ox pOAJOS OABlj OSlIodSOi jnOA piIB OJjAl XllI JO 

iiopBoqqnd oqx ’noX o) ojia\ aui xuos x Aij.w sbai ipiipw ssojj oqx 
qSnojip )i o) poi[doi OABq xoii pinoo i 'ssopsoj oiu opBui pnq 

XU 0 llI 3 )BJS JUO^I^ 'SSOJJ oip O) JOAISUB JUOA pUB lUBjSopX -“ilU 
qxoq posBopj noA x^Ul oiu joj AjnSiiB Xddnq b sbm xi 'oiu 
joj SupiBAi joxxoi Jiio.'C punoj \ Aupox ojoq poAUJu I uoq^Vi 

‘fidva YAfnd 
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such visit abroad. But as it was I who had originally raised the 
issue and since the Government had chosen to act on my 
suggestion it became my duty not to shirk my responsibility as 
I had already accepted the Government’s invitation. In fact, I 
did try to wriggle out of my commitment but without the 
Viceroy's express sanction it would have appeared to be an 
unseemly conduct on ray part to abstain from undertaking such 
a visit. 

How did the idea of our placing any orders happen to enter 
your mind ? I myself do not know. Would these Britishers 
relish the idea of our going to America as well for this purpose? 
Besides, it would be a superfluous effort on the part of any one 
of us to go all the way to England for the purpose of placing 
orders when the hostels here are packed to capacity with those 
who are here to book our orders. And those who do place 
orders do so even as it is. And if somebody wants to expand his 
productive capacity there is nothing wrong about his placing 
orders for capital goods inasmuch as it is in our own interest. 

In order to meet the challenge of the present shortages it is 
absolutely necessary for us to add to our existing capacity in 
order to produce more. But it is not at all necessary to go to 
foreign countries for this purpose, nor is any one of us going 
for this purpose alone. But if by orders you had meant orders 
for some public understanding(s), it should have been taken for 
granted that those of us who are going are not the sort of 
people to be taken in by anybody. It would be a matter of 
regret if after so much experience of these topranking business- 
men you should ever entertain any such notion about us. You 
may not even suspect, but your statement had vitiated the at- 
mosphere, though it also did some good. The good it has done 
lies in the fact that those of us who had hitherto been weak- 
kneed will now grow more cautious. It has also lent strength to 
men like me. This is a concrete gain. But the harm comes from 
the fact that in present-day India our internal dissensions and 
divisions have reached the danger-point. Of late this process of 
mutual dissensions has received a fresh impetus. We suspect 
each other’s motives; we level charges against each other. This is 
injurious to our vital interests. First, there are divisions enough 
to begin with; then there are sub-divisions among classes. 
These divisions do not spring any sort of ideological conviction 
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frpimq mniJoiBU^S aqX 'SRl ;noqB sppap 
suios pssti {{[M os[B Suo •;! yiqs u’Bo yCsqj ‘sAoqB psuoi^uatn 
pjAi 3no|B sj3q;ojq n p 3 (Jdinb 3 si Snrppnq looqss 3 q:i i 3 yY 
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more pipe-fittings. Just because assurances have been given to 
me about Nasik, it does mean that no other suggestion is possi- 
ble. Nature cure is a very important place of public service. If 
the work there shows satisfactor)' progress its scope can be 
enlarged to an extent not easy to visualise at the present 
moment. The factor of Dinshaw’s place in this farniework will 
also have to be worked out. If before taking a final decision 
you deem it necessary to consult me, then you can come here 
for this purpose provided you have the time for it. If you think 
correspondence will serve the purpose adequately, then you 
need not bother about coming here. Granted I am deeply in- 
terested in this kind of activity, you should not be oblivious of 
the fact that I am supervising its final shape in a spirit of com- 
plete detachment. If I am to live for 125 years, it is absolutely 
necessary that I should cultivate an attitude of non-attachment, 
carrying it to the point when man may be considered qualified 
enough to reach the ideal state of mind. How far this is possi- 
ble, or if it is possible at all, I cannot say because I do not 
know. And why should I strive to delve into God’s secret? For 
me it is sufficient to feel content that I am doing my duty while 
at the same time keeping my ej'es fixed on the ideal state, the 
ultimate in realm of perfection. But I do know that it is not 
easy to attain to that ideal state. But I have spent a lifetime 
doing the impossible. 

Blessings from 

Bapu 
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Poona. 
November 4, 1^45 

CHI. GHANSHYAMDA5, . , , 

As the result of his talks with your brother Dinshasv . - 
lost all enthusiasm for Nasik. Since the idea about Nasik ms 

thus been given up the idea of the Nasik project a so s a ^ 

cancelled. Let the building function as at present. If his in c 
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noX /C[qBrans3Jd ‘noX ;s3J3iui ^qSira qoiqAV J3W3| b qqM3j3H 
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talk, but tall talk all the same, not calculated to benefit any- 
body. 

There is, however, one redeeming feature. This gentleman’s 
expectations are quite modest. I am going to send him some- 
thing. In case this letter evokes your interest in its writer you 
can call him and have a talk with him. To me this gentleman 
appears devoted to his science. 

Humbly yours, 
Ghanshyamdas 
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Poona, 
November 18, 1945 

CHI. GHANSHYAMDAS, 

You did all you could about the Nasik land. I have not the 
least doubt about that. Dinshaw is blessed with a queer nature, 
but as a man he is transparently good. He is catholic in his views, 
in his own simple-minded way. He is the only man in the whole 
crowd of naturopaths on whom my eyes are fixed. Whatever good 
qualities he possesses I shall make ample use of in order to 
place this mode of treatment within the reach of the poor. That 
is why when I found him lukewarm in his enthusiasm for Nasik 
I dropped the idea. I also decided to make a beginning right 
here in order to conduct the Centre for the benefit of the poor. 
Till now those who have come for this mode of treatment have 
been the rich, the poor trudging after them hesitatingly. From 
now on the process will be reversed : first the poor, then the 
rich will find accommodation here. The rich will enjoy exactly 
the same facilities as the poor. But special emphasis will be 
placed on keeping the place clean through strict observance 
of the rules and regulation. This is a rather onerous task and 
at the fag-end of one’s life one should not develop so much 
attachment for things mundane. But for so long Wardha has 
been in a state of lethargy. Now this has given place to a nc\v 
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Poona, 
July 12, 1946 

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS, 

As you know, you as the holding trustee had sanctioned 
the deposit of the Kasturba Fund amounting to between 
Rs, 10 to 15 lacs in the Central Bank and the UCO Bank as a 
fixed deposit. The Central Bank allows an annual interest at 
the rate of 1-3/4% and the UCO Bank 2-1/4%. Since the Trust 
is a philanthropic body I would like the entire amount earned 
by the Banks from loan to the Government and other parties 
to be surrendered to the Trust. This would mean that the Trust 
would then be earning about 3% by way of interest. I am 
writing to Sir Homi Modi about the interest the Central Bank 
allows to the Trust, and this I am writing to you in your capa- 
city as the chairman of the United Commercial Bank. If you 
could find your way to paying 3% interest it would be a good 
thing indeed. 

I am leaving for Panchgani tomorrow, so please send your 
reply there. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 


Shri Ghanshyamdas Birla 
8 Royal Exchange Place 
Calcutta 
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Valmiki Mandir, 
Reading Road, 
New Delhi, 
August 27, 1946 


my dear ghanshyamdasji, . . 

lam feeling much worried about a cousin of m 
recently went to Calcutta to join the Medical School 
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nicair. to gel him admitlcd in some mental clinic. I only v/ant 
you lo send him to the Agra Mental Hospital and to pay for 
his expenses. At present he is at Cavmpore. He shall have to be 
fetched to Delhi and then sent to Agra. So this v/ill entail 
some additional expenditure. The Agra Asylum will cost Rs. 70 
per month, 

I do hope you will not let me go away disappointed. 

Yours, 

< Sarasv/ati Devi 
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Valmiki Mandir, 
Reading Road, 
New Delhi, 
September II, 1946 

DEAR GH AN.SFIVAMDA.SII, 

I have your note. This sister wanted to see Bapu, I asked 
her not lo lake his time. She seems to be a good woman who 
has seen better times. Hers seems to be a genuine case of dis- 
tress, I had asked her to write to you so that her case may be 
decided on its merits according to your usual policy in such 
eases. 

The original letter is being returned herewith. 

Yours sincerely, 
Pyarelal 


SlIFTTH G, D. Birla 
New Delhi 


Enel. I 



SVaWVAHSNVHO 

•A 3 on'i anvo iNaom aniAV ‘VAinoivo ^oa moh^oivox 
ON iAvai asodOHd sariNixNOD ssaNsnoiaas ai -aaaoaa hxia\ S3xvx 
OMV ONixaaw axvxniova ox na\.ox ni awix Ava ONinna xsvai 
XV Avxs aaaoHS an aiav^isaa osiv saoNva'anxsia aaAvaNau 
ao asnvoaa vxxnoivo ni avxs s.nava ONOioaa xsaoons 

(vxxnoiv3 avajsi-ivoNaa) anaaaos 

NVHXHSIXVaa laVH^ 
iviaavAj 

9f6l ‘61 Jaqopo 


£I 


iviaavAj 


•ONixiaAv -aaAiaoaa 

aaxxai "anoA •a'aiAV onv noixionod a-amDNa aiono -aoNiaavH 
AQvx NI 300 HS NHOSNi 'aoa xNHWxvaax aaoNfi aanxow 


iHiaa Avajsi 

avo-a anl)'aant)naav 
vaaig svqwvahsnvho 

9t^6l ‘n Jaqopo 
‘xoiaxsiQ nvH3vojs[ 

‘rNVOwva : aoiaao wv^oaiax 

‘iiH3^ifv;3; dwvo 
‘IHQNVO VWXVHVH WSSO 
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Personal 

Dattapara, 
November 12, 1946 

DHAR GHANSHYAMDASII, 

Yesterday was Bapu’s day of silence. All the same he visited 
the villages of Noakhali and Sonachak and Khilpara. At 
Noakhali 8 people had been murdered including a schoolboy 
of 15, Four skulls and charred remains of the bones were scat- 
tered all over the place. The houses had almost all been burned 
down. In the house where the boy v/as murdered his school 
books and freshly written exercise books v/ere drev/n over the 
floor. The betal nut and the cocoanut trees surrounding the 
house were also scorched. Everyone v/ho remained had been 
converted including a deaf and dumb man v/ho by piteous 
signs showed the tuft of hair in a piece of cloth which had been 
cut and to which he still clung. The few women that remained 
were all weeping and wailing in a heart breaking manner. At 
sonachak the places of v/orship had been desecrated and set 
fire to. Broken images lay on footpaths and in the debris inside 
the ruined temples. The family of Thakores — ^Thakore Badi— 
known for its orthodoxy and distinguished men of learning it 
had produced owned one of the temples which was several 
centuries old. Its 200 members had all been converted. They had 
all been rescued. In this village the same piteous v/eeping and 
wailing of women met Bapu. 

This morning Bapu told us that he had decided to disperse 
the party sending each one member to one village including 
the ladies. Those who have not the courage or the faith to do 
so or those who cannot control their anger against Muslims 
should go back. The Harijan should be carried on by friends 
like Kakasaheb, Kishorelalbhai, Narharibhai, etc. If they can- 
not cope with it, it should be stopped. 

His low diet continues. On top of that is the physical and 
mental strain of touring and seeing awful sights and hearing 
dreadful tales wherever he goes. As to when he will resume his 
normal diet would depend upon the news from Bihar, Bihar 
has to show genuine repentance, he says. 

Yesterday we visited Gomatoli, A girl from this village v/as 


AVOH ‘painonoqsip pnB psiisAuoo Xyqiojoj pajspjnra 
3J3AV yCsq; ijps ‘os pip Xsqx '^suom sabS /^sqi ji X^ojbs jo ssoubj 
- tissB U3Ai§ 3JSM Aoqj J3JBT[ *uo Xbjs oj tnsqj psonpui oqM puB 
soojjiraraoo ao^ad ojni saAjasraaqj pajnjpsuoo p^q oqAv sraiisti])q 
aqj Aq /^jajBS jo saouBjnssB uaAiS aiaAV i^aqj Xbs snpuijj aqx 

•uo os puB ‘raiq 

aAi§ yCaq; jBqA\ jsa puB sniqsniAi aip jo jspira aqj ur /{bjs ppo/A 
ajj •sraijsnpq puB snpuiH uaaMjaq aoBad si ajaqj pij pSuag 
jsBg aABaj oj jou pauiiujajap si nd^g pn^q jaqjo aqj uq 

•ujiq 

A\ouq jou pip i^aqx ‘raiq qjiAV op oj Suiipou p^q iCaqx qfiqpn'Bo 
oj uajsq oj paj^dajd jou aiaAV /Caqx 'iaAajBqA\ aajTOiBtiS 
ou aAig asiMjaqjo pinoAv jnq op o; raaqj qa; sjap^a^ anSBaq; 
aqj j^qAv op p]noA\ Xaqj Xbs Ajnado Xaqx ‘suijb qjm snpuijj 
paqoBjiB jajBj uara /{jaA asoqj jng •inB[si jsuibSb ajaA\ sSupiJ 
asaqj jeqj jaq qjiAV paaj§B sraqsnjAl sq; piBS aqg -BUBqSsBQ 
jB guiqjOA\ SI raBBiBSsnjmv *3uinaqois si jibjjb ajoqAv aqx 

•qjBap OJ aiiop ajaAV uaiu uaayq 
os •gaiujora jxau aqj j[ij auoXuB puas jou pinoo aq piBS jaogjo 
aqj jng -BJBdBjjBQ JBaa paqoBjjB aaaAv Asqx '^l^Bd aqj anosaj 
OJ uaui siq puas oj uiiq jo pa§3aq puB jaaj sjaogo /{jbjiiiui 
aqj uo qaj ajj 'BJBdBjjBQ oj ubj puB padBosa ubui auQ idSMo 
jBqj ui smaB Sui/^jjbo ojoav i^aqj qjJBa uo Xq^ -ajq oj siapjo ou 
pBq i^aqj piBS /^aqx *9ig oj pasnjai pjBug aqx 'uiaqj paqoBjjB 
sjuBajosiui aqx 'spjBuS pauiJB oa\j jo ajBo aqj japun panosaj 
Suiaq ajaAV ajdoad iBJOAas ‘pjoj ajaA\ aA\ ‘qojBiuoQ luojjj 

•Suioq aiuij aqj JOJ avoi aq oj pajBd 
-aid ajB /^aqj A\aiA ui pua jBqj qjiAv puy ’SuiqjiCuB Suiop /^jpjBq 
ajB /CjBjqiui puB aoqod aqj qgnoqj uaAa ‘aiqissod sb uoos sb 
/{jBjqira aqj jo pu jaS oj si ajisap auo Jiaqx oj jJOAaj 

pjnoqs no/{ ‘no/{ qaj o\\ uaqAV uo aojBq 'avou snpufH sb oai] 
^OA» ‘snpuiji aqj ppj aABq <^aqj saoB[d /Cubui uj 'aaqod oqj puB 
/[jBjqiui aqj jo /({Uo piBJjB ajB siuqsnpq aqx 'luaqj oj paiiadduq 
3uiqj,{uB ji saauanbasuoo ajip qjiAv jBpiquBqQ aqj paujBAV 
/^jajaAas puB uo Abjs oj uiaqj papBiisjad Bjaqons 'sn qjiA'i Kbavb 
auioo OJ pajUBAV /Coqx ’auog puq oav jbjjb pajnoasjad aq pinoAv 
/^aqj jBqj piBJjB XqBjJoiu ajaA\. XquiBj BjpnqsuiE^j auo puB 
SJOABBAV OA\j qojBra&r) uj -SuiuJoui aqj ui paujnjai puB jq3iu 
JB Xbajb uaqBj ajB uatuoAv saoBid iBJOAas ui a\ou uaAg 'sXBp 
p-£ jajjB JBpjqnBip aSBqiA aqj qSnojqj poujnjaj puB paAouiaj 
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could they rely on ihc word of these men now and return to 
l^^•e in their midst. The miscreants— those who had organised 
tltesc diabolical crimes in broad day-light— are still at large, 
TIie\' arc not being rounded up. In a meeting held on the day 
before yesterday I was told by one of the Government official’s 
that there were at least a thousand miscreants who could have 
been identified on the spot. But they had been promised safe 
conduct at Bapifs prayer gathering. How can there be security 
till these miscreants are rounded up? 

There arc suggestions that there should be big settlements 
of Hindus in East Bengal. Bapu does not like the idea. Tliat 
cannot officr safely against thousands. If they must leave East 
Bengal they should go to a Hindu m.ajority area — ^\S’'est Bengal, 
Assam or Bihar. But it is more easily said than done. Tlic 
trouble is not communal. It is political and the solution can 
only be found by the political leaders of both the communities. 

Yours smccrcly 
Pyarelal 
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CAivfp : DumuARA, 
November 13, 1946 

Simi GHANSm'A>-tDASJI, 

The accompanj'ing is from my brother and is meant tor 
Sardar. He wants you to go through it and then to arrange to 
send it to him. XS^ro knows how long it will take the censure to 
clear it. 

XXHiat you may ha^^e read in the papers is nothing comp.wca 
to what has been actually happening here. And on top ol all 
this is Bapu’s grim resolve to stay out. How all this is going to 
end only God knows. Maybe Champaran is being re-enacted 
here, nuaybe East Bengal is going to be the gra\’cyard ol us all. 

It is amazing how Bapu manages to carry on m spite of so 
much strain, and with half-stan'ation diet. 



3M ‘raiq ijiTM oj p3A\oiiB U3oq jiasXin jo Bjiqsns PBh 
01 33jgB niA\ aq iBip Xpqjiun si ii mg uanaq sSuiqj psSBUBia 
3ABq pinoM X opis spdBg /(q upraoj o; paAVopB uoaq i p^xx 

•SI XpB3J[B A\ou II SB popusdsns 
II dooq 01 ‘ijnomip suioos iBqi ji ‘piiB uuo Xaqi isaq se oSbubui 
01 TJBqjBjq; puB iBiuoiisj-;^ siubav ndBg iidCud}j inoqy 

•ajnpj 01 /CiJoqq oqi pOAVogB 
oq i[}A\ luiBJisoj jopun suiiisniAi oqi isuib3b joSub jo Suqooj 
.qoqi dooq oi 0|qBun ojb jo sooBid qons joj ojbd iou op oqA\ 
osoqx 'soSbiiia luqsniAi ui uoiqsod Jioqi oqBi oi pojinboj oq 
os[B [iiA\ XiJBd oqi JO sjoqiuour oibuioj oqx 'Ujoouoo OApnpxo 
s.ndBg oq hia\ oidood osoqi jo XpjBS oqx 'oSbuia joq jo siq 
01 lunioj 01 SujiijAi suioos sooSnjoJ oqi Suouib ouo o^q ‘JoqpSoi 
Alls 01 poAvojiB oq XiJBd oqi jo sjoquioui oojqi qiAV oJoqAvoxq 
•so3bi[ia luojojjjp UI sn jo ouo qouo uopBis oi puB AJBd oqi 
puBqsjp 01 ojjsop sjq possojdxo SBq ndug ‘ojoq s3uiuoddBq oqi 
JO s|iBiop ijnj oqi noX oa|3 ii}a\ sjodod 3ujXuBduioooB oqx 

:uoii 

-U011B s^JBpjBg JOJ poujiuqns Xnnjpodsoj st Suiavouoj oqx 
9^61 ‘£1 JoquiOAONj 

ojnsopua 


•s 


•ipftiu svqi X\uo .\upox 
•[pA\ XjqBJiuipB uiL’Jis oqj qjiA\ 
SuiXdoD SI oq ‘iijjs -osooinS dn iioai 3 osju suq udB^i 

•AdoD si; qiiAVOJOj i 

•poJip JupjBS qouoj ii|A\ II A\0H -pBoisui ifiUBiudij^x JO 
OJBO oqi 01 poisiuiuo sba\ i; 05 •ojoduA\B3 iu 3uiddojp 
oq pinoA\ oq pais oq ing qfiuuJisinx qSnojqj ojusopuo 
si| puB joipj siqi puos 01 SBA\ uBjd ibui3|jo oqx 'Sd 
9t'6l JoquiOAOM 


iqiqsns 

tUOJf SUtVUOJJ 


•[pA\ noX spuij siqi odoq { 


sot' uoiiinoQssv onbnifl V—fldYU 





luop oj psirijoj STJA^ iioii|A\ oai^iinuioo aip jBqj si 

•53ip siif JO sraaji 

uiBui oqj aiBinoj jojbai jnuuoooD puB soSqbjo 'isjBAv uijbai 
- o>[n[ ‘XsuoH •sniuiBoj }sbj b ipunBf oj ?b9ji{} siq paijsijBS poj 
JOII soop J[3SUI{q 3l[ SB 3U0( Og •SpB3q p310A3p ano UO pjOAIS 
SpiOOlU3a oqil SuiSuBlJ SI ;SBJ B IJOUnBI 01 IBOJqi SJH ‘pSusa 
ISBg 01 ujnioj lou s3op oobocI sb Suoj os ooBid siqi jo ino Jiis 

lou I|JA\ 31} ‘ssinoo JO ‘puy ‘UBlSIljBJ pUB Bfpuj — SUOpBU OAVl 
oiu| iijds ^JiunoD oqi pj O) lou psuimaopp st puB oip jo op oi 
A\ 0 A B U3>[B1 SBq ndBQ inq ‘jBSuog is9A\ ^bo lUBSsy 

•uoininiis iBoUog 1 SB 3 3qi qiiAi 3ui}B3p Bipuj jo B3pi 3qi qsipj 
lOu soop ndBg 'U33S oq 01 suiBinoj uoiiBniis iBUijouqB siqi 
qi{A\ odoo 01 op uBD jU3mujOAO£) iBSuog oqi icq^^Y 'BnnojBQ 
ui ooABq poiBOJo SBq ‘qooiJi ssija} ‘joi|sia ^^pB} uSiojoj iBqx 
•poiBoqduioo <<i3uisB0J0ii| SuiuioDoq si uoiiBniis oqi snqx 

• 1 U 300 UUI oqi dn Suipunoj 
SI ooqod oqi ‘.Cjiuouno -Sb}} siq puu sjopjo siq ijijAv pouinpj 
A\ou SBi} puB Suiiooiu B puoiiB 01 BiinoiB3 01 uooq SBq qoqBg 
UfppnsuiBg -soouojjodxo jioqi jo unq ipi oi ouioo oi pouipui 
A\ou s{ uioqi jo oiiojq 'joijBOJoqi uoos iqSq.CBp puojq ui 
pojoqoinq oq p(noA\ Xoqi rquoAv sba\ ojq Jioqi sb qoniu sb uboiu 
pinoAS sjqi iBqj pouoioj Xoqx 'lonpyoo Xiuioosun jjoqi joj uioqi 
01 oziSoiodB 01 popBiisjod oq pjnoo siudino oqi iBqi poisoaSns 
-soouonbosuoo miouos ojoiu jo iBOjqi jopuu iqSiuiOAO 
poqsBAMHBjq uooq puq i^oqx ’uioi}! oi poiiodduq pBq pjBA\oi 
-un 3ujqii(uB pqi pojuop soAjosiuoqi snpujji 'oaBjino oqi jo 
ouoos oqi poqsjA oav uoqAv ‘sti p(o} joiib| oqx ‘luoqi oi ouop 
uooq puq luqAv jo q[oj ua\o Jtoqi p|0] sjojoqns osoqi Jo oluos 
XBpjoisoX ojojoq ,<Bp oqj^ 'oouBisisoi jo puiq Xub da ind oi 
ssoj qonui ‘qinoiu siq uodo oi oaBinoo oqi puq ouou ouop sba\ 
siqi uoqA\ Xjjouuoj ’‘duiujoiu i\ou oqi poiunioj puB Sujuoao oqi 
uj poionpqB oq uibSb pinoA\ q|OjU3iuoA\ jioqi uib3b }i pip .^oqi ji 
inqi luoqi pjoi puB su oi iisia jroqi jo Avouq oi oiubo siuqsnjq 
oqx ’oououodxo Jioqi jo (pi oi sii oi oiubo sjojojjus osoqi 
JO OlUOg 'ooqoi SBA\ lUBjq lUBN} Olio Siqi pUnOJB SOSiqjlA OAjOAVl 
omos U| pUB OpiAl pUB JBJ UOj'.SUOJOdO.l sil puq A’pOOBJl PjOJ 
-OAM sjqj^ “pojjnq oq oi A’loiBiuiqn puB poiuuioio oq oi poA\o|iB 
lou SBAV .<poq Jopj -pojp oqs uoqx ouiji oiuos unqs} oiui 
poDJoj uooq puq uouioai npui}} b ojoqAv oaiqijA b poqsiA o^\^ 

•BOJB siqi ui iquuioj oi npujji ojSujs b Avoqu lou pinoA\ 
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with the twin situation of Behar and Bengal and which did 
exert itself in respect of Bihar should now get busy doing some- 
thing about Bengal as well. My humble suggestion is that Bapu 
should be told of this personally. At present I am writing this 
while I am with Bapu, but if the present ugly situation worsens, 
it will be difficult to make for the affected villages. 

Bapu is thinking of raising funds for the relief of the 
families of the culprits rounded up so far. One Adidin, a colony 
officer, was here till the 10th. His personal diary records the 
names of 400 such culprits. Then the rumour went round that 
he has orders from above to be easy on names. Maulana has 
been here to ensure a modification. If only we could manage to 
get a copy of that personal diary, it would be of some substan- 
tial advantage to us. 

Pyarelal 

(From Gujarati original) 
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Calcutta, 
November 18, 1946 

MY DEAR PYARELAL, 

I had your letter and also the copy of the letter to Sardarji. 
I had also a letter from Sushilaben. I had many letters from 
Thakkar Bapa. They all, more or less, tell the same story. It is 
all a very sorrowful reading. Against this I enclose herewith a 
cutting from the Morning News of the statement made fay 
Mafizuddin Ahmed, Parliamentary Secretary, which sings a 
different tune. Different versions on the same topic by two 
parties show that even on facts we cannot agree. What have wc 
come to ? 

Bihar is definitely quite now. But I dare say the same 
problem that faces us in Noakhali is faced by Muslims in Bihar, 
with only this difference that while we are energetic and deter- 
mined to restore normal conditions in Bihar, perhaps the 
Government of Bengal is not so energetic. Either they don t 



-gggBxa qiiAV jo /CisnoioiiBin panssi sb s;ngTii9;Bjs qons no Snip 
-ugdgp jon cob i jsraBgjp /Cin pgijsq sBq sraBgjp jo JBqig 

suBqig 0} [Baddy s^ndsa 

LI 


qviH-avA^j raHS 

SBpraB/?qsuBq0 
‘i(pjdDiiis sunox 

•gra oj gjiJM gsBgjd ‘pgpggu si ^Bqj jgqgj joj Suiqj/^UB si gjgqj 
jl luas Suraq ajB qojqAV -ojg ‘sjaquB[q Joj paqsB pBq ndBg 

•pgrajojai qgAv 

gra daaq gsBgfjj ’qqBgq s^ndBg jnoqB paugjqSiij jgq;BJ raB i 

•/^jojsiq jno 

ui JiBjjB ;nB[Jodrai XjgA b si ooj Xiqragssy ;ngnq[suo0 ^Bqj [ggj 
/{[[Bnosigd i -jou jo ndBg oj sjBaddB siqi jgqjgqM. Avouq ;ou 
op I *iq[aQ UI gougsgjd s^ndBg siinbgj iCBin qoiqAV sraaiqojd 
gjB 9jgqx 'Xiqragssy ;agn}i[sao3 gq; jo ODUB^iodrai gq; gjouSi 
‘arap aoiBS aqi ib ‘jou pinoqs oav jugj i ijng; -pooS XigA si sg^BipA 
MBj B ui uA\op gipgs oj /?[jBd siq gsjadsip o; Bgpi s^ndBg 

•ggjoj iinj ui Xouapugj [B^njuiugo 
B pg[Boipu} siqi gsuBoaq 3uiua[q3uj si siip pv 'JBqpaqray 
JO ;uarag[Bjs gq; jo Supjno b pugs osjb j siqj o[ pappy 
•daap ooj auo3 /ipuaJiB SBq ;oj aq:[ uaqi ‘saqoaads aumuaS aiaAv 
iCaqj ji JO ‘pajo[n; ajaA\ Xaqj Jaqqa :jBq; Avoqs X[UO sbSjij aqj 
i{q apBui saouBjapn jo puiq aqx ‘ubisuizb^ qinog ui /^ojaai^ 
aq[ JO jno[ aqj [uoqu Sup^no b qpA^ajaq asopua os^b j 

•anj[ /^poajjad si iBaraaagid papps aq puuBo 
spp pqj [ug "Axouq pu op [ ‘adu si arap aip Jaqpq^ 
•pAai ;saq3iq aq; ;b papps aq /^po ubo qoiqAv uopsanb po 
-ppod pa3pap pnj b a\ou si g ‘auo punraiuoo ajara ajora ou si 
uopsanb aqx 'JBap aqnb a\ou si 3uup auo pg npnj; aq; A\ouq 
;ou op I 'jnoABjsip uja;s q;iA\ puBraraoQ q3}H 3n3Bgx aq; Xq 
uodn paqooj ajB uiiq puaujoq o; 3ui/ij; puB ndug 3upaara ui 
sapiAi;oB s/pjBMBjqns ;Bip sXbs iqpQ raojj a;ou ssajg y 

'pa;jBaq-jiBq aJB Jo ;uapigaui ajB jo ssauisnq unara 
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ration. The very fact that the Central Premier and his 
colleagues had to stay there for long proves the reality of the 
unfortunate happenings in Bihar. It is rather simple to say that 
Bengal is also the scene of similar incidents under the adminis- 
tration of Muslim League, or that the plight of Bengal is worse 
than that of Bihar even. Or it can well be said that whatever is 
happening in Bihar is the after effect of happenings in Bengal. 
The evil deeds of a party cannot justify those of other party, 
especially when it may be proud of its political achievements. I 
have to confess it that I could not get the entire picture of 
Bengal’s sad incidents. Bihar is calling me but I cannot disturb 
my tour of Noakhali. Besides this, is the communalisra that 
the Congressmen are labelling against the Muslim League is 
proved to be so simply on the basis of statistics ? Is it a natural 
state to crush with brutality the 14 per cent of Muslim popula- 
tion in Bihar ? I need not be told that I should not condemn 
entire Bihar for the sin committed by a few Biharis! Does 
Bihar not feel proud to possess single Brijkishore Babu or 
single Rajendra Prasad ? I fear if this state of affairs prevails 
in Bihar, the whole world would cast aspersions on the entire 
Hindu community. This is the way the world behaves in and 
we cannot call it bad. The misdeeds of the Hindus of Bihar 
will support Quaide Azam Jinnah’s charge that barring a few 
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians or Parsis, the Congress as a whole 
is a Hindu organization. This is expected from the Hindus of 
Bihar that they should provide the same protection to the 
Muslims in minority as is available to Hindus who are in 
majority. They should regard them as their brethren. Bihar’s 
contribution to Congress reaching its heights is immense; it 
should now not act otherwise. 

I am not at all ashamed of my non-violence I have come to 
Bengal to see its worth at the right moment. But I am not 
going to tell you about non-violence in this letter. The only 
fact which I want to bring to your notice is that whatever you 
have done cannot be listed among your brave deeds. Thousands 
of persons killing a few hundred men and women shows their 
cowardness, even worse than that! It is unbecoming of any 
religion in the world! Nobody would have blamed you if you 
could satisfy youselves by fighting a equal game. But you have 
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*u.=; .Cm '£f aiasddsq J^qig sqj 
; sc::x vCpcq .Cm ja jinj) sqi dssq o; japjo 
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'isqj sisjamoo 
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c.q pop; o^q.".£.od mamiHrm sq-* ci Scp-m uih i mjnDiBQ oj sraoo 
o/.«q / oomq '/CjjHSicHjns ji joj sho ;b i {[i; sinoq yz paj ;oti 
Ipq'. I '-I V^qX 'JP^-iho.C usq; ab.v. laipq qomu b hi ."ivoinf j 
qaiqv. /?uiqi ^ -npciiH; -isqia JO J®qA\. ‘S 3 AI 3 S 

-ino/C inoqg psujoouoo am sdbui ssq aoi uodn p 3 A\ois 3 q 3 ABq 
no/C 'jgqn 3 AO{ aqx 'no,C Suouib sao sb jpsXm lunoo SiCBA\[B j 

'SJ 31 S 1 UIUI Jno.C JO sopuD 3 qi <Cq pioj aaaq 
o/.'gq \ qoiq/A rJuiqi sqi jo ojbmb jou sjb noX sdBqjsj -qsBi §rq 
'/jq'ji ui noyC qqiM ojBjsdo-oo oj sjsjsiuiui jno/C qsB puB sasnoq 
dpq pinoqs no_;^ 'sapoqB jiaqj oj ujnjaj 
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November 20, 1946 


Pyarelal 

Noakhali Rescue Rehabilitation Committee 
Chaumahani (Noakhali) 


BIHAR COMPLETELY QUIET NOW. HOPE BAPU WILL START TAKING 
INCREASED DIET. NO CAUSE FOR ANXIETY 

GHANSHYAilDAS 
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C/o Khadi Pratishthan, 
SODEPUR, 
Kajirkhil, 
November 23, 1946 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASn, 

Today all of us are leaving for the villages allotted to each 
one of us. This is just to trouble you about something. Sus^ja 
has grown very weak and I am rather anxious about her health. 
It may become necessary to make some arrangements for 
creature comforts from Calcutta. May I trouble you about that. 

For the present, if you could arrange to send the follov^g 
articles, will you kindly send these to Khadi Pratishthan, College 
Square for onward transmission to her. 

1. Fasten Syrup 1 bottle . 

2. Ghee of any brand, if it is unadulterated, 2 or 3 tins. 

3. Dates, 2 or 3 tins. 

Yours sincerely. 

' Pyarelal 


I am sending my typewriter for repairs. Kindly 

send it to Khadi Pratishthan after the necessary repair 

been carried out. 
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the utmost they can. At Chandipur public meeting, Bapu while 
pleading for mutual trust and confidence committed himself to 
going on a fast if the ministers played false, 

Sarat Babu saw Bapu yesterday and discussed with him ‘the 
situation’, and they say there was nothing special about it. 

Bapu had a vomit and diarrhic motions while going to 
Chandipur yesterday owing to an error in diet. He is now all 
right. 

There is a noticeable improvement in the general atmosphere 
since the ministerial tours and pronouncements. Hindus and 
Muslims once more are seen to move together and wish each 
other. Yesterday I did a tramp of about 15 miles. Everywhere 
the M’s did “Adab Araz to you” and reinforced it with “Saheb, 
Adab Araz Karte Hain” in case the greeting went unnoticed, 
Bapu’s grim resolve to bury himself all alone, with the back to 
the wall in Shrirampur seems to have done the trick. 

While returning from my tramp yesterday I developed 
temperature. On reaching here the thermometer recorded 101.8°. 
There was some delirium at night. But I took quinine before 
retiring and I hoped it would be all right. At 1.30 a.m. there 
was no more sleep to be had. And so I can scribble this out. 

I shall be going to my centre at Shahpur-Bhatialpur today. 
Yesterday owing to the weekly fair, boatmen demanded Rs. 20 
and Rs. 30 as against Rs. 3-4, the normal charge. All other 
members of the party are snugly ensconced in their respective 
centres. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Pyarelal 
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As AT Kajirkhil, 
p. O. Ramganj, 

Personal November 26, 1 946 

DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

In a previous letter I asked you to manage to send some 
extra rations. On second thoughts (and ampler knowledge) 
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Cam?: Kaufjckil, 
P.O. RA!.fGAN7, 
November 30, 1946 

n- AR G:iANS!5VAMD\?JI, 

1 your note for v.h!ch thanks. Hereafter in case o 

reed, I sha!! do 3' directed. 

ilcre thinc'; are stiil limpine. There was a pro’-isioa about 
f-.e composition of the Peace Committees that the ^^dsli!n 
members should be approved of by the Hindus. Tne ciSiedty, 
h.ov.escr, '-ccnis to be to find such Muslims. In the Shahpur area 
one mieiit say that almost every man is a culprit and a miscreant 
directI) or indirectly. I was horrified to find that even little 
c'li’dren are not exempt. They have been indoctrinated as 
thorouchly as younp Nazis were said to have been. They teli 
lies by vote — all on a uniform pattern. \'r'n 2 t son of citizens 
will they make when they grow up. With burnt down bazars, 
stripped and gutted houses, desecrated temples and human 
blood scarcely washed off their hands, respectable educated 
people tell you that nothing has happened here, that Ghulam 
San'ar kept the peace and to bring him back and set him a: 
liberty alone will restore security and confidence! One almost 
despairs of human nature in this clime. 

In spite of all these life is slowly coming back to the terror 
stricken. In Karoara women dared not venture out vrith bangles 
and sirdoor. Now they hold prayers and kirtcr. in crowes oi 
si.xty and more in a ruined temple. They are going to renve 
their weekly bazar and the children’s school. The dimculty voin 
regard to the latter is of a teacher. Last m'ght as I vras retummg 
from my tramp from Karpara and Shahpur, I could hear the 

music of kirtan to the accompaniment of po.k/rmvuy from 

Ghoria — one mile off. It was half past nine and the change ^ 
a welcome, soothing symbol of the difference in the situation 
between now and a fortnight ago when they dared not take 
Ram Nam even in their houses. 

These are mere straws in the breeze. The basic issue ^ 
sav must be solved on the highest poUtical frame. But witnoui 
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ol wood. In fact, we have only started our journey towards 
swarajya or may he towards anarchy. Meanwhile the economic 
conilitions arc deteriorating fast. While every other country is 
increasing its production, India’s production partly due to 
other circumstances and partly due to communal riots, is going 
down. This year we arc going to import food to the extent of 
90 crorcs worth of rupccsl 1 Obviously, we cannot find this sum 
every scar to the foreign countries. But no effective step has 
been taken so far to increase the food production. This applies 
also to all other consumer goods. Unfortunately, even the new 
Government is more after politics than economics. In fact, it 
does not even think about the economic problem. 

Everybody is anxious about Bapu’s health. Please, therefore, 
write to me from time to time. 

I hope you have now fully recovered from the fever. 

If there is anything. I will write to you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Pvarelal 
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Changergaon, 
December 5, 1946 

RESPECTED GHAMSHYAMDASJI, 

I have just finished reading your Bapif. Many, many years 

ago Mahadevbhai had asked you to give me a copy of it. At 
that time I was so taken up with my studies that the only thing 
I did with it was to find a place for it in my book-shelf at 
home. Then the two years I spent in jail. This time the boo ' 
attracted my attention and I casually picked it up. I 
up with malaria and this forced confinement gave me plenty o 
time to browse through it, if only to kill time. 

Please forgive me. I was not aware that your study of Bapu 
was so minute, so thorough. I do not know just how popu ar 
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such cases stories from the Mahabharata and the Ramayana can 
only tempt one to take the WTong path. Our public conduct 
should be characterized by self-resiraint; it should also find sanc- 
tion in our age-old tradition. I am entirely working in that direc- 
tion. The result is in the hands of God. Please stop worrying 
about my health. I am quite careful about it myself. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 
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December 13, 1946 

MY DE.\R PY.ARELAL, 

Your letters give me lot of information which Bapu's letters 
don't give. Please, therefore, write to me occasionally. 

The things are changing fast here and you will know earlier 
through papers of the position than you could know from my 
letters. 

I still believe that the question is soluble. But we have not 
yet made businesslike efibrts so far. Jinnah is not a man who 
understands high ideologies. He is a hard bargainer, not very 
intelligent but good intriguer. I am not unhopeful. Perhaps 
something \Yill happen. But when, I do not know. In any case, 
we have to solve the problem at a higher level. Bapu's efforts 
will bring, no doubt, good long-term. He is making big contri- 
bution which w'ould be appreciated after a long time. 

I hope you are now better. 


Shri Pyarzlal 


Yours sincerely, 

Ghanshyamdas 
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for the same purpose. But both left on the next day and have 
not yet returned. Nor is there any sign of their returning. The 
latest letter from Suhrawardy practically takes away any 
remaining hope. 

Stray incidents even now continue to happen, though we 
cannot say they are communal in character. But the fact that 
the miscreants are still at large and know that the policy of the 
Government is not to proceed with the arrests has emboldened 
them and filled honest folk with a feeling of insecurity. 

I began this on the 25th December and am able to resume 
it only today because I have to wait for the leader of one of the 
gangs who has promised to return the unspent balance of the 
black-mail league “subscription” collected during the riots. The 
moment I am free I must start for Jagatpur to contact Bapu in 
order to discuss with him some local problems. 

Here I have been hammering day and night for the last 
month and a half, trying to set up Gram Shanti Samities. So 
far I have succeeded only a Bhalialpur — my own village Momin* 
pur adopted my resolution but has not complimented it. Pur- 
shottampur people have promised to give me their reply (in the 
afiSrmative) today when a signed document will be placed in my 
hands. They have agreed too to return the unspent balance of 
the backmail league subscription collected during the riots and 
also to restore some of the looted property. Last night I sent 
for representative from another nest of troubles Court Khil. I 
am again to meet them in a general meeting tomorrow at 8 a.m. 
But everywhere there is complaint and nothing can be done till 
the known bad characters are rounded up. But so far the autho- 
rities have done almost nothing. Peace work is being sabotaged 
at every step by well known lieutenants of the planners of the 
riots who are still at large and look forward to the early release 
of their leader Ghulam Sarvar. At Shahpur bazar they have 
completely upset all my efforts. 

Under the circumstances I cannot envisage how Bapu s 
mission can end but successfully terminated. I am afraid he is 
being driven, unknown to himself into another fit — the final 
resort of non-violence against hatred and unreason. Unless there 
is move from above, I sec grave danger ahead. The business 
must be pulled through before the rainy season commences m 
else it might mean a disaster. Even in places where some Hindu 
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for the same purpose. But both left on the next day and have 
not yet returned. Nor is there any sign of their returning. The 
latest letter from Suhrawardy practically takes away any 
remaining hope. 

Stray incidents even now continue to happen, though we 
cannot say they are communal in character. But the fact that 
the miscreants are still at large and know that the policy of the 
Government is not to proceed with the arrests has emboldened 
them and filled honest folk with a feeling of insecurity. 

I began this on the 25th December and am able to resume 
it only today because I have to wait for the leader of one of the 
gangs who has promised to return the unspent balance of the 
black-mail league “subscription” collected during the riots. The 
moment I am free I must start for Jagatpur to contact Bapu in 
order to discuss with him some local problems. 

Here I have been hammering day and night for the last 
month and a half, trying to set up Gram Shanti Samities. So 
far I have succeeded only a Bhalialpur — my own village Momin- 
pur adopted my resolution but has not complimented it. Pur* 
shottampur people have promised to give me their reply (in the 
affirmative) today when a signed document will be placed in my 
hands. They have agreed too to return the unspent balance of 
the backmail league subscription collected during the riots and 
also to restore some of the looted property. Last night I sent 
for representative from another nest of troubles Court Khil. 1 
am again to meet them in a general meeting tomorrow at 8 a.m. 
But everywhere there is complaint and nothing can be done till 
the known bad characters are rounded up. But so far the autho- 
rities have done almost nothing. Peace work is being sabotaged 
at every step by well known lieutenants of the planners of the 
riots who arc still at large and look forward to the early release 
of their leader Ghulam Sarvar. At Shahpur bazar they I'ave 
completely upset all my cflbrts. 

Under the circumstances I cannot envisage hosv Bapu .'' 
mission can end but successfully terminated. I am afraid he i'- 
being driven, unknown to himself into another lit— the final 
resort of non-violence against hatred and unreason. Unless there 
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Discussion nitli Gnndliiji Regarding Assam 

Two Assam friends Shri Bojoychandra Bhagvati and Shri 
Mahendra Mohan Choudhury saw Gandhiji on the morning of 
13-12-46 on behalf of Shri Bardoloi. They asked him what 
Assam was to do with regard to the question of grouping. It was 
a question of life and death for Assa. They did not wish to be 
grouped with Bengal. Some people told them that they would be 
helping the league if they stay out. Assam could not be allowed 
to stand on the way of the progress of the rest of India and so 
on. They have asked the Working Committee. There did not 
seem to be any clear guidance from them. So they have come 
to him for advice. In reply Gandhiji said : “I do not need a 
single moment to come to a decision for on this I have a mind. 
I am a Congressman to the very narrow as I am mainly the 
framer of the constitution of the Congress as it stands today. I 
told Bardoloi that if there is no clear guidance from the Con- 
gress Working Committee, Assam should not go into the sec- 
tion. It would lodge its protest and retire from the Constituent 
Assembly. It will be a kind of satyagraha against the Congress 
for the good of the Congress. 

Rightly or wrongly the Congress has come to the decision 
that it will stand by the judgment of the Federal Court. The 
dice are heavily loaded. The decision of the Federal Court will 
go against the Congress interpretation of grouping as far as I 
can make out for the simple season that the Cabinet has got 
legal advice which uphold their decision. The Federal Court is 
the creation of the British. It is a packed Court. To be consis- 
tent, the Congress must abide by it, whatever it may be. If 
Assam keeps quiet, it is finished. No one can force Assam to do 
what it docs not want to do. It must stand independently as an 
autonomous unit. It is autonomous to a large c.xtcnt today. It 
must become fully autonomous and independent. Whether you 
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January 18, 1947 

MY DEAR PYAREEAL. 

Your letter of the 25th December has reached only today. I 
eannot say when it was posted because evidently you started 
writing your letter on the 25ih but 1 don't know when you 
ended it. 

We have all the news of Bapu’s tour from the Press. 
Hariram, Bapu’s personal attendant, and a cook whom I had 
sent and who has been sent back by Bapu told me that Bapu 
was looking weak and that since he did not shave regularly his 
hair and beard had grown much longer. I was also told that 
many Muslim friends come to him, but it could not be said 
whether all go back to their home with changed heart. 

I have now begun to take rather unhopeful view of the 
peace mission. The world is what it is and while Bapu may 
perform his own tapashcharya, whether it could have immediate 
result is extremely doubtful. The long term result, of course, 
could not be ignored. I again reiterate what I wrote to Bapu 
once, that the Hindu-Muslim unity can come, if it can come 
at all, in the Constituent Assembly. I am told that Jinnah will 
come and join the Assembly after some time. But whether he 
will take a reasonable attitude is a doubtful factor. 

But whether Jinnah comes or not, everybody has to do his 
duty. The Government must be carried on impartially and in 
the best interest of the country. But I fear with the best inten- 
tions, no visible change has taken place in Government 
machinery. 

The food ration has been cut down now to 6 chhatanks a 
day, of which one chhatank is bad quality maize and 1 chhatank 
jvvar. The whole country is on a starvation diet. Rajendra Babu 
recently delivered a speech unfolding his future plan. But this 
all sounds platitude. We are accustomed to such speeches for 
the last five years and Rajendra Babu’s is no better than the 
previous members. What we want now is action. There is no 
real effort towards increasing food or other production or for 
more education, better health and better house. 
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vSarclar is doing very well. He promptly suppressed the com- 
munal riots in Delhi, Everything is peaceful. 

But the man in the street fails to appreciate Maulana as an 
Education Minister of Asaf Ali as an Ambassador in United 
States. I fear if we take impartial view, it is no better than the 
nepotism practised by the previous Governments in the past. 

There arc strikes everywhere. About a lac of workers are on 
strike in Casvnporc where we had firing. Collieries have been 
given notice and a big strike is expected to take place in a few 
days. There is coal shortage and many factories are likely to 
close down. Expenditure is growing up. The pay of the 
Government employees will have to be increased very shortly 
which will incur an expenditure of nearly 20 to 30 crores. 
Teachers in Delhi arc on strike. Everybody wants higher wages 
and less work. On the other hand, the administration which 
was top heavy during war is still heavier now. I am told that 
in place of 5000 clerks in the Delhi secretariat before the war, 
the number has gone up now to nearly 50,000, Nobody dare 
retrench the expenditure because this will mean unpopularity. 

Meanwhile, the Press is full of speeches and interviews and 
articles by the leaders. Bui all this does not produce an ounce 
of more food or an inch of more cloth. The whole economic 
structure seems to be collapsing. But perhaps I am taking a 
more alarmist view because I see the things ahead. They are 
not all rosy. 

But I am sure of one thing. All our statesmen and politi- 
cians are giving greater weight to politics than to economics. 
And I feel that economics will be the real test of the efficiency 
of our own Government. The country needs freedom, no doubt 
but along with it, it also need more education, more cloth, 
more food, better sanitation, better health and better houses. 
Except talk and paper plan nothing is happening in this direc- 
tion. So one cannot help being a bit pessimistic. 

Hope you are quite well. If you happen to meet Bapu, 
please convey my respectful pranams to him. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyaradas 


Shri Pyarelal 
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As AT Camp Kajirkhil, 
January 25, 1947 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I have your letter of 12th January. You are right. The letter 
in question was commenced on the 25th of December and taken 
up again and finished quite a number of days afterwards. Bapu 
has seen your last letter. In fact it was sent straight to him from 
Camp Kajirkhil and was passed on by him to me yesterday 
with his remarks. 

What you say about the general situation is probably all 
true. Things could hardly be worse. Regarded intellectually, we 
seem to be heading for the abyss by some relentless power and 
there seems to be hardly any means of escape. As Bapu wrote 
the other day to a friend, if one were to rely on outward signs 
there is hardly a ground for the hope that he would come out 
alive out of the test. But he has faith that if what he has under- 
taken in Noakhali, is God’s work and taken up at His bidding, 
its successful termination cannot fail to provide a key toa 11 the 
other difficult problems confronting us. Success at one point 
must inevitably make for success at all points. With him it is an 
application of “Yatha pinde tatha brahmande”. He is worn 
out — ‘tired in body, mind and soul’, as he put it, almost ‘sucked 
dry’. But he is determined to go through the full test of fire 
and resents any attempt to baulk him of it. One can, under the 
circumstances, only trust to God in His providence to clothe 
His servant with the armour of His protection. As standards 
go, he is keeping extraordinarily fit for the strain he is under- 
going. I take it as a sign that he is fully under God’s care and 
we need not worry. It is enough if all of us can pull our weight. 

Successful termination of Amtussalaam’s fast to me is 
another reassuring sign. In my mind I had made it a test and 
criterion of the ultimate end of Bapu’s sadhana, as I had made 
Bhansali’s fast on the eve of Bapu’s capacity fast in the 
Agha Khan Palace. While we were writing under the shadow of 
the sword of Damocles, my sister one day asked me as to what 
boon I would ask on that particular day, if I had a choice. She 
thought that I would probably ask for Bapu’s fast being 
averted. She was, however, agreeably surprised when I asked 
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main reason for summoning him here. You told me once when 
I was in Calcutta, “If you continue postponing the thing I can 
tell you from my experience that you will live to regret it.” 
That was true, but at that time I had wondered if that would 
ever come to pass. Bapu has conceded his demand that the 
nuptials would be celebrated soon after our return from here. 
But who knows when we arc going to return? 

I have seen your letter to my brother. You are quite right. 
Ultimately Bapu’s perseverance is going to bear fruit. For the 
present, however, it seems to be utterly unproductive of results. 
Bapu aims at effecting a complete change in the mode of living 
and way of thinking and thus to generate a feeling of national 
unity among the people. Only constructive work can convey 
this message. But even after 24 years’ patient labour India has 
failed to identify herself with it. Just as genuine home rule is 
feasible only through village uplift but has so far proved diffi- 
cult of realization, similarly it is quite practicable to create a 
feeling of national purpose by bringing about a metamorphosis 
of the social outlook but has so far remained just an objective 
still to be achieved. Bapu has made this a test case of the 
effectiveness of his method, but is now feeling sick at heart as 
well as physically. Every letter of his complains of pressure of 
work and though all of us arc so near to him we do not know 
how to share his enormous burden. He does what he can in 
course of his tour of the villages but what he is doing is like 
shaking a single leaf of a huge bunyan tree. To people of ordi- 
nary intelligence his venture into wilderness makes no sense, 
but this only betrays a lack of faith. God acts the path-finder 
for those whose faith in the ultimate result of such efforts 
remains unshaken- 

In the village allotted to me life is normal. This particular 
village had witnessed much devastation but in my village the 
Hindus constitute a majority while the village which fell to the 
share of my brother is inhabited by the Muslims mostly and 
the situation there is still far from normal. 

The Indian Medical Association has set up a hospital here. 
They are seeking my help. For the present I render what help I 
can to the people here without any aid from them. I do my 
daily rounds and do what is needed. 

Bapu has been picking up Bengali as an item of daily 
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routine and writes names and addresses on the envelops of 
letters in the Bengali script. 

I hope you arc keeping good health. 

Pronams from 
Sushila 


4 


As AT Camp Kajirkhil, 
P. O. Ramganj, 
February 11, 1947 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I have not of late been writing to friends at all. We are all 
engulfed in this luckless place. The waters of stagnation show 
not the least sign of stirring. Bapu’s present tour will end by 
the end of March. The question is “What next?" Bapu seems to 
have made up his mind to continue the dispersal and self-isola- 
tion till the absolute success of his mission. This may 
mean marooning during the coming rainy season in our respec- 
tive rat holes. Even if Bapu has to go out of Bengal, we are 
going to be where we are, I understand. 

When I first came here this was a fiercely hostile place. Now 
they are friendly at least on the surface. But underneath one 
hears ugly rumblings — Yesterday my dak runner who brings 
post for Kajirkhil was on the way surrounded by a crowd of 
Muslim youngsters and nearly manhandled. On 9th there was a 
procession of about 200 youngsters from Shahpur Bazar, shout- 
ing ‘Pakistan Lar — Ke — Lenge’ slogans. I overtook the proces- 
sion at Shahpur and they said it was in response to a directive 
of the Provincial Muslim League as published in the Papers— 
the object being variously stated, among other things, as the 
release on bail of Ghulam Sarvar and his gang. It created a 
panic among the returning refugees at Karatkhal where I was 
at that time. 
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Here I must stop. There is a call. 

With regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Pyarelal 

PS. For some time, nearly two months, I have been 
getting no reply to my communications addressed to 
Seth Ram Krishna Birla, 8 Royal Exchange Place, 
Calcutta. I wonder what the reason is. 


5 


Camp: Noakhali, 
February 15, 1947 

CHI. GHANSHYAMDAS, 

I have already sent you a letter through Sushila, but the 
letter I have received from Sardar has made me uneasy. Devdas’s 
letter is still ringing in my ears. I do not remember what I wrote 
in my letter to you, and I have not preserved its copy. The only 
thing I stressed in that letter was that you should give up your 
attitude of detachment. Sardar is clear in his mind that this has 
got to be written to you. I have great faith in Sardar s robust 
common sense. Not that I have no faith in Devdas’s common 
sense, but he will ever remain a child to me in spite of the fact 
that he is now a man. This cannot be said about Sardar. 
Kishorelal and Narhari, too, are grown-ups but I experience 
great diflBculty in grasping the significance of their criticism. 1 am 
pure; I am free from blemishes, my life is dedicated to the ful- 
filment of a religious purpose : such like assumptions on your 
part are proving a stumbling block in our understanding of one 
another. If these asumptions go, everything else goes along with 
them. That is why I want you to throw yourself in this work 
wholeheartedly, albeit indirectly, since I would certainly not like 
your business to suffer on account of your diversion. If I ever act 
in violation of my religious vews it becomes the sacred duty of all 
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iny friends to criticize me. A civil rcsistcr is likely to degenerate 
into an uncivil one. The only thing to distinguish between the 
two would then be the civil resistcr's asumption of an untruth to 
be the cardinal truth. I am not made that way. Dnt this is only 
my assumption. However, that is not material to the point at 
issue. 1 am not God. I am just a mortal being as much prone 
to commit mistakes as any one else. In fact 1 did commit quite a 
number of them in the past! I may be guilty of some grave mis- 
take at the fag end of my life. If that be so, all my well-wishers 
must continue to protest unitedly in order to make me open my 
eyes. If they failed do so 1 should be departing this life without 
the consolation of correcting myself. What 1 have been doing 
here forms part of what 1 regard as my religious duty. I would 
do nothing deliberately that should fall short of that function. 
Even my rest is dedicated to the attainment of that idea! stale. 

As 1 dictate this letter there is a mud plaster on my stomach, 
and another on my eyes. After a little while 1 am to go to attend 
the evening prayer.s. The Manu episode is taking up a lot of my 
time and in my mental arrangement of things I have assigned 
to her a part in the attainment of that ideal state. I cannot c.x- 
plain in so many words how she came to play a part or any 
part in the attainment of that ideal slate. But docs that matter 
at all? What my well-wishers have to decide is whether I lake 
Manu in my lap as a Simon Pure father or as a degenerate one. 
And what I am doing now is by no means a novel experience 
for me. In my thinking processes during the last 50 years, and 
in practice for quite a number of them I have been doing this 
more or less consistently. If that makes you forsake me I would 
like you to stick to your own concept of religious duty just as I 
insist on sticking to mine. 

Now 1 am going to broach another subject. There arc quite 
a number of weavers around here, known as Tantis. They arc in 
distress. Their spinning-wheels have been set on fire in large 
number. Their homes have also been reduced to ashes. If they 
are not kept in supply of yarn they will cither sit idle or turn 
labourers. An ofliccr told me the Government here cannot pro- 
cure the needed yarn, that this could be made possible only if 
the Central Government comes to their aid. I told him that if he 
could pay the price I might be able to get the yarn. He agreed. 

Now arc you in a position to arrange for the supply of yarn, 
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and if so, in what quantities, and at what rate? And would the 
interim Government’s permission be needed for this? Please let 
me have full information. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 


6 


February 17, 1947 

MY DEAR PYARELAL, 

I have received your letter of the 1 1th February. It appears 
even from the Press that the things are not normal. Recently 
Fazlul Haque has started campaign against Bapu. This may give 
a setback to the atmosphere. 

I was puzzled to hear from you that you have been getting 
no reply to your communication addressed to Seth Ramkrishna 
Birla, 8, Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta. You could not have 
received any reply since there is no person of the above name. 
I fear your letters must be lying in Dead Letter Office. Evidently, 
you mean Krishnakumar Birla. 

I hope you are keeping well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Pyarelal 
Kajirkhil 
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As AT Gandhi Camp, 
Kazirkhil, 
P. 0. Ramganj, 
Dist. Noakhali, 
July 30, 1947 

MY DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

It seems quite an age since I wrote to you or heard from 
you. The reason for my not writing you know— I think, Bapu 
explained it to you— or was it to Sardar— in one of his letters 
from Shrirampur. He regarded it as a distraction and a diversion 
for the yajna on which he wanted exclusive concentration. 

It has been by no means an uneventful period for us. But 
our crowded events, I fancy, present little interest to the wider 
world outside. But if you feel interested I shall send you a sheaf 
of papers which will tell the tale at this end. 

Personally, I do not feel happy over the birth of “Two 
Dominions”. My mind is full of uneasy foreboding. One can only 
hope and pray that the worst fears will not come true, I feel too 
very concerned about Bapu’s health. Incipient general oedema 
and mental opression — bordering almost upon depression are 
alarming symptoms. 

I had all my requirements met from Calcutta. Your standing 
instructions were there. I have never had any difficulty. 

I have not been receiving Time since December and the 
Reader’s Digest since January. I got an intimation from the 
latter asking for renewal of subscription. Would you kindly get 
the needful done in regard to both these journals and get the 
back issues from January onwards of the same sent to me from 
your record? Also could you instruct your Record Keeper to 
send me Life Magazine —a week or two after its receipt when 
everybody has done with it, beginning from the first week of 
December last? I shall carefully preserve them after perusal and 
send them to Calcutta from time to time. One feels the need 
to keep abreast of the time in this lonely outpost, if only to keep 
off the “marooned” feeling. 

With best wishes, 

Tours sincerely, 
Pyarelal 
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PS. I had come to Kazirkhil this morning. I found a 
letter addressed to Satis Babu from the Inspector of 
Police which gives a foretaste of things to come after 
the 15th of August. It suggests in effect withdravvl of all 
camps of “outsiders” from this area. Another letter 
from S. I. Ramganj has come just now ordering imme- 
diate withdrawal from Gopiribay of my colleague and 
co-worker, Bishwaranjan Sen, the mildest and gentlest 
person I have ever known — a personification of ahimsa 
though a master of arts. I am getting Kami sent in his 
place. I suppose I shall be the next target. 

Pyarelal 
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August 6, 1947 

MY DEAR PYARELAL, 

I was delighted to receive your letter after a long time. Bapu 
was talking to me about you. I note that the things are just now 
somewhat disquietening but I personally do not take a pessimi- 
stic view. Things must settle down in course of time. 

The economic factors, however, are acting against us. There 
is no rain in a large belt in North and Western India and famine 
conditions have already started prevailing. Let us, however, 
hope for the best. 

With reference to the magazines, you should have written 
to me that your subscription has expired. I am sending to you 
a few magazines and at the same time I will arrange to get you 
Time and Reader's Digest regularly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Pyarelal Nayar 
Gandhi Camp 
Kazirkhil 
P. O. Ramganj 
Noakhali Dist. 
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In Calcutta 

• 1 • 

• JL « 


Calcutta, 
September 4, 1947 

After a period, nearly of six months I had the privilege of 
seeing once again the old, familiar face, of hearing the sound of 
his old familiar voice when with my friend and colleague Shri 
Charubhuman Chowdhury I came down to Calcutta to apprise 
Gandhi of the situation that was developing in Noakhali and to 
seek his advice. Although Calcutta was apparently in an ecstacy 
of communal amity his mind, uncannily sensitive to the hidden 
lie in the soul, was anything but restful. After some hesitation 
he decided to go to Noakhali in spite of the alarming news 
which continued to pour in from the Punjab. “Shall I start 
tomorrow or on the day after tomorrow”, he asked those 
around him and the latter day was fixed for departure. That 
evening he, who keeps watch when humanity’s vision fails, gave 
the warning signal. “My resolve to go to Noakhali has collaps- 
ed after this evening’s happenings,” he told me when I saw him 
that night. “I cannot go to Noakhali or for that matter any- 
where when Calcutta is in flames. Today’s incident to me is a 
sign and a warning from God. You have for the time being, 
therefore, to return to Noakhali without me. You can tell the 
people of Noakhali that if my colleagues for any reason cannot 
be there, they will find me, surely, in their midst.” 

And then casually he hinted that if the conflagration spread, 
he would have no alternative but to fast. “Have I not often 
said that there is yet another fast in store for me?” The next 
day was his day of silence. Ugly news continued to pour. 
Several deputations awaited on him in the course of the day to 
consult him as to what they should do to quench the fire. “Go 
in the midst of the rioters and prevent them from indulging m 
madness or get killed in the attempt. But do not come back 
alive to report failure. The situation calls for sacrifice on the 
part of top rankers. So far the unknown, nameless rank anc 
file alone have been the victims of the holocaust with the one 
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exception of the late Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi. That is not 
enough.” 

Even as he uttered these words, he was cogitating within him- 
self, as to where he came into the picture which he was present- 
ing to them. For he added, “Of course, I eannot do today what 
I have told them to. I will not be permitted to. I saw that 
yesterday. Everybody will protect me from harm if I went in 
the midst of the mad crowd. I may drop down from sheer 
physical exhaustion that is nothing. It won’t do for a soldier to 
be exhausted in ihe midst of battle. “But inaction in a crisis is 
not in Gandhiji’s nature. When a dear old friend saw him at 
night his mind was already made up. “You don’t expect me to 
approve of your proposed step,” remarked the friend with his 
usual affectionate banter as he perused Gandhiji’s statement 
setting forth his reasons for going on a fast. Together they took 
stock of the situation, thrashing out the question in the 
minutest detail. 

“Can you fast against goondas”, argued the friend. 

“The conflagration has been caused not by goondas but by 
those who have become goondas. It is we who make goondas. 
Without our sympathy and passive support, the goondas would 
have no legs to stand upon. I want to touch the hearts of those 
who are behind the goondas.” 

“But must you launch your fast at this stage?”, finally 
argued the friend. “Why not wait and watch a little?” 

To this Gandhiji’s reply was that the fast had to be then or 
never. It would be too late afterwards. “The minority Muslims 
cannot be left in a perilous state. My fast has to be preventive 
if it is to be ably good. 

“I know I shall be able to tackle the Punjab too if I can 
control Calcutta,” he continued. “But if I falter now, the con- 
flagration may spread and soon, I can see clearly, two or three 
powers will be upon us and thus will end our shortlived dream 
of independence.” 

“But supposing you die, the conflagration would be worse,” 
argued the friend. 

“At last I won’t be there to witness it. I shall have done ray 
bit. More is not given a man to do,” replied Gandhiji. 

The friend capitulated. 

“But why add sour lemon juice to water, if you are to put 
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yourself entirely in God’s hands”~he (the friend) permitted 
himself to think aloud as he read that part of the statement 
where Gandhiji had allowed himself that latitude. 

“You are right,” quickly replied Gandhiji. “I allowed it out 
of weakness. It jarred on me even as 1 wrote it. A satyagrahi 
must hope to survive his conditional fast only by a timely 
fulfilment of the condition.” 

And so the addition of sour lime juice to the water to be 
taken during the fast went by the board and the unadulterated 
venture of faith commenced. 

This was on Monday night. Two days later an important 
oflScial of the Calcutta Muslim League waited on him to plead 
with him to give up the fast. “Your very presence in our midst 
is an asset to us. It is the guarantee of our safety. Do not 
deprive us of it.” 

“My presence did not check the rowdies, the other day, my 
word seemed to have lost all efficacy so far as they were con- 
cerned. My fast will now be broken only when the conflagration 
ends and the pristine peace of the last fifteen days returns. If 
the Muslims really love me and regard me as an asset they can 
demonstrate their faith by refusing to give way to the instinct 
of revenge and retaliation even if the whole of Calcutta goes 
mad. In the mean time my ordeal must continue.” 

The friend retired with a heavy heart. Added Gandhiji after 
he had left, “Let the evil doers desist from evil, not to save my 
life, but as a result of true heart change. Let all understand that 
a make-believe peace cannot satisfy me. I do not want a 
temporary lull to be followed by a worse conflagration. In that 
event, I shall have to go on an unconditional fast unto death.” 

Pyarclal 


: 2 : 


Dacca, 
September 6 , 1947 

Then the miracle happened. As the fasting was on and drop 
by drop strength ebbed out of the frail little man on the fasting 
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bed, it caused a deep churning up in the hearts of all concern- 
ed, bringing the hidden lees to the surface. People came to 
Gandhiji and confessed to him what they would not have 
uttered to any living ear. Hindus and Muslims combined in an 
all out effort to save the precious life that was being offered as 
ransom for disrupted peace between brother and brother. 
Mixed processions, consisting of all communities, issued forth 
and paraded through the affected parts of the city to restore 
communal harmony. A group of about fifty people including 
the leaders and active spirits behind the “resistance groups” 
that had grown up during the August disturbances last year and 
who were believed to have the power to control the turbulent 
elements in the city, saw Gandhi on the 4th instant and gave an 
undertaking that they would immediately bring the trouble 
makers under check. They told Gandhiji that they had already 
traced and put under restraint the ringleaders who had organis- 
ed the rowdyism in his camp of Sunday last including the 
person who had hurled the stick that had narrowly missed 
hitting him. They would all surrender themselves to him and 
take whatever punishment might be meted out to them. Would 
not Gandhiji on the strength of that assurance now break his 
fast so that they might be able to go to work unburdened by 
the oppression of the fast, they asked? If not what was his 
condition for breaking the fast? In reply Gandhiji told them 
that he would break his fast only when they could assure him 
that there would never again be recrudescence of communal 
madness in the city even though the whole of West Bengal and 
for that matter India might go ablaze and the Muslims 
themselves would come and tell him that they now felt safe and 
secure and therefore he need not further prolong his fast. He 
did not think himself, he proceeded to explain, to be able to 
control all the goondas in the city, though he would love to 
as he had not the requisite degree of purity, detachment and 
steadfastness of mind. But if he could not take them purge 
themselves of the communal virus he would feel that life was 
not worth living and he would not care to prolong his life. They 
had referred to the oppression of his fast. He could not under- 
stand that. Why should they have a feeling of oppression ff 
what they had told him came right from their hearts? 

“If a single step is taken ’’■sure oft i . 
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mixed area since 14th of August 1947.” “So our effort has not 
been in vain, remarked Shaheed Sahib, as he read out the 
appeal. “Yes, the heaven is at work,” Gandhiji added. 

Shaheed Sahib resumed, “Now that even the Muslims have 
joined in appeal, won’t you break your fast ? This shows that 
they have fully accepted your peace mission although they 
are the aggrieved party in the present riots. It is all the more 
strange because at one time they looked upon you as their 
arch enemy. But their hearts have been so touched by the 
services you have rendered them that today they acclaim you 
as their friend and are behaving nicely and are working with 
greater enthusiasm even than, if I may say so, Quaid-e-Azam.” 

It was a graceful thing, gracefully said Rajaji, not to be 
beaten in a tournament of chivalry; quickly added, “If I may 
vary the language, I would say that he is safer today in the 
hands of the Muslims than in those of Hindus.” 

Gandhiji followed with interest this contest of chivalry and 
picked out for his comments only the portion of Shaheed 
Sahib’s remarks in which he had referred to the Muslims as 
the aggrieved party. He did not like the term “aggrieved 
party”. “Do not think of the Muslims as the aggrieved 
party”. He remarked. “The essence of our present peace 
mission is that we are to forget the past. I do not want the 
Muslims to feel that in West Bengal they are the under-dog. 
Unless we can do that, we will not have done solid work.” 

They then all retired to the next room and Gandhiji who 
had an attack of weakness and nausea during the latter part of 
the talk was left alone to rest. 

In the deliberations that took place in the adjoining room 
Shaheed Sahib was cautious and circumcept, which only 
showed his sincerity and sense of responsibility. Acharya 
Kripalani, cynical and sardonic; Rajaji tactful and persuasive 
and full of practical wisdom, concealing his emotion under a 
mask of ratrocination. The discussion was brief but unhurried. 
Rajaji dictated the draft of the pledge which was signed by Shn 
N.C. Chatterjee first, then by Shri Deven Mukerjee followed 
by Shaheed Sahib Suhrawardy, Shri R.K. Jaidka and Sardar 
Niranjan Singh Talib. A car load of hand grenades and arms 
had in the mean time arrived to be surrendered to Gandhiji as 
a token of repentance on the part of those who had taken par 
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in the savagery of reprisals and counter reprisals. Without any 
loss of time the signatories then returned to Gandhiji with the 
document. 

“But Sir, is it any good my signing this document,” 
remarked Shaheed Sahib to Gandhiji, “I may any time be called 
to Pakistan and then what happens to my pledge ?” 

“You must in that event have confidence that those whom 
you leave behind will deliver the good,” replied Gandhiji. 
“Moreover, you can come back,” he added. 

“I have no desire to hoodwink you and I never will do so 
deliberately”, remarked Shaheed Sahib, explaining his extreme 
cautiousness, which Gandhiji greatly appreciated. 

“Well, I will break the fast now,” said Gandhiji at last, 
“and leave for the Punjab tomorrow. I shall now go there with 
far greater strength and confidence than I could have three 
days back.” 

Shaheed Sahib interposed, “You cannot leave tomorrow. 
Your presence is necessary here at least for a couple of days 
yet to consolidate the peace.” Others supported him. They did 
not tell him what was uppermost in their minds besides that 
they were deeply concerned at his undertaking a railway journey 
in his present state of health. The unruly crowds in Behar and 
all along the line would tear him to pieces in their blind 
adoration. 

So, Saturday was provisionally fixed for his departure. 

Dr. Dinesh Mehta had in the mean time hurried away to 
get orange juice ready. Before breaking the fast Gandhiji, 
according to his usual practice had prayer recited. But neither 
I nor my friend Shri Charubhusan Chowdhury could stay on 
to witness the final happy scene. We had our assignment with 
which Gandhiji has charged us to fulfil at Dacca. “We shall be 
blown sky high if we miss our train,” I whispered to my friend 
who was still tempted to linger on. And so we hurried to the 
car that was waiting to take us to the Sealdah station as the 
singing of the Poet’s song: 

When life is dry and parched up. 

Descend thou in a shower of mercy. ... 

Followed by Ram Dhun filled the air. 


Pyarelal 
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As AT G.AN'DHI Ca?,!?, 
KAzmsrnL, 
P. O. RA!^^GA^'J, 

N0.AKH.A.LI, 
September 7, 1947 

MY IM’AR GIIANSIIYAMDASJI, 

I wrote you a long letter from Calcutta, which must have 
been red ircctccl to you from New Delhi. I know you must be 
anxious to learn all about Bapu’s fast. I am, therefore, sending 
you herewith advance copy of an account of the fast which I 
wrote for //nr/ynn at Bapu’s instance. 

J had to hurry back to Dacca where I had to meet the 
Prime Minister of East Bengal with a note which Bapu had 
addressed to him, I found him to be full of good intentions so 
far as the protection of the minority community was concerned 
hut his notices about the content thereof seem to be very diffe- 
rent from ours and that disturbed me. I am afraid the commit- 
ments with regard to the relief grants promised to the riot 
adcctcd people will go into thin air. It is also a question how 
far the present ministry will be able to overcome the prejudice 
and the tradition of incflicicncy and corruption in the adminis- 
trative machine. There arc about a hundred members in the 
Asscml)ly here and as many as 25 out of these are candidates 
for a scat in the cabinet. Each one holds three to five votes, so no 
matter which ministry is in office it will always be at the mercy 
of the gruntlcd combine. You must have noticed that Faziul 
Haq, the patron of Ghulam Sarwar and Kasem Ali — ^has 
already started agitation against the Nazimundin cabinet. 

Uapu’s health was fairly good and the fast came easy to him 
this time. He must have left for Punjab today to face God 
alone knows what. He has a date with Noakhali but no one 
knows when the visit will actually come. 

With regards. 

Fours sincerely, 
Pyarelal 
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As AT Gandhi Camp, 
Kazirkiiil, 
P. O. Ramganj, 
District Noakiiali, 
October 9, 1947 

MY DEAR GHANSIIYAMDASJI, 

I Nvrolc you a long letter more than three weeks ago to 
your Bombay address. I wonder if it has reached you for I have 
had no acknowledgment for the same. In that letter among 
other things, I had mentioned that I had not begun to receive 
Header's Digest and Time (air mail edition) about which I had 
written to you nor had the back issues of the same and Life as 
from January last, reached me as requested. That remains so 
even now. 

I am enclosing herewith the outline of an experiment which 
I had conducted with considerable success. It has since been 
published in Harijan by Bapu with a foot-note commending it. 
The Bengal Central Relief Committee sanctioned about a month 
back an amount of Rs. 5,000 for it. But I had to suspend the 
scheme in the mean time owing to lifting of control over cocoa- 
nut oil which brought down the price of cocoanut oil in East 
Bengal. At the same time the price of cocoanut has rocketed up 
as it always docs in this season, and it will be two or three 
months before it again comes down to economical level. In the 
mean time acute food crisis has arisen here and my little flock 
of about five hundred families spread over six or seven villages 
in which I am operating, who have weathered many a storm 
with me and are determined to do or die rather than play the 
coward or flee, arc faced with starvation unless I can resume 
cocoanut oil production as a famine relief measure. Three 
things are necessary for this, (I) rice at control price (2) subsidy 
to the maximum tune of Re. 1 per seer of oil produced during 
the deficit mentioned above, (3) help, purely as labour of love, 
of a distributing agency for disposing of the stock of oil with- 
out adulteration. As regards (1) the D. M. of Noakhali has 
promised fifty maunds of rice and I have requested Shri 
Bardoloi for two wagons of the same. With regard to (2) 
Nripen Babu has promised to shoulder the bu ■ >^b.ut ^ ’ ’• 
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I 10 V -7 far Ma Ifrufted resctrxea will allow ft.. Ccrfc vcc tefr'I Ar 
regards (3) Sim Bardoloi has zsisd M^srs Um-r—n^ Sana! 
and Messrs H] ~ - ~ a tsirghica whether they carrct tahe h irr.. 
hoc; have a aet-worh of ageacres fa East Eeraal as well as else- 
where fa ladfa. Caald ther act also do 


prodcctioa. when it gets rato fall 


Le sane? rmr 
_ WuaTc an<rmt te 
abort 10 to 15 —anmds per weeha What I wocTc hie is to —rrT^ 
delivery of oil to the distrihcaiag ageacfs zqsinst: oa^h -aynect 
and there raj job shonld end. Disedhchag agencies msr Iccic 
to the rest. My only condhroa is they nast gaaraaree that 
no adnlreratron of the prcdact whl he aacwed to tahe place.. I 
ana jealocs abort the qraJhj of oar procacn. The Districr 
Magistrate of Mo ahha h has promised to get ne ncfaty r^'er 
East Bengal Railways for boohiag oh by passenger train and 
the Assan GoTerment whi most probably do the sane. The 
price of Rs. 4 nentfcraed by me is as per ea-cc-operadve 
society's godowa at Bhathilprr. 

The market price offnportec-. heavily acnherated copra ch 
is firom Rs. 3 to 3-5-Q per seer in East Bengal. Q’ns wdl be 
gaarantsed to be pure and firesh — each tin tean’ng cn it tne 
date of nEing. hi the fresh state rt h a fragrant delicacy and 
can be csed with advantage fn the pface of baza r gfree or Dcica- 
It will not keep fresh for rnore than three months.. For that :t 
mnst be processed. r.e.. mace hrert by the prenpitanca cr 
natural proteins along with other vhni ei'ements. winch wcaic 
be nothing short of desecration of sacred hrnan labccr when 
has produced h. 

Wrth regards. 

Tcurn szncei-ifj - 


Sesli G- D. Ehrla 
Bsla Eouse 
AinxjiycaiQpE P.onD 

bn V \rt/ I ) K < 
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October 14, 1947 

MY DEAR PVARELAL, 

I have been receiving your letters and if I did not reply, it 
was because no reply was necessary. 1 very much enjoy your 
letters. Please continue to write to me. 

Nowadays there arc diflicuUics about the American maga- 
zines. But I wilt try to send you my own. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 


Shri Pyarulal 
Gandhi Camp 
Kazirkhil 
P. O. Ramganj 
Dt. Noakhali 
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As at Gandhi Camp, 
Kazirkhil, 
P. O. Ramganj, 
District Noakhali, 
October 23, 1947 

MY dear GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

I have your letter of 14th inst. Yesterday. I am awfully 
sorry to find that 1 had asked you to send American magazines 
which are difficult to obtain nowadays. Please, don’t worry to 
send for them, or if you send your own you can have my 
assurance that they will be punctiliously returned after use. 

Please, refer to my letter of 9th October. A careful perusal 
will show that it is all for reply. In item No. 2 and 3 your help 
is solicited. I am mentioning it again as in hurried reading the 
points in question might have escaped you. 
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see. thcrcrorc, (hat basically there is something wrong with this 
proposition win'ch requires nearly 79 per cent subsidy on the 
products. 

I have not got any agency in Hast Bengal now. We have, 
more or less stopped business in Pakistan area. Even when we 
used to purchase jute, it was only at two or three places. 

Bapu is all rigid. Sushila has gone to Sevagram. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghanshyamdas 




1955 




1 


42 New Delhi Town Hall, 
Parliament Street, 
New Delhi, 
January 20, 1955 

DEAR GHANSHYAMDASJI, 

You will remember the talk I had with you in regard to the 
notes of a conversation of yours with Bapu on the morning of 
your departure to Bombay while Bapu was fasting. On return- 
ing from you I tried hard but could not lay my hands on those 
notes as they had been jotted down on loose sheets and I was 
so very busy with preparing the manuscript of my first volume 
for the Press that I could not give more time to it, 

I have now found that bit of paper and I am sending you a 
copy. As I told you they were in Prabhavati’s handwriting, 
some portions are not quite clear to me. The best thing would 
be perhaps to dictate the full version to your steno and ask him 
to send me the transcript. If there is any further clarification 
that I need I shall ask you about it. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Pyarelal 

Shri G.D. Birla 

PS. I have marked portions which need clarification. I 
think I can wrest the true meaning, but I want to make 
assurance double sure. On re-reading it I am struck by 
its great value— it is a priceless nugget of burnished 
gold as a “slow-motion” picture of Bapu’s soul at one 
of the greatest moments of his career and also of the 
process of purification at work in the midst of that 
atmosphere of insanity and blood lust that had turned 
man brute and less than a brute those days. I ttanh 
Providence for putting this invaluable Record in my 

way. ' 
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Enclosure 

Discussion 

Ghanshyamdasji remarked in a lighter vein that as he was 
leaving for Bombay should not Bapu grant him boon in the 
same way as Savitri secured a boon for a son from Yamraj 
who had come to take her husband’s life. The boon should be 
that he would give up the fast. 

B^pu : Only God is faultless. Whenever I took to fasting I 
always looked forward to its termination. This happened 
in Calcutta as well. I am incapable of self-deception, so 
whenever I saw someone approaching me he appeared 
to me to be the harbinger of happy tidings, that would 
enable me to end the fast. That feeling of anticipation 
is absent this time. There is no expectation of good 
news, therefore none of jubilation at the prospect of a 
happy termination of the fast. Here comes Ghanshyam- 
das. Presumably he comes with a request to terminate 
my fast. Ins’t that so? Muridula wants to know what 
she should do in Panjab. I said she cannot want any- 
thing more than that at this juncture. Then there is 
Iftikhar who wants to know if he can come to him for 
guidance. I said he was welcome. I told Muridula, “Go 
and tell the Punjabis to put a stop to this madness. If 
the result is wholesome it w'ill prove contageous every- 
where. If I gave up the fast the good work now in the 
process of fruition would come to an abrupt end. Delhi 
neMs a lot of cleansing. If Sardar is freed from his 
preoccupation in Delhi his task will be easier than he 
will be able to go wherever his presence is needed. At 
present the hation’s work stands paralysed. There is no 
limit to my patience. I am also doing quite a sizable 
amount of work. I dictate material for Harijan. 

G.D. : I have had a letter from Randhawe. He said the at- 
mosphere in Delhi has improved considerably. 

BAPU : Tell Randhawe he claims too much. People have 
a suspicion as to his impartiality. But nobody says he 
is worthless. 
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G.D. : It is rather difficult to declare anybody free from that 
blemish. I, too, have felt pangs of deep pain. What 
Pakistan has done made me lose confidence in the 
Muslims. My conscience stirs into action when it is 
wakened. When there is pent-up rage in one’s heart it is 
not possible to rise above prejudices. 

BAPU : Does not mean that what is happening in Pakistan is 
not the result of prejudice, as they claim it? I also 
worked for the Pakistan when in Noakhali. 

G.D. : Quarban All’s attitude is free from prejudice. Only 
when one is prepared to regard prejudice self-serving 
can one be considered above prejudice. This feeling 
cannot be developed when one is angry. 

BAPU : That is quite all right. You may declare fasting to be 
unsupportable. But if I end my fast the flow of happy 
results which has just begun will suddenly come to stop. 

G.D. : I act accordingly to my own feeling. This state of 
mind looks like a temporary symptom of a deseased 
mind. If he continues on this path we are heading for 
self-destruction. It is for you to purify the atmosphere. 

BAPU That also is possible only after that. Much self- 
cleansing is called for. 

G.D : But this cleansing can be possible only when you pre- 
serve your physical being. 

BAPU : I, too, feel that this body is going to survive. I have 
not given up the will to live. In such cases God streng- 
thens that will. From the doctors’ point of view uremia 
and tendency to sleep much are not healthy symptoms. 
And if I do not sleep at all that also would not be good. 
But I have such faith in God that if I feel myself to be 
in good health the kidney function also improves. 

G.D; : My heart is here. Yesterday when Shyamaprasad 
urged me to go I felt like going. Sardar’s face, that iron 
man’s face, wears a forlorn look. He said if I felt like 
going I was at liberty to do so. My heart was full of 
anguish. Why should this fast be prolonged? I told 
Sardar it looked as if the fast would not be protracted. 
Still I would like to stay on. 

BAPU : But Why? Brijmohan is here. Things will go on 
normally? 
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G,D. : There is God’s hand to guide us in everything we do. 
But man says he alone is responsible for what he is 
doing. 

BAPU : Wherever I go this cleansing process must continue. 
Otherwise it would have been different. 

* # ♦ 

BAPU : That was the only thing that could be exploited. By 
doing this (i.e., by paying Pakistan the amount of Rs. 
55 crores) the Union has added inches to its stature. 
If they feel like fighting we, too, have those 55 crores. 
Our soldiers will also feel they are fighting with our 
money very well; fight on. For how long will you cotinue 
to fight. 




